
                               Your Close Attention, Please: 
                               Easing Pandemic Restrictions 

                                                Updates from the Rector for Wednesday, May 19, 2021 
 

A number of our pandemic restrictions and protocols are being or soon will be eased or elim-
inated due to evolving guidance from our diocese, city, state and the CDC. My thanks to the 
dozen clergy, staff and lay ministry leaders who joined me via Zoom for 90 minutes yesterday 
to scrutinize dozens of matters and who agreed to continue to collaborate with me in regard 
to these matters for our common good. 

Of most importance for now: 

Pre-Registration for Sunday masses remains in place for now. As has been the case, walk-ins 
may join us subject to available spots and manual registration.  

Mask requirements remain in place anywhere on Ascension premises. 

Choir members will continue to sing live — complying with diocesan and CDC guidance, 
including limits on number of singers — and will also continue to pre-record some repertoire. 

Eliminated for now: the circuitous entry through the garden and Wheeler Hall and tem-
perature checks. All attendees will now enter, per tradition, through the LaSalle Street door 
into the vestibule and narthex. 

Eliminated for now: Mandatory hand sanitizer prior to Communion. (Ushers will continue 
to offer it for whose who want it.)  

Eliminated for now: The priest’s face shield. (Yea!) 

Eliminated for now: The strict exiting directions and limitations (after the mass). 

Eliminated for now: The intensive surface sanitizing measures. Thanks to those who         
faithfully served on the cleaning crew for our good and to cleaner/coordinator Carol Noren. 
They will no longer be scheduled after the end of May, although the thorough weekly clean-
ing normally done by our sexton and other cleaning personnel will continue. 

Prayer Books will be returned to the pew racks (but not the Hymnals, for now ). 

Weekday parish office hours & ‘business’ are back to normal with some restrictions (e.g. masks). 

 
 
 

Under continuing review in anticipation of further changes (partial list only): 

• If/when to add a 2nd Sunday mass, and what 
form of it? When can we resume full Solemn High 
Mass? Return to the Communion Rail? 

• In-person coffee hours MAY be resumed subject 
to volunteer leadership and compliance with safe 
gathering and serving guidelines.  

• Virtual coffee hours may be eliminated due to 
low participation and little or no organization. 
What can replace it for continued and better re-
mote connections? 

• Daily Office—@ Ascension or continued remote? 

• Hearing Assistance Units—awaiting volunteer co-
ordinator and training  

• Sunday nursery care. 

• What about Corpus Christi?  

• Technology matters: volunteer help; what services 
to live-stream; remote lectors (or not). 

• When will we reintroduce the healing mass 
(traditionally on Saturday mornings)? 

Pandemic restriction updates will be posted weekly with the newsletter. Please keep informed.  


