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Dear Friends,

As we end our 58th year of serving children and adults with
developmental disabilities, we continue to weather the COVID-19 storm
like so many others. We are thankful to our donors, supporters, vendors
and the federal and state government agencies for all of their support
during these very challenging times.

Now as we turn our focus to the future, it is time for us to begin planning
for the replacement of our Early Learning Center, which opened in 1970.
We are in need of an up-to-date facility that can support new and
innovative teaching techniques. We are hopeful to break ground in the
next 5 years and begin the next chapter at Irene Wortham Center, Inc. In
addition, many of our other facilities and homes are showing signs of
wear and we have begun to repair and replace where needed.

Thanks to many years of strong financial stewardship, and with the
continued support of our donors, we have a solid base of funding to
prepare for the next 58 years of serving folks from Buncombe and
surrounding counties. We have seen through this pandemic the
importance of the programs we provide - especially the need for quality
Early Learning Centers that support families as they work, attend classes,
help their older children with online learning, and so many other things
parents have on their plates on a daily basis.

Our hope and goal is to be here ready and able to serve our consumers
and community for many years to come!

With much gratitude and appreciation,
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MISSION
Provide comprehensive,

quality residential and day
services for children &

adults with developmental
and/or socioeconomic

challenges.

GOAL
Help every individual reach
their fullest potential from

birth until end of life.

VALUES
Respect

Care
Quality

Professionalism
Individuality

Family-friendly
Integrity



Nathan has been a resident at Rose Street since 2019. He came to Irene Wortham
Residential Center when he was 7 years old and his guardian, Nicolette, is excited by all of
the growth he has shown. Nicolette discovered IWRC when searching for a program that
could provide attentive care to Nathan as well as provide a more centralized location to
meet his therapeutic and medical needs that are caused by a developmental disability.

Since joining Irene Wortham Center, Nathan has only been hospitalized once, which is a
significant improvement for him and a testament to the level of care and medical attention
he is receiving at the residential home. Nicolette says that each time she visits Nathan he
looks happy, healthy, and more grown-up. In terms of emotional and behavioral
development, Nathan's tantrums have calmed down, he is more independent, and he loves
puzzles!

One of the most exciting achievements that Nicolette talks about is that Nathan can now
spin objects in his hands - something he was not able to do before. Nathan has fit into the
Irene Wortham Residential Center family extremely well and Nicolette has peace of mind
because she knows "he is safe".

Nicolette praises Irene Wortham Center staff for their dedication and attributes all of
Nathan's success to the stability that the center provides. From scheduling medical
appointments to getting Nathan to school, Irene Wortham Center staff are there for him
every step of the way to provide all of the care he needs to be happy and healthy. Nicolette
is confident IWRC is handling COVID-19 in a safe and effective manner and she is looking
forward to a socially distanced visit with Nathan in the near future.

NATHAN'S STORY
Thriving at the Rose Street Residential Home
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To learn more about the Residential Homes,
visit www.ireneworthamcenter.org.
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Enzo is 4 years old and has been enrolled in the Early Learning Center since February. He
has since made significant strides in his communication, behaviors, and interactions with
other students. Enzo has ADHD and adjustment disorder; his therapist referred him to
Irene Wortham Center because he was not receiving adequate attention for his needs at
his past childcare center.

Enzo's development since coming to the Early Learning Center has been outstanding says
his mother, Kelly. Importantly, Enzo now receives individualized care from attentive staff
and has great relationships with his teachers in Classroom A. He's able to get outside
more, has learned how to better communicate his feelings, and is making awesome
artwork! A highlight for Kelly is when she picks him up from school and he articulates how
his day went and what he did. Kelly says she enjoys receiving pictures and highlights from
Enzo's teachers throughout the day because this helps the two of them have in-depth
conversations about what Enzo did that day.

Behavioral therapy has helped Enzo grow a lot; he is now able to ask for space when he
needs it. Kelly is pleased with all of the resources Irene Wortham Center has provided her
and Enzo and she praises the Early Learning Center staff for their responsiveness and
attentiveness in working with Enzo.
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ENZO'S STORY
Success in the Early Learning Center

To learn more about the Early Learning Center,
visit www.ireneworthamcenter.org.
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Buncombe County Early Childhood Fund
Child & Adult Care Food Program
Community Foundation of WNC

Dogwood Health Trust
Pisgah Health Foundation

Republic Services
Southern Vision Alliance

VAYA Health
WNC Bridge Foundation

The financial information in this report reflects 12 months (July 1st, 2019 - June 30th, 2020).

Irene Wortham Center, Inc. and Irene Wortham Residential Center, Inc. are tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organizations.
Financial information is available upon request.

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

We are so grateful to donors and
community partners who support Irene

Wortham Center. Without your
generosity and dedication to our mission,
the work we do in the community would
not be possible. Your donations enable us

to provide the highest quality services
every day of the year.

To make a one-time or recurring
contribution, please visit

www.ireneworthamcenter.org or call
828-274-6053.
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FUNDING SOURCES

FUNDING USES

FOUNDATION & COMMUNITY
GRANT PARTNERS

A combined look at IWC and IWRC



20TH ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
A COVID-19 postponement followed by a rain-out made for an unconventional tournament this year.
Thanks to the support of players and sponsors we raised $39,451 to benefit the folks in our programs!
We want to thank our Eagle Sponsors, Blue Ridge Pharmacy and SONA Pharmacy & Clinic, as well as
Mount Mitchell Golf Club, the hosting course.

The tournament was started to encourage friends to get together to support a good cause and has
been a critical fundraising effort for the past 20 years. Your continued support has helped thousands of
children and adults with developmental and/or socioeconomic challenges.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chad Whittemore, Chair
Wes McCall, Vice Chair
Mickey Dale, Treasurer
Dr. Larry Fisher, Secretary
Candace Folks, Past Chair
Matthew Henry, President & CEO

Anne Morgan, Member
Ben Woody, Member
Jason Gast, Member
Jeff Hicks, Member
Kara Nash, Member
Laura Brown,  Member
Rhyna Simmers, Member
Rita Maddux, Member

PROGRAMS AT A GLANCE
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Early Learning Center Residential Homes Adult Day Activity

A 5-star rated developmental
day center providing a

structured and inclusive Pre-K
educational environment for
typically developing children,
children with developmental
disabilities, and children from

low-income families. Of the 100
children, 90% are from low-
income families, 40% have

developmental delays, 60% are
typically developing.

Provides a unique balance of
activities that promote an

optimal level of independence
in daily living, while fostering

socialization and interaction on
a community level. The trained
staff offer a variety of activities
including art, music therapy,

cooking lessons, and focus on
individualized development
plans for each participant.

3 homes provide
comprehensive, around-the-
clock individualized care for

children and adults with
developmental disabilities. There

is an emphasis on specialized
therapies, medical care, and

strong staff/resident ratios. All
therapy services are designed to

increase independence and
choices in life.

To learn about other programs including Supported Employment and Assisted Family Living or to
understand the impact of COVID-19 in each program, visit our website or call 828-778-1157.



For more information or to give to Irene Wortham Center, please visit
WWW.IRENEWORTHAMCENTER.ORG OR CALL 828-274-6053

916 West Chapel Road
Asheville, NC 28803

828-274-7518
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Irene

Wortham
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