Student Notebook Teacher’s Guide
The Student Notebook is designed to:
· Develop problem-solving skills
· Reinforce familiar English vocabulary
· Introduce new vocabulary in context
· Provide an enjoyable, supportive space for practicing English without judgment

The monthly Student Notebook can be the entire focus of a learning session or can be used a section at a time over five or six sessions.

Every issue of the Student Notebook contains the following sections:

1. Word Ladder. When solving the Word Ladder puzzle, students will probably encounter words they don’t know. Encourage students to begin by filling in the unchanging letters from the previous word. Only the highlighted letter changes from the previous word. 

2. Word-Picture Puzzle. Sometimes called a Rebus, students need to figure out the word each picture represents and then combine them to make a new compound noun.

3. Brainteasers are tricky questions and riddle jokes. You can help your student(s) figure out the answers by asking leading questions. For the Brainteaser for July 2025 – “As I going to St. Ives I met a man with seven wives….,” questions about who was going to St. Ives and who was leaving St. Ives will help your student answer the riddle. If your student doesn’t ‘get it,’ you can provide the answer and then talk about why that is the answer. It is all a learning process.

4. Crypto-Quiz combines a quiz featuring certain words and a cryptogram (the quotation). In all puzzles of this sort the letters of the words in the solution are substituted by numbers. In completing the definitions in the first – quiz – section, all the letters needed to solve the quotation will be found.  

5. Captain Comprehension takes a look at ‘busy’ words: words that can be used as various parts of speech, words spelled differently but having the same pronunciation.

After discussing the selected words, two practice cloze exercises are provided to give students the opportunity practice what they have learned and demonstrate their understanding of these words. 

A selection of idiomatic expressions with example sentences completes this section.

6. Answers are found upside down on the last page.

Feel free to reach out to me with any questions, comments or suggestions.

Happy Tutoring,

Faye Sheppard
fayejhts@comcast.net
772 453 4375 cell
