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RITA in Action!

Chew on this: Northern Indiana Grazing Conference
By Camille Sczerbowicz
Mentor RITA Tech 3

The Northern Indiana Grazing Conference (NIGC) has become a key event for graziers in the region, acting as both an educational and networking opportunity for all ages to deep dive into rotational grazing practices. Through their dedicated support, the LaGrange County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) has played a crucial role in organizing the conference alongside the NIGC Planning Committee, working behind the scenes to ensure yet another successful conference.

Held on January 31st & February 1st this year, the conference welcomed over 2000 participants and 80+ exhibitors. The conference has grown significantly over the past 23 years, with the first conference in 2002 having around 275 participants and 12 exhibitors. As a RITA technician, I assisted with setup and tear down, registered walk-in participants Friday & Saturday, and interacted with exhibitors. It was inspiring to see how many families came to the conference and their commitment to rotational grazing and has me excited for the future of conservation in Indiana! 

Keynote speakers this year were Jon Bansen, leading Friday's main talk, followed by Ben Yutzy on Saturday. The discussions included passing farms to the next generations and the advantages of farming within a community. Breakout sessions included forage selection, farm income strategies, incorporating biodiversity, and hay equipment preventative maintenance. Both Friday and Saturday featured specialized panels: a dairy farmer panel, a senior farmer panel, and a mid-Ohio shepherd panel, where experienced graziers shared their real-life insights. More than just a conference, NIGC is about bringing graziers together to learn from each other and build lasting connections. Thanks to LaGrange County Soil and Water Conservation District involvement, this conference continues to be a driving force that promotes rotational grazing on family farms in Northern Indiana and beyond.

But the learning doesn't stop there! The SWCD is already gearing up for its monthly Pasture Walks, running from May through October at management-intensive rotational grazing operations. These walks provide participants with the opportunity to witness grazing operations in action and engage with grazers directly. Interest in these was high, with nearly all hosting spots filling up by the end of the conference. As a RITA Technician, I am eager to learn more about local operations and their successes and challenges with rotational grazing! 



[image: ]
image1.png
WE ARE THE TOOLS YOU NEED TO BUILD YOUR OWN RESILIENCE

" RESILIENT
INDIANA





image2.png
225 S. EAST ST., SUITE 142, INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46202 RESILIENT-INDIANA@IASWCD.ORG 812.510.3939





