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Heart to Heart with 

RAYNOR
This year has certainly been an interesting one.  
We’ve pushed ourselves outside our comfort zones 
and continue to provide the quality service our 
farmers and forestland owners expect from NRCS.  
The amazing service you’ve provided over the past 4 
months has been highlighted by Chief Lohr, FPAC and 
National Conservation Planning Partnership (NCPP) 
and I couldn’t be prouder.  Please continue to share 
your technical assistance success stories with our 
public affairs staff.  

USDA is continuing to take proactive protective measures to help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.  As you know, FPAC’s approach to reopening offices includes three phases, 
with detailed criteria to reopen a facility.  Most of our offices are currently in stage two 
of the reopening phase and because of the recent surge of COVID cases, we anticipate 
that we will stay in this stage for a while longer  We are asking SWCD Boards and FSA 
County Committees to continue to meet off site as necessary.    The Leadership Team will 
continue to keep you updated as we hear from our National Office.  Updated information 
related to the coronavirus and current status of USDA Service Centers, temporary service 
center closures, and online options for farmers can also be found by visiting:   https://
www.farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

One of our main focuses this year was to increase our staff to help with the increase in 
workload.  In FY20, Indiana NRCS has already filled 56 positions, and we are continuing 
to move forward with hiring additional positions.  I know you all have done a great job 
filling our staffing gaps during this time and I appreciate all your efforts to make Indiana 
successful.  

I want to give a big congratulations to Brianne Lowe who recently received one of NRCS’ 
National Biologist Awards.  These awards are presented to honor special achievements 
in the biology field.  Bri received an Honorable Mention for her leadership with the 
Women4theLand Initiative.  Read more about her accomplishments in the kudos section.  
Congrats to Brianne for her amazing work with this partnership.

As we quickly approach the end of the year, I can see our Indiana NRCS employees are 
hard at work.  Indiana landowners have showed great interest in our Farm Bill programs 
and it has far outreached our initial allocation of funds.  In an effort to address our 
conservation needs, I have requested additional funds for the EQIP, CSP Classic and 
ACEP and we have received an additional $8.8 million dollars.  Thank you for your 
commitment to putting conservation on the ground.  As we get close to closing out 
FY20, I want to thank you for all your help and continued support to get conservation on 
the ground while maintaining the healthiest environment possible for our customers and 
employees. 
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Sign up to receive information on 
specific Indiana NRCS topics directly 
to your e-mail!  Simply click on 
the GovDelivery link, provide your 
e-mail address, and pick the Indiana 
topics you’d like to learn more 
about.  

Need help signing up?  No problem!  
Contact Kris Vance at:  kris.vance@
usda.gov for assistance or to learn 
more about GovDelivery.

Sign Up

Jerry Raynor,
Indiana State Conservationist

Brianne Lowe, State Biologist,  
wins national NRCS Biologist award

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDANRCS/subscriber/new
mailto:kris.vance@in.usda.gov
mailto:kris.vance@in.usda.gov


Q:   As one of our Pathway Students, 
please help us get to know you better.
Hi, my name is Yailyn Rosado Martinez and 
I am from Puerto Rico. I lived all my life in 
a small town called Yauco in the south of 
the island. I have a bachelor’s degree in 
Agricultural Science with a concentration 
in Environment Agricultural Systems from 
the University of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez 
Campus. Currently, I am working towards 
a master’s degree in Soil Science in the 
University of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez 
Campus. When I was doing my bachelor’s 
degree, I never had the courage to apply 
for the internship because of my fear of 
speaking English when my first language is 
Spanish. But I had a second chance when 
I got accepted for the master’s degree 
program in August 2018. One of my goals 
was to apply for a Pathways position.  In 
2019 I got accepted in Evansville, Indiana. 
This summer is my second year coming 
back to Indiana, but this time it’s a little bit 
challenging due to Covid-19 pandemic. 

Q:  Tell us a little bit about your experience working as an 
NRCS Pathways student.
Being a NRCS Pathway Student has been very gratifying and a 
great professional experience because I got the opportunity to 
learn, in a different way, the conservation of natural resources 
where the main purpose is soil health by doing no tillage 
and maximize cover crops.  I had the opportunity to work 
in different counties to observe different environments and 
understand crop conservation practices that will help me in the 
future with a career in the agency and expand my knowledge as 
a graduate student.

Q: What did you enjoy most about your experience as a 
Pathways Student?
I  have enjoyed earning about different types of agriculture like 
row crops and how the agency helps farmers with conservation 
practices. I was able to participate in the Conservation Crusader 
in Warrick County which was amazing because they educate 
kids about the importance of agriculture while having fun. 
Also, I had the opportunity to be in a Soil Health Training at 
Purdue University, where they showed us the importance of soil 

conservation and management so it can 
be sustainable for the next generations. 

Q: Who was your greatest influence/
mentor while working as a Pathways 
Student? 
During last summer I was able to work 
with Rita Becker-Forler, learning about 
different aspects of natural resources 
conservation. She was an amazing 
trainer with a lot of knowledge about 
agriculture and natural resources. I am 
very grateful for everything that she 
taught me because it will help me in the 
development of my professional career. 

Q:  When you graduate, what do you 
hope to do with your degree?
When I graduate with my master’s 
degree, I would like to have the 
opportunity to start my career with the 
agency. I hope to continue growing 
as a professional by expanding my 
knowledge that will help me achieve 
other opportunities.

Q:  When you aren’t in class or interning for NRCS, what do 
you like to do in your spare time?
Puerto Rico is a small island, but you can do something new 
every day and have a good time while learning about our 
culture. I can go to the beach, which is very close from where 
I live, or go to the pool in the afternoon to relax and have a 
great time. I am a family person, so I love to spend time at home 
with family and my kittens. On the weekends, I do mini road 
trips around the island visiting new places with my family or 
friends. We have a lot of local restaurant where we can go to try 
new dishes and drink my favorite non-alcoholic beverage, piña 
colada. 

On the weekends, when I am in Indiana, I love to do mini road 
trips to visit different places to get to know the culture. Also, 
I visit the nearby states like Illinois, Kentucky, Missouri and 
Tennessee to explore tourist attractions and local areas while 
having an amazing time.
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Employee Spotlight
Yailyn Rosado, Pathways Student Intern

Yailyn Rosado,
Pathways Student Intern
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Kudos to... 
Brianne Lowe, State Biologist, for receiving one of four 
national biologist awards from the NRCS for her leadership in the 
Women4theLand Initiative. Even before the partnership effort 
became a formal initiative, Brianne worked with outside partners 
to learn the methodology and became a facilitator for women-only 
learning circles. She has facilitated more women’s learning circles 
than anyone else in the state. Brianne created and introduced 
new curriculum and content and has been the chairperson for the 
Program Committee for the last four years. Brianne also recruits, 
trains and oversees the female resource professionals serving as 
learning circle facilitators. She’s been an invaluable part of the 
success of this innovative initiative, which has reached nearly 
1,600 Indiana women with conservation information over the last 
several years. - Submitted by Shannon Zezula, State Resource 
Conservationist.

Kris Vance, State Public Affairs Specialist, for her efforts in 
editing the video pipe inspections of Indiana watershed dams.  Her 
expertise and willingness to help with editing content and size of 
videos made it possible to upload the files.  Indiana NRCS is able to 
support national efforts of maintaining an active role of uploading 
critical information into NRCS – DamWatch, an interactive web 
tool for watershed dams.- Submitted by Mike Cox, State 
Conservation Engineer.

The SW Area Staff for all the hard work and positive attitudes 
during this unusual time. They have been very helpful and willing 
to listen to field staff and help find answers we need to get 
through these planning and contracting responsibilities in this 
new and crazy year.  It seems to me like we have had an overload 
of information in our new tools and rules under CD, CART, and 
the 2018 Farm Bill, but your staff (although a bit exasperated like 
the DCs) are still supportive and really are helping productivity. - 
Submitted by Rita Forler-Becker, District Conservationist.

Kristen Giesting, Soil Conservationist, on her work during her 
detail with the Climate Hubs.  Part of her recent work has been 
to develop two brochures which link climate change adaptation 
approaches to NRCS practices for cropland and livestock topics. 
The brochures have been developed collaboratively by the Hubs 
and NRCS staff.  These brochures were written with a Midwestern 
focus, and our hope is that these documents can be printed and 
used by NRCS in field offices within that region.  - Submitted by 
Kris Vance, State Public Affairs Specialist

Chris Lee, Princeton CDT Leader, for having his “Battery Urban 
Farm and Coronageddon” photo selected by a panel of judges 
as one of the top 12 submissions in the SWCS Photo Contest.  
Chris’ photo will be displayed virtually during the 75th SWCS 
International Annual Conference on July 27-29, 2020 to compete 
for a People’s Choice Award!  - Submitted by Kris Vance, State 
Public Affairs Specialist. 

Chris Lee’s “Battery Urban 
Farm and Coronageddon”  

photo (left) was also selected 
as this year’s “Expanding 
Horizons” winner for best 
photo depicting the 2020 
SWCS Annual Conference 

theme. 

The Bartholomew County Conservation Partnership, led by the Bartholomew County SWCD, 
has been working together to develop a conservation corridor at their county fairgrounds.  
This walking path around their one of the convention halls showcases several different 
urban and agricultural conservation practices.  One of the practices they wanted to highlight 
in the corridor was a pollinator habitat.  Since Columbus is well known in Indiana for their 
architecture, the SWCD enlisted a senior student to make a pollinator habitat that not only 
complements the conservation corridor but also the architecture culture of Columbus.  

The 2020 seniors at Columbus area schools were required to complete a project that benefits 
their community in order to graduate.  Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
projects were canceled.  However, Allana Whiteside had put too much work into her project 
to just quit.  Allana pushed through and completed her project for the partnership.  

Allana’s senior project was an architectural art piece that doubles as a pollinator habitat.  
This habitat was placed out at Bartholomew County SWCD’s Conservation Corridor at the 
Bartholomew County Fairgrounds.  Allana and her family worked to get it installed while the 
offices were encouraged to work at home.  

Volunteer Moves Forward Even in Pandemic

Allana Whiteside sits below her pollinator habitat 
that is displayed at the Conservation Corridor at the 

Bartholomew County Fairgrounds.
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IN Association of Soil & Water Conservation Districts, Bi-Weekly Updates:  http://iaswcd.org/news/newsletter/

IN Conservation Partnership: http://icp.iaswcd.org 

IN Dept. of Environmental Management:  www.in.gov/idem

IN Dept. of Natural Resources: www.in.gov/dnr 

IN State Dept. of Agriculture, Division of Soil Conservation: http://www.in.gov/isda/soil/

Purdue Cooperative Extension Service:  https://www.extension.purdue.edu/

USDA Farm Service Agency: www.in.fsa.usda.gov

Partnership Websites

The annual winter engineering meeting for NRCS, ISDA & 
SWCD was held on January 30, 2020 at the NRCS state office 
with 35 partnership employees in attendance.  The topics 
included Pipeline Safety, Slabs on Grade, Synthetic Liners, IDEM 
Permitting, BioReactors/Saturated Buffers and Watershed Model 
Demonstration.  

Mike Miller, NIPSCO Public Safety Trainer, provided a great 
presentation on safety when working around natural gas pipelines.  
Mr. Miller also showed the different characteristics of natural gas 
and propane with some exciting demonstrations with his trusty 
assistant, Terry Roser, ET at Huntington CDT.  

Mike Cox, SCE, gave a short training on Slabs on Grade and the 
required area of steel depending on the thickness of the slab and 
base provided.  

Scott Wagner, Agricultural Engineer, highlighted Bioreactors and 
Saturated Buffers and the potential site locations and payment 
schedules for each practice.  

Several employees from IDEM gave a presentation on wetlands 
and the requirements for obtaining an IDEM 401 permit and which 
scenarios would require a permit.  

A lunchtime presentation was given on new erosion control 
products by Jim Blazek, D2, and on synthetic liners by Brad 
DeArment. 

Jeff Cannaday, NW Area Engineer, explained how to use the 
watershed model which was on loan from the Indiana Association 
of Floodplain & Storm Water Managers (INAFSM).  The group used 
the model to develop a hydrograph for 3 runoff events (parking lot, 

wetland & pond).  The modeling demonstration included our very 
own “Splash Zone” during the rainfall event provided by Andres 
Pagan, Princeton SCT.  

Indiana NRCS is planning on purchasing a similar model to be used 
for engineering boot camp and other educational opportunities.  
The model will be housed at the state office and available for check 
out similar to other exhibits.  The day prior to the engineering 
meeting, a training on the new Trimble GPS instruments and data 
collectors was provided by Seiler Instruments with 25 in attendance.

Winter Engineering Meeting
Submitted by Mike Cox, State Conservation Engineer

Tandy Schiffli, Albion Engineering T, and Andres Pagan, Princeton SCT assist Jeff 
Cannaday with developing a parking lot hydrograph using the model.

http://icp.iaswcd.org
www.in.gov/idem
www.in.gov/dnr
http://www.in.gov/isda/soil
https://www.extension.purdue.edu
www.fsa.usda.gov


Personnel Updates
SELECTIONS FROM VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Frank Gronwald, Engineering Technician, at Greencastle CDT, effective 6-7-20.
Thomas Perkins, District Conservationist, at Greencastle, effective 5-24-20.
Stephanie Mitchell, District Conservationist at Princeton, effective 5-24-20.
Jeremy Palmer, District Conservationist at Columbia City, effective 5-24-20.
Katelyn Fagan, District Conservationist at Frankfort, effective 5-24-20.
Tyler Trout, Engineering Technician at Greencastle CDT, effective 5-24-20.
Genny Helt, Area Resource Conservationist (RMS) at North Vernon AO, effective 5-10-20.
Steve Hamilton, Program Assistant at Huntington CDT, effective 5-10-20.
Norlando Veals, Soil Conservation Technician at Huntington CDT, effective 6-21-20.
Garrett Wilson, Engineering Technician at Salem CDT, effective 7-5-20.
Amanda Kautz, District Conservationist at Terre Haute, effective 7-5-20.
Erin O’Conner, Soil Conservationist, Pathway Conversion; effective 7-19-20.
Bennet Schmitt, Soil Conservationist, Pathway Conversion; effective 7-19-20.
Andrew Rust, Soil Conservation Technician at Greensburg CDT, effective 6-7-20.
Lauren Malcolm, Soil Conservation Technician at Albion CDT, effective 6-7-20.
Madison Dobbins, Soil Conservation Technician at Huntington CDT; effective 8-16-20.
Joshlyn Held, Soil Conservationist at Princeton CDT; effective 8-2-20.
Brian McCutchan, Soil Conservationist at Salem CDT; effective 8-2-20.
Julius White, Management Analyst at Indianapolis; effective 8-2-20.
Joyce Thompson, Soil Conservationist at Albion CDT; effective 8-2-20.
Jason Conner Supv District Conservationist (PTL) at Rensselaer; effective 7-19-20.
Brandon O’Conner, Public Affairs Specialist at State Office; effective 8-30-20
Rachel Grayless, Soil Conservationist at Greencastle CDT; effective 8-2-20.

REASSIGNMENTS
Brian Kruse, Forester; Reassignment to Missouri; effective 7-19-20.
Christina Gates, District Conservationist, Promotion to Ohio; effective 6-21-20.

RETIREMENTS
Ruth Montgomery, CDT Leader, Rensselaer, effective 7/31/2020

AUGUST
5: SAC/FAC Meeting
6: Soil Survey Planning Conference
12: Southeast Area Meeting
18: Statewide QA Meeting
 Area Conservationist Meeting
19: Leadership Team Meeting
20: Supervisor Training Part 2
25: Northwest Area Meeting
26: Southwest Area Meeting

SEPTEMBER
1: Northeast Area Meeting
2: SAC/FAC Meeting
7: Offices Closed
9: Southeast Area Meeting
15: State Soil Conservation Board Meeting
16: Leadership Team Meeting
22: Area Conservationist Meeting

Mark Your Calenders
SEPTEMBER continued
29: Northwest Area Meeting
30: Southwest Area Meeting

OCTOBER
7: SAC/FAC Meeting
12: Offices Closed
20: Area Conservationist Meeting
21: Leadership Team Meeting
27: State Soil Conservation Board Meeting

NOVEMBER
4: SAC/FAC Meeting
11: Offices Closed
18: Leadership Team Meeting
26: Offices Closed
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