
Here is the concert program and a note from Benjamin: 

 

DELIVER OUR SOULS 

Gabriel Jackson (b. 1962) Requiem (2008) 

Owain Park (b. 1993) For the Fallen (2016) 

Park Beati quorum via (2014) 

James MacMillan (b. 1959) Cantos sagrados (1989) 

 

How shall we view death and dying? How might this inform how we live? 

 

These questions have occupied humans from time immemorial. Philosophy and religion have certainly 

provided a variety of answers-some focused on an afterlife, some on the here and now. This program, at a 

glance, could be mistaken for presenting a Catholic perspective, with titles in Latin and featuring the work 

of three contemporary composers known for their sacred music. However, it is important to observe that 

Gabriel Jackson has chosen texts from several sources, and has omitted some of the text of the Catholic 

Requiem (Mass for the dead); the texts of the two works by Owain Park are from a poem and a Psalm; 

and MacMillan's Cantos sagrados juxtaposes sacred and secular texts, including the words of Ana María 

Mendoza, who questions the Catholic faith of those who kill and destroy. 

 

One common thread is the honoring of the dead-particularly those whose ways are blameless; the just; the 

faithful.* I encourage you to think of those no longer with us. They may have died slowly, peacefully, 

suddenly, or tragically; they may have been larger-than-life or unassuming; but their legacy continues in 

your thoughts and memories. Remember them and cherish them. But besides introspection and memory, 

this program sparks feelings and emotions that provoke us to act. MacMillan's work questions and decries 

injustice and wrongful persecution, while Jackson's Requiem encourages us to live our best lives, 

especially as we approach our inevitable transition and "shuffle off this mortal coil." These two lines of 

thought are presented in summary form in the two Owain Park works. The first, a setting of a text 

associated with Remembrance Day-observed in England and Commonwealth countries, and akin to our 

Memorial Day-connects our moving forward with the memory of the honored dead. The second, a setting 

of a verse from a Psalm, extols the virtues of doing right. 

 

How shall we view death and dying? How might this inform how we live? Tonight's program offers some 

suggestions and poses some difficult questions. I sincerely hope you leave stirred and moved. 

 

*Please see the texts and translations for the specific uses of these formulations 

 


