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It is my pleasure and privilege to be on this cover 
as CHW’s 25th National President!

I have been a volunteer and supporter with CHW 
for the last 23 years. CHW has become part of 
who I am and has helped me fulfil my desire to 
make the world a better place.

We can all certainly agree that the year 2020 
has blind-sided us. Everything has changed: the 
way we do business, the way we socialize and 
the way we fundraise. I have been amazed by 
the resilience of our CHW staff and volunteers. 
Centres and chapters across the country pivoted 
and turned physical events into wonderful virtual 
events.

It is said that “turbulent changes do not affect 
reality on a deeper level other than to cement the 
status quo.” Our mission of passionately supporting 
programs and services for Children, Healthcare 
and Women in Israel and Canada is as relevant 
now as it was over 100 years ago. 
Our beloved projects need our continued support 
now more than ever.

Obviously, our main focus for this term will be to 
overcome these challenging and uncertain times 
and come out stronger than ever on the other 
side. We are blessed to have many dedicated 
supporters from coast to coast who share our 
mission, vision and values. 

Growing our virtual presence will also be critical 
during this time while our traditional model of in 
person meetings and fundraising events are not 
taking place.

Engaging the next generation of young leaders 
is something that many charities make their top 
priority. During my term, I would like to place an 
emphasis on building a constructive dialogue 
with younger supporters. Learning about the 
tremendous impact that CHW has made in 
the lives of so many is key to inspiring our future 
leaders.

Thank you for your continued support of CHW. I 
wish you peace and light this Chanukah season 
but most importantly, a safe and healthy one,

Elayna Latsky
CHW National President
president@chw.ca

CHW passionately supports programs and services for Children, Healthcare, and Women in Israel and Canada.

National Board Member Spotlight: Marcia Glick
Wedding At Hadassah Hospital Includes Father Stricken with COVID-19
Project Visit: Dagmar Nowak & Family in Israel

https://www.chw.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/CanadianHadassahWIZO
https://www.instagram.com/chwdotca/
https://twitter.com/CHWdotCA
https://www.youtube.com/user/CHWOrganization
https://chwblog.tumblr.com/
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Board of Directors Spotlight

When I was a child in New York City, I remember my mother always being busy 
working for B’nai Brith Women and the ADL (Anti-Defamation League).  She was not 
a baker or a bazaar macher, or a telephone solicitor; she was always the editor of 
the bulletin.  After I grew up and she moved to another neighborhood, she joined 
Hadassah with the new friends she made there. Even in her eighties, she was the editor 
of the bulletin.  She was proud to always make enough points to be an invited guest 
to the donor luncheon.

When I moved back to Waterloo in 1982 my son was six years old and I, too, was 
making new friends and joining a synagogue for the first time in my life.  I followed in 
my mother’s footsteps and got involved with the Jewish women’s organizations in my 
neighborhood.  Those were Beth Jacob Sisterhood and CHW.  As a birthday present 
my mother gave me a life membership in CHW.  

In 1984, I graduated from York University with a Master of Business Administration with a 
major in Accounting.  I had a career as an accountant at KPMG in the independent 
business division and then the tax group until I retired in 2007.

MARCIA GLICK
CHW Director & Treasurer

My Road to the 
CHW National
Treasurer 

by Marcia Glick
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MARCIA GLICK During that time, I served as both President and Treasurer of Sharon Chapter and 
also Co-President and President of the CHW Kitchener-Waterloo (KW) Centre.  I Co-
Convened the Kitchener Waterloo Jewish Community Directory for many years as well 
as served on the Bazaar Committee as co-treasurer.  Another project I co-convened 
was an Antiques and Collectables Sale.

In 1987 I went to Israel on the CHW 70th Anniversary tour.  It was my first time in Israel 
and a fairly large contingent went from KW.  There were 400 people from Canada on 
the mission.  There were ten buses, and it ran like an army campaign.  I was amazed 
and impressed by the organization of the tour and the projects that we supported.  
Before 1987 I was a member of CHW because that’s where I got together with my 
friends.  After 1987 I understood the importance of CHW’s mission to support Children, 
Healthcare and Women in Israel and to do it with passion.  We visited and met the 
heads of many of our projects and I thought, “WOW” these people are so good at 
what they do.  

When I heard Naomi Frankenburg announce the start of the Sustainer program, I 
thought it was a brilliant idea.  One thousand women giving $1,000.00 each would be 
$1 million.  At the time, there was no way that my husband Bernie and I could afford 
that.  But as our circumstances changed, I was proud when I could afford to step into 
that group.  Now we have upgraded our commitment, have become major donors, 
and have joined the Legacy Circle.  

I say “we”, because Bernie is right by my side.  In 2017, both of us went on the 100th 
Anniversary Celecation trip to Israel and Bernie really came to understand how 
effective CHW is with respect to helping Israel be the best it can be.  We also made 
many new friends on the trip and my relationship with them encouraged me to seek a 
position on the Board of Directors.  

When Elayna Lasky, CHW National President, asked me to take on the role of National 
Treasurer I was excited.  All those years of study and work were paying off.  I am so 
happy to be working with Elayna, who I have admired since the first time I met her.  I 
am eager to get to know my fellow members on the Board of Directors and to spend 
this precious time we have during Covid doing something of value.  Thank you for the 
opportunity of a lifetime.

My Road to the 
CHW National
Treasurer 

by Marcia Glick
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Avraham Hamitzky’s son, age 20, and bride, age 
18, who are Gur Hassidim, asked for a special 
favour. Could they hold their wedding outdoors at 
Hadassah Ein Kerem and have the ailing father 
present? They forwarded their request through Yad 
Avraham, the Hassidic organization that works with 
the Hadassah Medical Organization.

Remember that large weddings are among the 
notorious hotspots for spreading the coronavirus. 
When HMO officials assured them it could happen, 
no one knew that this wedding would catch the 
eye of newspapers from The Washington Post to the 
Indian Hindustan Times, from cities like “wedding-
central” Las Vegas, Brooklyn, and chilly Calgary.
Imagine standing on a balcony off the third-floor 
roof of Ein Kerem’s Round Building overlooking 
a large outdoor space on the second-floor 
roof. Singer Mendi Weiss and his keyboardist are 
filling the campus with Hassidic niggunim (melodies). 

The hospital carpenter had been summoned 
earlier to the COVID-19 unit to take the locks off 
the window. Head nurse Noa Perkel Ragones and 
her team blew up yellow, orange, green, and 
pink balloons and attached them to the outside 
windowsill. Hamitzky’s bed was wheeled to the 
window.

“He declined our offer to change his pajamas for 
more festive clothing,” said Ragones, a graduate 
of the Henrietta Szold Hadassah-Hebrew University 
School of Nursing. “He said he’d concentrate on his 
breathing.”

The ebullient bride sat in a secluded covered 
causeway, greeting the few family members and 
praying. In the courtyard, the groom was helped 
into a white robe and a high cylindrical fur hat 
called a spodik. Everyone was masked.

The groom entered the causeway where the bride 
sat for the traditional bedecken. The bride, her 
face covered with an opaque white veil, was led 
to the chuppah and, holding onto her mother and 
mother-in-law to be, circled the groom seven times. 
The ceremony was short and simple: the wedding 
vow, the seven blessings, the breaking of the glass.
Only 20 persons are allowed at an outdoor wedding 
under the Ministry of Health guidelines. 

There were 18 guests plus the bride and groom. 
One of the guests took the microphone and sang a 
personalized ballad with prayers for the happiness 
of the couple, for Hamitzky’s recovery, and for 
the staff of Hadassah. Photographers launched a 
picture-taking drone.

The family is ecstatic about their two reasons 
to rejoice: the son’s wedding and the father’s 
recovery. The groom’s father, Avraham Hamitzky, 
from Arad, had already been in the COVID-19 
Outbreak Unit at Hadassah Hospital Ein Kerem 
for three weeks. He was in serious condition 
with difficulty breathing.

WEDDING AT HADASSAH HOSPITAL
INCLUDES FATHER STRICKEN 
WITH COVID-19

Avraham Hamitzky waving down to the wedding 
party below from his COVID-19 ward window
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WEDDING AT HADASSAH HOSPITAL
INCLUDES FATHER STRICKEN 
WITH COVID-19

And what about the Mitzvah tantz, the Hasidic 
custom of men dancing before the bride, who 
remains still while distinguished members of the 
wedding party hold the end of a gartel, the rope 
belt worn by Hasidic men? 

From the fifth floor, a long rope of gartels came 
flying out of the window. It took the volunteer 
two tries to reach the bride, who grasped it. The 
dance is usually a highly charged emotional 
moment, where the dancer prays silently for the 
couple’s success in life. This subdued dance had 
its own special charge.

In his bed, the groom’s father, wearing PJs 
and spodik and praying quietly, was alight with 
joy.

“He was very sick but the wedding seemed 
to elicit untapped energy in him,” said 
Ragones. “He’s doing better.”

There were, indeed, only 18 invited guests, but 
that doesn’t include the hundreds of patients 
and staff members in the Davidson Hospital 
Tower who were transfixed by the ceremony. 

There wasn’t a dry eye among them.

Four weeks after witnessing his son’s wedding 
from his COVID-19 Outbreak Unit, the father has 
recovered sufficiently to be able to go home. 

Head Nurse Noa Ragones relates, “His condition 
was very serious, but since the wedding, it has 
stabilized, and he has been steadily improving. 
The staff continued to care for him devotedly. 
He will now continue to get back his strength at 
home.”

Avraham Hamitzky lying in his bed, watching the
ceremony below from his hospital window

Click Below
TO SEE A VIDEO OF THE CEREMONY

SOURCE: http://hadassahinternational.org/wedding-at-hadassah-includes-father-stricken-with-covid-19/

https://youtu.be/rk18Q4_oMak


https://www.chw.ca/spread-the-light
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Project Visit DAGMAR NOWAK & FAMILY

Please share a bit about your background and 
experience with CHW. 

My parents supported CHW for many years 
while living in Germany and I felt it important 
to continue to support CHW. We are now 
three generations of giving as my son, Raphael 
continues to carry out the work we do.

What motivated you to visit a CHW Project? 

We are not looking for recognition, it is an 
honour for us to see where, for many years, 
people have selflessly been supporting. To 
see the fruits of labour is both humbling and 
inspirational. It is beautiful to see that these 
initiatives are truly life-saving. 

Please share your impressions of the CHW 
Project visited today. 

It was fascinating to see the contrast between 
Canada and Israel. We are used to our 
Canadian hospitals and here, visiting Hadassah 
Hospital and The Shamir Medical Centre (Assaf 
Harofeh), it was remarkable to see the facilities. 
They are so clean and spacious. There was 
also the emotional side to the visit, hearing 
the patient stories first-hand and seeing the 
equipment that is truly life-saving.

What were the highlights of your visits? A 
memorable moment? Something you will go 
back home and share with your family and 
friends? 

We think about meeting people like Dr. Ronen 
Levite who showed us how they are saving lives 
through recent cases and tangible examples. 
The support of these initiatives is changing 
lives and ultimately saving these lives; I think 
about the personal story of Dvir who said you 
don’t only save one person’s life, you save 
generations to follow.

Dagmar Nowak and her family visited both Hadassah Hospital Ein Kerem, and The Shamir Medical 
Centre (Assaf Harofeh) in 2019. Here is what they had to say after their last trip to Israel:

Dr. Ronen Levite explaining about The Marla Dan Stroke 
and Invasive Neuroradiology Institute. L-R – Cristell 
(family friend) , Dagmar Nowak and Raphael Nowak. 

Raphael and Dagmar – standing together by their 
plaque board in The Marla Dan Stroke and Invasive 
Neuroradiology Institute
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CHW encourages you, along with your family and friends, to see the wonderful work that results from your 
support. To learn more, contact the CHW National Office at info@chw.ca or phone 1-855-477-5964.

Why do you feel it is important to visit Israel? 
And CHW Projects? 

It is important to us mainly because of our 
faith. Israel is a central aspect in our lives and 
we believe in blessing and supporting the 
people of Israel in tangible ways. Coming 
here, to Israel, we are not conventional 
tourists but rather we want to see this side 
of Israel because this is reality and we know 
that there is a need here. It is an honour for 
us to be able to do this kind of support.

Based on your visits, why do you feel it is 
important to help those in Israel and support 
CHW? 

We feel strongly in supporting the people of 
Israel and know that there is a need. It is both 
inspirational and encouraging to see in these 
hospitals how Israel is truly a leader in terms of 
research, technology, and patient care.

What would you like to share with other CHW 
members about your visit?

Everyone that we met was so welcoming 
and friendly. We are so appreciative 
that each project was able to be so 
accommodating to our visits, they showed 
us around, and gave us so much in-depth 
information. As we are three generations 
who have been supporting Israel through 
CHW, grandparents, parents and the next 
generation, we feel that the people of Israel 
are our brothers and sisters so this is a natural 
thing for us to support.

L-R – Sigal Adar (VP Resource Development at The 
Shamir Medical Centre (Assaf Harofeh), Alina Ianson, 
Dagmar Nowak, Raphael Nowak, Cristell (family friend)

L-R  –  Alina Ianson, Raphael Nowak, Dagmar Nowak, 
Hadassah Hospital Ein Kerem Tour Guide, Cristell (family 
friend)

Dagmar, Raphael, and Cristell prepped and ready 
to visit the Surgical Centre at Hadassah Hospital
Ein Kerem. 
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Tell us about your Lifecycle Events! 
E-mail your news to Jennifer Ierullo, CHW Outreach and 

Events Coordinator at jennifer@chw.ca. 
We will do our best to include all submissions.

• CHW Vancouver Centre President Sasha Gerson, new granddaughter, Elizabeth
• CHW National First Vice-President Lynn Gillman, birthday
• National Director Tova Train, new granddaughter, Zoey Herzliya
• Then CHW National Director Kathie Norris, new grandson, Noah Robert
• Then CHW National Director Tali Baum, birthday
• Then CHW National Director Kathie Norris, birthday
• Past National Director Judy Zelikovitz, new granddaughter, Sloane Elizabeth
• Past National President Rochelle Levinson, birthday
• Past National Director Marlene Richardson, on the marriage of her daughter Zoë
• Then CHW Vancouver Centre President Lori Barer, on the marriage of her son Elliot
• Past National President Debbie Eisenberg, on the marriage of her daughter, Marly
• Past National President Marla Dan, on the engagement of her daughter, Alyse
• Then CHW National Director Fran Luborsky, new granddaughter, Lillian Margaret
• CHW National Director Brondell Shapiro, Birthday

• Stella Torontowz’l, Honorary Vice-President and Past National Officer
• Jack Olinz’l, father of Past National Director Judy Zelikovitz
• Madeleine Epsteinz’l, Honorary National Council
• Leah Costom Siegelz’l, mother of Past CHW Montreal Centre President Renna Bassal

National President 
Elayna Latsky 

National Directors
Lynn Gillman 
Marcia Glick 
Sarah Granatowicz 
Roslyn Joseph

National Executive Director 
Alina Ianson

National  BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Stephanie Rusen
Linda Senzilet
Brondell Shapiro 
Tova Train

Immediate Past President
Marilyn Libin

Mazel Tov!
Lifecycle  EVENTS

In Memory of...




