
From ACEs to Assets: Successfully Applying Trauma-Responsive Practices to Grow Resilience and Improve 
Education, Health and Wellness Outcomes 

Last month, 1300 community members and professionals gathered at the Healing Trauma, Healthy Communities 
Conference in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  This three-day series began with a community call to action on addressing 
race and historical trauma as part of the healing framework and included plenary sessions from leading experts 
in the field such as Dr. Robert Anda, Laura Porter, Dr. Bruce Perry, Dr. Kenneth Ginsburg, and L. Song 
Richardson.   

CCSI’s Dr. Elizabeth Meeker, Director, Practice Transformation, and Amy Scheel Jones, Senior Consultant, 
Practice Transformation, presented on integrating trauma-responsive and resilience development strategies 
within an education setting.  They provided a brief review of foundational information on the impact of trauma 
and adversity on educational outcomes, and the principles of trauma-responsive education. Through the lens of 
school, family, and community collaboration, the session discussion included an approach to sustainable change, 
and strategies that are in alignment with Multi-Tiered Systems of Support. The essential element of resilience 
and the power of the educator were highlighted through compelling data demonstrating undeniable risk-
reduction in the presence of assets able to be developed in an educational setting. They emphasized 
opportunities for practice change at the individual, school, district, and community levels. Through this 
exploration of research and practical experience, participants gained a vision of their next steps to becoming 
more trauma-responsive.  

We were honored to have Wisconsin’s First Lady, Tonette Walker, attend CCSI’s session! Through her Fostering 
Futures initiative, the First Lady has been leading the state’s efforts to better recognize, understand and address 
the effects of trauma on the lives of children and families through her work with the Wisconsin Department of 
Children and Families, as well as private organizations  

If you missed their presentation, click here to review. Contact Dr. Elizabeth Meeker and Amy Scheel Jones to 
learn how your organization can become more trauma-responsive.   
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