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One of USDA-NRCS’ core values is respecting the
diversity of all people and communities we engage.
This includes appreciating the perspectives, ideas,
cultures and experiences that our employees
embody and bring to the workplace. In February,
we take time to celebrate Black History Month.
It’s a time to reflect and celebrate the remarkable
achievements of Black men and women and their
Jerry Raynor,
contributions to our great nation and agency. It’s
Indiana State Conservationist
also a time to reflect on the trials and tribulations
that African Americans suffered and continue to face today. You can read Indiana
NRCS’ newest Black History Month success story on page 5.
This year’s Farm Bill sign-up is going well, and I owe this to my field office staff. You
are doing an excellent job in your planning efforts. Field offices should continue
their hard work on pre-approving applications for Farm Bill programs with a focus
on quality assurance. I also encourage you to continue your conservation planning
efforts with special emphasis placed on promoting conservation cropping systems
and soil health.
Indiana is fortunate to have some great watershed initiatives throughout the state. I
want to recognize the hard work that the district conservationists and partners are
doing in these areas, especially within the Western Lake Erie Basin. The collaborative
effort between our Indiana NRCS staff and local and state partners is providing great
conservation planning, allowing us to put critical conservation practices on the
ground in these focus watersheds. Keep up the great work!
Our farmers are dedicated to feeding a growing world population. This dedication
is equaled only by their commitment to protecting the land that makes it possible.
Farmers across the country live by this commitment every day. As stewards of
a healthy planet, they care for the soil, their animals and the crops that provide
us food, fuel and clothes. March 23 is National Ag Day, a time when countless
people across the country gather to recognize and celebrate agriculture. Join us
in celebrating Ag Day by telling our conservation stories and helping spread NRCS’
mission of “helping people help the land.”
It may not seem like it sometimes, but springtime is just around the corner! Get
geared up to hit the fields and work with our producers and landowners to get
conservation on the ground! Let’s continue to make fiscal year 2021 one of Indiana
NRCS’ best!
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Employee Spotlight

Jason Conner, Planning Team Leader

Q: Help us get to know you better.
Please tell us a little bit about
yourself.
I grew up in the small farming
community of Walnut, IL located in
the northwest part of the state and
was involved in 4-H and FFA. I showed
sheep, cattle, rabbits and poultry. I
attended Blackhawk East Community
College and Southern Illinois UniversityCarbondale. I received my bachelors of
science degree in Agriculture Education
and minored in Plant and Soil Science.
During my 15-year NRCS Career I have
worked in the Princeton, Lewiston,
Danville and Martinsville Field Offices in
Illinois and the Bakersfield Field Office in
California.

Q: What are you looking forward
to most in your position?
I feel a lot of responsibility to
help the field staff make the best
decisions they can and give them
the tools they need to serve the
farming public. Training newer
district conservationists is something
that I look forward to because I’m
interested in seeing them grow and
become more confident in their
careers. I take it very seriously to
cultivate good conservationists.

Q: When you aren’t working for
NRCS, what do you do in your
spare time?
I am kind of a foodie. I enjoy trying
Jason Conner, Planning Team Leader for the
the local fare and handcrafted beers
Rensselaer Technical Team
Q: How did you become interested in
and wine. I also try to spend every
conservation?
minute I can outdoors gardening or hiking. Teaching my
I was always an “outdoors” kid interested in every plant,
daughters the names of all the different flora and fauna
animal or insect I found. I did wildlife projects in 4-H and
in the prairie and in the woods is just the best. Its never a
became familiar with the SWCD office through participating
dull walk when we go looking at the life all around us. In
in the Envirothon during high school. Through those
the past I have really enjoyed raising livestock, specifically
competitions it became clear that this was an interest of
sheep, for fiber and milk.
mine and I was selected as a summer intern for my home
county SWCD. That summer I learned about compliance
Q: Do you have any goals for 2021?
and CRP, and I just thought CRP was the most amazing
I have a professional goal of learning more about the
program and everyone should use it. I remember my
landscape and soils where I work in Indiana. I was very
grandpa utilizing the earlier version of “Set Aside Ground.”
familiar with the landscape in Illinois and what kind of soil
I took courses on conservation and ecology in college
I would find when I went to the field and it was helpful in
and they were some of my favorites. When it came time to
planning. I lack that familiarity right now. I would like to get
choose my career path, it seemed an easy choice to help
out in the field with my district conservationists more and
farmers be the best stewards of the land that they could be.
hopefully spend more time in all of the field offices I serve,
meeting our partners and seeing everyone’s maskless faces.
Q: How did your past work experience prepare you for
your current position with NRCS?
My personal goal is to utilize mindfulness more and live in
I worked in food service as a teen and it taught me a
the moment. The past has been, the future will be, but the
great deal about patience and customer service and that
present needs me.
I enjoyed serving the public. I had four summers of Crop
Scouting with AgView FS, Inc. which taught me a great deal
about pest and disease pressures in our agricultural fields.
It also gave me very applicable experience in talking to
farmers about treatment plans and the economics of their
farming operations.

Welcome to
Indiana NRCS!

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
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NRCS’ Newest Surveying Equipment
Submitted by Scott Wagner, Agricultural Engineer

In 2020, Indiana NRCS purchased a HyDrone™ remote control survey boat
and HydroLite-TM™ single frequency echosounder unit to be utilized for
bathymetric surveying. Bathymetry is the study of the underwater depth
of ocean or lake floors. In other words, this is the underwater equivalent of
a topography survey.
Recently, this equipment was utilized to assist the Newton County Soil
and Water Conservation District with a survey of a community lake in
Goodland, Indiana. Over the years, the lake has filled in due to increased
sedimentation from severe bank erosion and flooding events. The depth
of the lake was unknown because it had been constructed many years
ago. After the bathymetry survey, it was determined the main pool had a
maximum depth of seven feet and was the shape of a huge bathtub. The
survey information is essential for assessing the rehabilitation of the lake.
Check out a few videos from the survey on the Newton County SWCD’s
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/NewtonCoSWCD/
videos/584511692347928 and https://www.facebook.com/
NewtonCoSWCD/videos/189258982675381
If you have a project in need of a bathymetric survey, email Scott Wagner
(scott.wagner@usda.gov), Indiana NRCS Agricultural Engineer. This
equipment will assist you to get to the “bottom” of a project.

Retiree Roundup
Jane Hardisty, SCS/NRCS Retirees State Representative

Jerry Roach

Barry Fisher

Wasn't 2020 a heck of a year? I have heard from a few of our
retirees - they are trying to stay safe and ready for a new year. We
had to cancel our fall luncheon due to COVID- 19 but I hope by
this fall we will be able to make plans to get together.
I am happy to share that six NRCS employees joined the ranks
of retirees at the end of the year. I know you will agree with
me that these are some of the agency's strongest and greatest
conservationists. They will be missed but they all are looking
forward to more adventures and spending time with their
families.

Bill Harting

Dan Rosswurm

•
•
•
•
•
•

Mark Eastman

Duane Riethman

Jerry Roach, Assistant State Conservationist for Programs,
Indianapolis State Office
Barry Fisher, Central Team Leader/Soil Health Specialist,
Indianapolis, State Office/ Washington DC
Bill Harding, Soil Conservationist, Conservation Technical
Team, Greensburg
Dan Rosswurm, District Conservationist, Rochester
Mark Eastman, District Conservationist, Lafayette
Duane Riethman, Past Area Engineer for Northeast Indiana,
Area Engineer and Acting State Engineer for Ohio
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Kudos to...
Monica Pohler (ISDA), Will Tripp (Resource Soil Scientist), Dena
Anderson (Resource Soil Scientist), Stephanie McLain (State Soil
Health Specialist), John Allen (Assistant State Soil Scientist), Robert
Zupancic (SE Grazing Specialist) and Roger Wenning (landowner
and Soil Health enthusiast) for assisting the Indianapolis MLRA
Project office in completing the Cobbsfork Dynamic Soils
Properties sampling project in Decatur County. A total of eight
pits were described and sampled to determine the effects of long
term Soil Health practices on the Cobbsfork and Avonburg series.
The project looked at these soils under 4 different land uses and
managements. It would not have been possible for us to complete
the sampling in the narrow timeframe without the assistance of
these individuals. - Submitted by Rick Neilson, State Soil Specialist.

Travis Gogel (Area Soil Scientist) and Stephanie McLain (State Soil
Health Specialist) for traveling to the SE area for a couple very cold
days in the field. Travis and Stephanie assisted our Area Staff on
demonstrating the In Field Soil Health Assessment. - Submitted by
Genny Helt.

Beth Clarizia (Acting ASTC for Programs) for putting together an
analysis of easements in the Kankakee Watershed and the impacts
of the Kankakee River Flood and Sediment Management Work
Plan on NRCS easements, then leading a partnership meeting to
review this work with partners. - Submitted by Jill Reinhart, ASTC
for Partnerships.

Chris Lee (Priceton Tech Team Leader) in his non stop pursuit of the
perfect picture whether it be cover crops, grade stabilizations or
any other practice. Chris has a unique way of looking at the world
and it benefits all of us. - Submitted by Dan Hovland, SW Area
Conservationist.

Mark Cambron (District Conservationist) for working with a
producer to convert nearly 200 acres of farmland along the
ecologically sensitive Lost River into wetlands and buffers for
wildlife, beneficial insects and birds. This area is so unique as the
Lost River spends most of its life underground in a cave system and
contains many species of fish and invertebrates that are considered
threatened, endangered and “blind”. Submitted by Dan Hovland,
SW Area Conservationist.
Shannon Zezula (State Resource Conservationist), Adam
Heichelbech (Financial Programs Manager) and everyone involved
in the January virtual State Technical Committee meeting. Great
job engaging and updating partners virtually! - Submitted by Jill
Reinhart, ASTC for Partnerships.

Brianne Lowe (State Biologist) and Dan Perkins (Perkins’ Good
Earth Farm) did a great job on our ‘Hedgerow Establishment
and NRCS Program Support’ webinar on Jan 19th. We received
feedback from many of the attendees that indicated they will use
the information learned to make better farm operation decisions in
the future. - Submitted by Kevin Allison, Marion County SWCD Soll
Health Specialist.

Jessica Harig (District Conservationist), Rita Forler (District
Conservationist) and Stephanie Mitchell (District Conservationist)
for helping work with the new Pike County DC Morgan Devine to
help her begin her new career. - Submitted by Chris Lee, Princeton
Tech Team Leader.
The Soil Health Team for their efforts in submitting monthly articles
to Indiana Prairie Farmer. It’s easy to get bogged down with other
work and wonder if time spent writing is worth the effort. I 100%
believe it is and its great to see our articles reaching well beyond
Indiana - including South Dakota this month! - Submitted by Jerry
Raynor, State Conservationist.

Partnership Websites
IN Association of Soil & Water Conservation Districts, Bi-Weekly Updates: http://iaswcd.org/news/newsletter/
IN Conservation Partnership: http://icp.iaswcd.org
IN Dept. of Environmental Management: www.in.gov/idem
IN Dept. of Natural Resources: www.in.gov/dnr
IN State Dept. of Agriculture, Division of Soil Conservation: http://www.in.gov/isda/soil/
Purdue Cooperative Extension Service: https://www.extension.purdue.edu/
USDA Farm Service Agency: www.in.fsa.usda.gov
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
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Going Beyond Conservation
Evan Smith, district conservationist for Lawrence County, volunteers as a staff member for an
organization called “The Fallen Outdoors.” Volunteers of this organization take veterans on
hunting and fishing trips to help them deal with stress and chronic pain as well as participate in
general recreation. In November 2020, Evan was contacted by Polaris Inc. to ask if he would be
willing to participate in a commercial which documents how he uses his Polaris Ranger to help
veterans with disabilities enjoy the outdoors.
Polaris flew a film director to Evan’s home and filmed for two extremely long days. They
documented just a small, but mighty, part of Evan’s story of how he takes veterans hunting to
teach them about the outdoors and the benefits of clearing your mind and enjoying yourself.
This video played on December 27 during a live Zac Brown Band concert that was aired in
sponsorship with Polaris to raise awareness and money for Zac Brown’s charity farm “Southern
Ground. “ The commercial will soon be made into a 30 second spot for TV.
“I am very proud of this video even though it’s very hard to be the one in the spotlight with my
injuries and disabilities. But, I know that this will help others,” said Smith.
Watch the 3 minutes video segment here: https://youtu.be/wbcsVjzc07Q
*Note: this article is not an endorsement for Polaris, Inc. or Southern Ground.

IN NRCS Success Stories

In an effort to help tell the Indiana NRCS story better, the public affairs staff is making success stories throughout the state a
priority. We are thankful to all of the Indiana NRCS staff who have already met with Brandon O’Connor, Public Affairs Specialist, to
develop several stories for FY21. We look forward to working with our staff on additional stories throughout the year. Please click
on the links below to read the current stories and share in your community as you see fit.

Community Brings Black
History to Life Through
Farming, Education

Water Management
System Helps Critical
Watershed

Bridging the Gap: Urban
Ag Opportunities for
People with Autism

Retirees Pursue Passion on
Christmas Tree Farm

Gardens Support
Community by Growing,
Providing Free Healthy
Food

Indiana NRCS Helps Solve
Waste Storage Issues on
Farm

Retired Army General
Turns His Focus to Forest
Health

Special thanks to Stephanie Mitchell, Deb Knepp, Jerod
Chew, Brian Musser, Tony Branam and Tom Perkins for
helping to schedule interviews and for taking time
out of your already busy schedule to participate in the
interviews.
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Personnel Updates
SELECTIONS FROM VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Joshua Adams, GS-0499-3; Pathway Student Intern, Soil Conservationist at LaPorte; effective 5-9-21.
Carly Whitmore, GS-1099-3; Pathway Student Intern, Public Affairs at Indianapolis; effective 5-9-21.
Kayla Mitchell, GS-0499-3; Pathway Student Intern, Soil Conservationist at Indianapolis; effective 5-9-21.
Adam Heichelbech, GS-0457-13, Soil Conservationist (ASTC Programs) at Indianapolis; effective 2-28-21.
Ciera Richardson, GS-0458-6; Soil Conservation Technician at Princeton CDT; effective 2-14-21.
Emily Kelly, GS-0802-8; Engineering Technician at Princeton CDT; effective 1-3-21.
Genesis Tua-Ayala, GS-0457-5, Soil Conservationist at Columbia City; effective 1-17-21
Daniel Shaver, GS-0460-12, State Forester at Indianapolis; effective 12-6-20.
Morgan Devine, GS-0457-11; District Conservationist at Petersburg; effective 11-22-20.
Travis Gogel, GS-0470-12; Soil Scientist; at Vincennes AO; effective 11-22-20.
Kevin Mitchell, GS-0457-9; District Conservationist at Fowler; effective 12-6-20.
Brooke Rudicel, GS-0457-7; Soil Conservationist at Fort Wayne; effective 1-3-21.
Sara Day, GS-0457-11; District Conservationist at Bluffton; effective 11-22-20.
Kayla Nickles, GS-890/810-11; Ag Engineer at Huntington CDT; effective 12-20-20.
Paige Hudson, GS-0457-9; District Conservationist at Brownstown; effective 11-22-20.
Allison Shoaf, GS-0457-7; Soil Conservationist at Bloomington; effective 12-6-20.
Andres Pagan, GS-0457-7; Soil Conservationist at Greencastle CDT;effective 11-22-20.
Tristan Elmore, GS-0457-7; Soil Conservationist at Salem CDT; effective 11-22-20.
RETIREMENTS
Gerald Roach, Assistant State Conservationist for Programs, Indianapolis
Bill Harting, Soil Conservationist, Greensburg
Dan Rosswurm, District Conservationist, Rochester
Mark Eastman, District Conservationist, Lafayette
Barry Fisher, Central Team Leader/Soil Health Specialist, Indianapolis, State Office/ Washington DC
Duane Riethman, Past Area Engineer for Northeast Indiana, Area Engineer and Acting State Engineer for Ohio
LENGTH OF SERVICE
Arthur Franke
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Katherine Beck
Kelly Baze
Michael Lebron Acevedo
Taylor Gundlach
Cynthia Johnston
Derek Thompson
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Kerry Nielsen
Nathan Lind
Robert Brown
William Tripp
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Brianne Lowe
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Jason Conner
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