
     Born on February 22, 1932, Sister Barbara Louise Drell, OSA, was a third-
generation true Chicagoan. She received her Bachelor’s degree in Education while 
attending Roosevelt University and earned a graduate degree at DePaul University. 
She then did what she loved over many years, teaching in schools on Chicago’s 
West Side and at Malcolm X College.  

     Sr. Barbara later continued and expanded her teaching vocation through her 
years of creative, faithful instruction in the children’s Sunday School at the Church 
of the Ascension. A number of children’s plays that she wrote brought Bible stories 
to life in modern settings with familiar language and characters. Her greatest teach-
ing legacy, however, may be the countless English language students, young and 
old, immigrants from every continent, to whom she enthusiastically provided one-
on-one instruction, even over the phone after the March 2020 COVID-19 stay-at-
home orders. 

     Not always an Episcopalian, or  Christian, 
Barbara was raised in the Jewish tradition. 
However, on July 27, 1955 the twenty-three 
year old Barbara was reborn into Christ 
through the Holy Spirit at her baptism in 
Saint Andrew’s Chapel, located in Chicago’s 
Saint James’ Episcopal Cathedral. About    
that occasion she stated, “This was, is and      
always will be the greatest event of my life.”  

     Sister Barbara entered the Order of Saint 
Anne in 1976 at the age of forty-four. Then  
for the next forty-four and ½ years she served 
her Lord and the Church as a vowed bride of 
Christ, dying at age eighty-eight. Half of her 
life was spent living the vowed life of a Religious. 

     Sister Barbara greeted nearly everyone, everywhere with a big smile. She was easy 
to love and equally enjoyed a meaningful conversation and a lively party. She could 
also become feisty when advocating for children or others easy to overlook. She was 
a voracious reader of literary novels and church newsletters,  and she especially ap-
preciated others with whom she could explore new ideas, current events and mat-
ters of faith. A fixture for decades in the front pews at Church of the Ascension, 
Sister Barbara was both conspicuously and modestly devout. You never doubted if 
she said she would pray for you. If you knew her at all, you knew that she loved 
God, loved others, and loved milk chocolate.    

     Psalm 90 includes this prayer: “So teach us to number our days, that we may apply 
our hearts to wisdom” (Ps. 90:12) Sister Barbara Louise lived that prayer and, for eighty -
eight years gave us an example of what it looks like to apply our hearts to wisdom. Thanks be 
to God. 
                           - Based on an August 2020 remembrance written by Br. Nathanael Rahm, BSG 


