
By Dawn Slack 

 

If you receive this newsletter you likely understand the negative 

impacts that invasive species have on our economy, our ecosys-

tems and our health. You likely understand that all our actions 

have an impact. Therefore, you likely understand we make a 

positive impact by planting native species and managing invasive 

species to prevent further spread and degradation of our natural 

resources. Please share information about the impacts of both 

invasive species and native species. Grab friends and family and 
visit a natural area or preserve. These treasures are inspiring all 

year.   

Two species to avoid planting are burningbush and Chinese sil-

vergrass. They are invading our natural areas, and outcompeting 

natives for space, light, and nutrients.  

Check out www.INPAWS.org for a list of native plants to use 

your landscape.  The use of native species is a wonderful way to 

celebrate our diverse natural resources of Indiana, our amazing 

landscape, our native pollinators, and our wildlife.  

Look out for Burningbush and Chinese Silvergrass 
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Top image: Chinese silvergrass in landscaping 
Directly above: Fan-like panicle of Chinese 

silvergrass 

Burningbush (winged euonymous) 

Plant Taxonomy: Family Celastraceae. Genus Euonymous. 

Species Euonymus alatus (Thunb.) Sieb. 

Burningbush is a deciduous shrub up to 20 feet tall, introduced 

from Asia.  It is commonly cultivated for landscape use because 

of the brilliant red foliage in fall. It has invaded natural areas in at 

least 36 states. Burningbush was not recorded in Indiana in 1899 

(Coutler’s Catalogue of Indiana Plants) or in 1940 (Deam’s Flo-

ra). By 2002 it was recorded as a “frequent escape, … occasion-

ally locally common” (Overlease, 2002). It has now been report-

ed escaping cultivation in at least 62 counties in Indiana 

(EDDmapS, 2018). Burningbush can establish dense stands that 

outcompete native understory plants for light and space.  

Continued on Page 2. 

Top image: Burningbush in landscaping 

Directly above: Winged stem of burningbush 

http://www.INPAWS.org


Brown County NWP Held 2018 Nature Daze 
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By Amber Slaughterbeck 

 
WTHI "Invasive Plant ID Hike" : https://www.wthitv.com/content/news/Plant-invaders-are-taking-over-native-Hoosier-life-

497291761.html  

  
PODCAST "Focus on the Valley": https://wibqam.com/podcasts/focus-on-the-valley/5203/amber-slaughterbeck-southern-indiana-

cooperative-invasives-management/  

By Bill Schmeltzer 

 
The remnants of Tropical Storm Gordon poured down on September 8th at the Brown 

County Nature Daze put on by the Brown County Native Woodlands Project 

(BCNWP, i.e. the Brown County CISMA). The event was held at Camp Rancho 

Framasa, which is southeast of Nashville, and the continuous rain did not stop the 

attendees from having a fun and informational day. Most presentations were moved 

into a chapel on the grounds which provided a cozy, intimate setting, while exhibits 

and lunch occurred in the open air pavilion. 

 
Included in the activities were Myrene Brown [owner Myrene’s Garden (http://

www.myrenesgarden.com)], Cara Bergschneider (NRCS District Conservationist for 

Brown and Monroe Counties), and Dawn Slack (Southern Indiana Land Manager for 

TNC and the Chair of the Invasive Plant Advisory Committee). 

 
Much more happened throughout the day, making this an event you do not want to 

miss in September 2019. Keep updated by checking out their website: 

www.BCNWP.org 

SICIM In The News 

Burningbush and Chinese Silvergrass cont. 

Identification: Leaves - opposite to sub-opposite, dark-green, 1-3 inches long, finely serrate edges, with acute tip. Leaves turn 

bright crimson to purplish in fall.  

Flowers – inconspicuous, greenish-yellow and four petalled. Flowers develop late April to June and lay flat against leaves.  

Fruit – appears September to October – reddish capsules that split to reveal orange fleshy seeds. 

Stems – corky-winged stems 

Burningbush was introduced during the 1860s. It grows in a variety of exposure and tolerates a broad range of soil types and soil 

pH.  It produces copious amounts of seed and experiences good seed viability. Burningbush reproduces vegetatively and by 

sprouting (broken or cut stems produce more reproductive stems). Pruning increases production of flowers, fruit and seed.  

Burningbush is shade-tolerant, however, it often invades sunny areas and has been documented in open fields, along field edges, 

along roads, etc.  

Do not plant or encourage planting of this species. Monitor/visually inspect your property for burningbush at least once a year 

(late summer to early fall). You can mechanically control this species by pulling, digging or cutting. Small plants are typically easy 

to pull or dig. Repeated cutting throughout the growing cycle (at least once a month) may be effective at stunting the plant. The 

best time to conduct mechanical control is prior to flowering.  

Chemical application* – cut large specimens about an inch above the ground and immediately apply herbicide to the surface of 

stump. Fall is the best time to chemically treat shrubs. 

Continued on Page 3. 

Allison Shoaf of Brown County SWCD is seen in 

this photo handing out certificates to graduates 
of the Native Plant Stewardship Class put on by 
BCNWP and Brown County SWCD. (Photo by 

Bill Schmeltzer) 

https://www.wthitv.com/content/news/Plant-invaders-are-taking-over-native-Hoosier-life-497291761.html
https://www.wthitv.com/content/news/Plant-invaders-are-taking-over-native-Hoosier-life-497291761.html
https://wibqam.com/podcasts/focus-on-the-valley/5203/amber-slaughterbeck-southern-indiana-cooperative-invasives-management/
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By Teena Ligman 

 

The Bedford Park Department and Live Well Lawrence County opened a 

new 3-acre community garden complex last spring. It included a shelter-

house, playground and walking trail. The concept was that families could 

come out to the community garden and in one place, people can get grow 

fresh fruits and vegetables, go for a walk with their family, play on the 

playground, or share a picnic with neighbors. The Purdue Extension 

wellness coordinator noted, "It will be an all ages, healthy eating, physically 

active, stress relieving, welcoming and inclusive destination.” This type of 
community garden area is common in Europe. And it took off in Bedford. 

There was room for 62 garden plots, all free to the public.  

  

The Lawrence County CISMA - known as KIC (Keeping Invasives in 

Check) signed up for a plot on the front row and planted native 

pollinator plants which soon were in bloom attracting bees and 

butterflies, including monarchs. A member of KIC designed the 

sign and purchased  the sign at a cost of $35 to explain the value 

of these pollinators to the garden and encourage limiting the use 

of pesticides. The sign was an inexpensive way to educate the 

public. Members of KIC hope the effort spent in establishing and 

maintaining the plot in the community garden with the bright 

colorful sign will help promote their message about native plant 

natural communities. 

Burningbush and Chinese Silvergrass cont. 

Chinese Silvergrass (Japanese silver grass, maiden grass, Eulalia) 

Plant Taxonomy: Family Poaceae. Genus Micanthus. Species Miscanthus sinensis Anderss. 

Chinese silvergrass (aka Miscanthus) is a robust perennial grass that can grow to 10 feet, normally in large tufts that was introduced 

from China, Japan and Korea. It has been reported invading natural areas in at least 27 states. It was not recorded in Indiana in 1899 

(Coutler’s Catalogue of Indiana Plants). It was recorded in Deam’s Flora in 1940 as a cultivated species throughout the state. By 

2002 Overlease recorded it as an ornamental planted in 88 counties and escaping in four.  

It can now be observed growing along roadsides throughout the state. It has been recorded escaping cultivation in 16 counties.  

Identification: Branches spread or droop. Leaves are elongate and can measure 3 feet in length and 2.5 inches in width. Edges of 

leaves are sharp and slightly serrated. The leaves have a silver white midrib. Tips of leaves are sharp.  

The flowering panicle is fan-shaped and 6 to 24 in. long. Color ranges from silver to pale pink. Flowers mature in the fall.  

Seeds are rough with a twisted bristled tip (3-4 mm long). 

Seeds are wind dispersed. Chinese silvergrass reproduces mainly vegetatively via rhizomes. Mature plants have an extensive root 

system.  

There are many cultivars and plant descriptions will vary with cultivar. Seed viability varies per variety. Some varieties do not self-

fertilize.  

Miscanthus will grow on a variety of sites and grows from zone 5 to zone 9. It is intolerant of shade but will persist in sparsely 

forested areas / small openings. It has been documented spreading on shores, roadsides, in forest openings, burned areas, and 

reservoirs. 

This plant is extremely flammable and difficult to control upon catching fire. Do not plant or encourage planting of this species. 

Monitor/visually inspect your property for new clumps of grass at least once a year (late summer to early fall). Hand pulling is 

ineffective due to the large root system and its ability to regrow from root fragments.   

Chemical application* – you can chemically treat during active growth. Glyphosate has been shown to be effective in the fall or late 

spring.   

References: Southeast Exotic Pest Plant Council, Invasive plant Atlas of the United States, Purdue Extension, Indiana’s Most 

Unwanted Invasive Plant Pests, Indiana Cooperative Agricultural Pest Survey (CAPS) Program.  

Lawrence County KIC Installs Pollinator Plot 

Above Image: Pollinator 

Plot installed at the 
Bedford Community 

Garden. 

 
Left Image: Monarch 

caterpillar enjoying the 

Swamp Milkweed. 
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By Will Drews 

 

On Tuesday, August 7th, 2018, Knox County made history in Indiana by passing the first terrestrial invasive plant regulation in 

the state. This ordinance will prevent the sale, trade, and import of 66 different invasive plant species in Knox County. Knox 

County is ahead of a potential Indiana Department of Natural Resources rule that might go into effect prohibiting 44 species 

(included in the 66 prohibited in Knox County) throughout the entire state of Indiana. This is a win for all agricultural 

producers, recreationalists, foresters, environmentalists, and general landowners in Knox County. 

 
For those unaware of invasive species and all the recent talk about them, let’s go over some of the basics. Invasive species are 

species that are non-native to an area and cause or are likely to cause economic harm, environmental harm or harm to human 

health. Mainstream examples of invasive species in the Eastern United States include Asian Carp, the Emerald Ash Borer, 

Kudzu, and many more. The known invasive species are estimated to cost the United States over $120 billion per year in 

damages and control costs! Some of the most prolific invasive plants in Knox County include Asian Bush Honeysuckle species 

(Lonicera maackii in particular) and Wintercreeper (Euonymus fortunei). Asian Bush Honeysuckles can get up to 20 feet tall, and 

between the dense shade they create and chemical warfare they wage, native plants are displaced. Wintercreeper spreads as a 

dense groundcover and grows up anything it can latch onto; it affects the vitality of trees and shrubs as well as prevents other 

plants from germinating. Thankfully, most of the Asian Bush Honeysuckle species are no longer in trade; however, 

Wintercreeper is still often sold as a groundcover and landscape specimen plant. These plant species will be some of those 

prohibited for sale in Knox County starting in 2020.  

 

Here are some of the details of the ordinance, which hopefully will dispel some rumors: 
• The ordinance will take affect on January 1, 2020. 

• Sixty-six invasive plants will be prohibited (i.e. those species rated medium or high on the Indiana Invasive Plant List). 

• Only established plants (seedlings, liners, potted plants, shrubs, and trees) will be prevented from sale. No seeds will be 

prevented from sale at this point. 

• No plants that are already planted or invading areas will be affected by this ordinance. 

• The Natural Resource Specialist or other person designated by the County Commissioners will enforce the ordinance. 

• A newly formed, five member Knox County Invasive Species Board (KCISB) will be the hearing authority for the 

ordinance. 

 
All questions about the ordinance can be directed to myself, the Natural Resource Specialist at the Knox County Soil & 

Water Conservation District, at willem.drews@in.nacdnet.net or (812) 882-8210 ext. 3408. 

Knox County is the First in Indiana to Address Terrestrial Invasive Plants 

Left image: Wintercreeper 
(Euonymus fortunei) covering 
the ground and climbing the 

trees with Burning Bush 
(Euonymus alatus) in the shrub 
layer, invading this Knox Coun-
ty woodlot. Both of these 

commonly sold species will be 
prohibited with the new Knox 

County ordinance.  
 
Above Image: Wintercreeper 

leaves and fruit. 
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Southern IN 
Cooperative Invasives 

Management  
1919 Steven Ave.  
Bedford, IN 47421 

Phone: (812) 653-5563  
Email: 

sicim.info@gmail.com  
 

The SICIM Mission:  

Protect, restore, and enhance southern Indiana’s landscapes by coordinating 

efforts to identify, prevent, and control invasive species. 

SICIM is a Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area (CISMA) encompassing 35 counties in 

Southern Indiana as well as a non-profit since 2009. We are comprised of a Steering Committee as 

well as three active sub-committees: Communications, Financial, and Organizational and Development 

Committees. 

For counties included, please visit our website sicim.info and click on our About tab. 

To find out how to get more involved with SICIM please email us at sicim.info@gmail.com or call 

(812) 653-5563. 

 

By Megan Ritterskamp 

 

The Dubois, Daviess, and Martin County Soil and 

Water Districts (SWCD) announces their new Inva-

sive Species Specialist, Megan Ritterskamp. She is a 

Vanderburgh county resident and graduated from 

the University of Southern Indiana (USI). She grew 

up in Great Falls, MT but has resided in Warrick or 

Vanderburgh counties since 1996. While at USI she 

studied zoology, botany, ecology, environmental 

geology, and environmental policies/sociology. 

Ritterskamp worked in healthcare for 15 years be-

fore returning to school to pursue a degree in Envi-

ronmental Science. She previously worked at Seton 

Harvest, a Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) 

unit in Vanderburgh county, growing a wide variety 

of vegetables for community members and charitable 

organizations. She has also been involved in several 

research studies ranging from bluebird monitoring to trace element soil contamination.  

As the Invasive Species Specialist, Ritterskamp will work primarily through the Jasper SWCD office but 

will serve Dubois, Martin, and Daviess counties. Her position is funded for 36 months through a Clean 

Water Indiana grant, provided by the State Department of Agriculture. Ritterskamp will be working 

with area landowners and community organizations educating the public about the threat invasive spe-

cies pose to the environment. Invasive plants that have been moving into Southern Indiana include Bush 

Honeysuckle, Autumn Olive, and Poison Hemlock to name a few.  

“I am excited to work with area landowners, helping them identify invasive plants on their property 

and provide information on the best way to control those plants.”  

 If you would like Ritterskamp to conduct an invasive plant site visit on your property, or if you have 

any questions about invasive species in the area, please contact her at 812-482-1171 ext:3 or by email 

at megan.ritterskamp@in.nacdnet.net.  

Megan Ritterskamp Joins Soil and Water Conservation 

District as Invasive Species Specialist  
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Visit our website! 
www.sicim.info  

https://www.facebook.com/

sicim35/ 

Invasive Species Control Methods – Disclaimer* 

Any discussion or suggestion of invasive species control methods in this material – including chemical 

or mechanical methods – is based on personal experience or reports of successful treatments by 

experts or professionals.  SICIM does not endorse particular treatment protocols or herbicides. 

Herbicides, and other chemicals and mechanical control equipment, are inherently dangerous.  They 

should be used by trained experts and/or with much caution.  If you choose to use herbicides or 
mechanical equipment, always read and follow the herbicide label and herbicide/equipment safety 

precautions.  Seek professional assistance or training whenever possible. 

New!  

Follow us @ sicimcwma 
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https://www.facebook.com/sicim35/
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