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NRCS to Invest $50 Million to Increase Recreational Public Access on Private Lands 
 
Indianapolis, IN, October 2, 2019 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will make up to $50 million 
available to help create or expand state government and tribal programs that encourage landowners and 
land managers to allow public access to their land for hunting, fishing and other wildlife-dependent 
recreation. USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is accepting proposals through November 
27 from state governments and tribes for the Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program (VPA-
HIP).  
 
“These projects are excellent examples of how we engage in public-private partnerships, uniting both public 
and private entities to deliver long-term conservation benefits that the public, outdoor enthusiasts, wildlife, 
landowners and land managers may experience,” said Indiana NRCS State Conservationist Jerry Raynor. 
“With more than 80 percent of Indiana being privately owned, this program enables landowners and land 
managers to benefit from offering public access to their land.” 
 
Only state governments and tribes are eligible to apply. Projects can last up to three years. The maximum 
amount for a single award is $3 million.  
 
Highlights of the new VPA-HIP funding opportunity include: 

 Up to 25 percent of the funding for each award can be used to provide incentives to improve habitat 
on enrolled public access program lands. 

 Landowner participants must follow NRCS practice standards for any habitat improvement activities. 
This requirement can be waived if an awardee provides sufficient justification. 

 State governments and tribes can request up to 10 percent of program funds for technical assistance. 
 
Additionally, the Farm Bill included a new provision that requires NRCS to invest VPA-HIP dollars to increase 
public access on lands covered by a U.S.-held wetland easement. This includes lands enrolled in the former 
Wetland Reserve Program or the Wetland Reserve Easement Component of the Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program.           
 
A webinar for potential VPA applicants is scheduled for October 10 at 3 p.m. EST. Applications are due 
November 27. Visit the VPA-HIP website 
(https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/farmbill/?cid=stelprdb1242739)  to 
learn more about applying for the program or the upcoming webinar.  More information is also available in 
the notice of funding (https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=321053).  
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Contacts: 
Jerry Raynor, State Conservationist, 317.295.5801 (jerry.raynor@usda.gov) 
Gerald Roach, Assistant State Conservationist, Programs, 317-285-5820 (jerry.roach@usda.gov)   
Becky Fletcher, Public Affairs Specialist, 317.295.5825 (rebecca.fletcher@usda.gov)   
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