
 

 

Dear Friends, 

Today marks 19 years since terrorists attacked the United States killing nearly 
3,000 people. That year, Erev Rosh Hashanah fell just six days later. Rabbis and 
other Jewish leaders scrambled to adapt their Rosh Hashanah messages to 
respond to our feelings of loss, fear, sadness, and vulnerability. Today, many 
people are experiencing similar feelings due to the pandemic, social injustice, 
financial vulnerability, natural disasters and other events beyond their control. 
Rosh Hashanah messages will again reflect on the events of our time. 

While we acknowledge the reality of these difficult times, we must remember that the Jewish people 
have 3,000 years of experience to draw upon. We have a history of working together to adapt to 
multiple hardships. Our ability to work together to assess our challenges and find creative solutions has 
enabled us to persevere as a people.   

It is during times like these that it is important that we don’t only hope for a better future, but we have 
faith for our future. While the concepts of hope and faith are linked, there are subtle differences. Hope 
is solitary. It’s passive. Hope is not empowering. Faith, on the other hand, requires being in relationship, 
it requires action, and it empowers. Our ancestors are described as people of faith, not people of hope.   

Two people are stranded on an island. One sits and does nothing but hopes to be rescued. The other 
creates an S.O.S. sign from driftwood, prepares bonfires to be lit, and attaches brightly colored pieces of 
fabric to poles to draw attention from passing ships. While the former demonstrates hope, the latter 
demonstrates faith that by acting, they will have a better chance of being rescued. 

As we enter the High Holiday season, the St. Paul Jewish Federation will not simply hope for a better 
future. Rather, we have faith that through our actions and the efforts and the support of our donors, 
volunteers, community partners and staff, we will build an even stronger and more vibrant Jewish 
community for all.   

The recently released population study will identify key issues which need to be addressed and will 
guide much of our work for the next several years. But we do know some of the issues: becoming a 
more inclusive community that welcomes all Jews, regardless of race, sexual identity, level of 
observance, or path to Judaism; addressing Jewish education; and reducing impediments which limit 
access to Jewish involvement. I look forward to what we will achieve together. 

Shanah Tovah Umetukah! 

 

 


