
 
 
 
 
 

Easter 2019 
 
Dear fellow Ascension members and music lovers, 
 

We’ve all heard that a picture is worth a thousand words. Below is one that qualifies for me. But 
those of us who treasure Ascension’s music tradition might argue that a well-rendered Bach, Widor 
or Howells composition on Ascension’s unique and magnificent instrument is worth 10,000 words. 
Or maybe we have no words when the best of our sacred music renders us speechless. 
 

What none of us can see 
in this photo is the pains-
taking work that must 
now be done on all 480 
of our Schlicker organ’s 
reed pipes, encompassing 
eight of the instrument’s 
64 ranks. I’m writing now 
to ask you to join me in 
making a financial gift 
toward the $40,000 in 
costs for this work. 
 

As you may know, a first 
phase of this project, also 
$40,000, was completed 
this past October. Replac-
ing all slider motors and 
cleaning and refitting all the sliders that regulate air flow beautifully restored the organ’s versatility, 
responsiveness and reliability. The total $80,000 cost for both phases of this renovation may seem 
breathtaking. But it’s only a tiny fraction of what we would pay for a new pipe organ of comparable 
quality that would be equal to the breadth of our sacred music repertoire.   
 

I’m grateful and excited that Ascension organist David White has invited me to play an organ reded-
ication recital. I’ll be doubly humbled, grateful and excited if you’ll mark your calendars for Sunday 
afternoon, September 29. Look for further details in the months ahead. 
 

Please show how much you value the music we share to the glory of God by taking part in this op-
portunity. A response card is enclosed. We hope to hear from you by the Feast of Pentecost, June 9!  
 

Faithfully, 
 
 
 
David Schrader 
Honorary Chair, Organ Restoration Campaign 



The (Organ) History of Ascension 

Excerpted from History of the Church of the Ascension, Chicago, 1984, by George Giles, Jr. 

and from Pipe Organs of Chicago, 2007, by Stephen J. Schnurr, Jr., and Dennis Northway. 

      Church of the Ascension was founded in 1857, and has played 

an important role in the Anglo-Catholic movement in the Chicago 

region. An earlier church building had been destroyed in the Great 

Fire of October 1871. The baptismal font in the present church was 

salvaged from the ruins. The present church building was construct-

ed between 1881 and 1887 in the French Gothic style, to the designs 

of Albert Wilcox and John Tilton. 

     The earlier church housed Pilcher Bros. opus 58, a one-manual, 

nine-rank organ built in Chicago in 1864. This instrument burned 

with the church. In 1876, Johnson & Son opus 488, a two-manual 

instrument, was installed in the new church. This gave way to John-

son & Son opus 673, a three-manual organ, in 1887. In 1927, M. P. 

Möller of Hagerstown, Maryland, installed their opus 4999, also a 

three-manual organ. In 1964, the Schlicker Organ Company of     

Buffalo, New York, installed a three-manual, sixty-four rank organ.      

     A unique feature of the organ is a small keyboard attached to the 

conductor’s podium, allowing the conductor to give pitches to the 

choir from selected stops in the Swell division, without walking to 

the organ console. The organ was blessed on January 24, 1965, by 

Bishop James Winchester Montgomery. The Berghaus Organ Com-

pany of Bellwood, Illinois, subsequently carried out some judicious 

tonal alterations to the organ and installed a new console, in phases 

in 1984 and 2001. When completed, Bishop Montgomery returned 

to bless the organ as the Schrader Organ, in honor of David Schrader, 

long-time organist to the parish. 

From the Wardens and Rector 

 We are grateful that you have turned the 
page to learn more, and we’re grateful to take 
part with you in a devoted Anglo-Catholic 
parish with such exemplary sacred music. 

 We are grateful for David Schrader, for 
the many ways he’s furthered the legacy of 
music at Ascension and for his willingness to 
serve as honorary chairperson for this appeal. 

 We are grateful for David White, for his 
commitment as Organist to sustain Ascen-
sion’s musical excellence and for his diligence 
and leadership in care for our pipe organ. 

 We are grateful for the generous Ascen-
sion benefactors whose estate bequests made 
it possible for us to go ahead last fall with the 
$40,000 first phase of the organ renovation. 

 We are grateful that Bishop Lee has 
agreed to be with us for the rededication        
of the organ, at which David Schrader has 
agreed to play, on the afternoon of            
Michaelmas, September 29. 

 We are grateful for your willingness to 
consider a generous gift toward the $40,000 
now needed to finish the job. 

 

Cynthia Perrizo, Senior Warden 

 

Gary Alexander, Junior Warden 

 

The Very Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector 

      PS Upcoming … 

    Ascension Day, May 29 

     The Rev. Sam Portaro, guest preacher 

   Feast of Pentecost, June 9 

   Corpus Christi, June 26 

An undated photo of the three-manual Johnson & 

Son instrument, opus 673, installed in 1887.  



 

 
 

… and left undone ... 

Things done ... 
40 original slider motors,                         

many of which had failed 

or were failing, were     

replaced in October 2018. 

Significant parts of   
the organ were dis-
mantled to replace 
the motors and also 
to remove, clean 
and re-align the     
organ ‘sliders’ that 
regulate air flow.  

Our pipe organ has eight ranks of reeds—one 

of which is pictured to the right. All pipes 

from these ranks will be removed during 

Phase II of our restoration project. Highly 

skilled artisans from 

Berghaus Pipe Organ 

Builders will  pains-

takingly re-voice the 

fine mechanisms on 

each pipe to restore 

the original vibrancy 

of these glorious 

ranks. With your 

help, work will begin 

after Corpus Christi 

(June 23) and be com-

pleted by Labor Day. 



Thee 480 reed pipes that are to be completely rebuilt are shown in green and with asterisks:  
1 rank in the GREAT, 3 ranks in the SWELL, 2 ranks in the POSITIV and 2 ranks in the PEDAL. 

GREAT (Manual II) 
16  Quintaton (61 pipes) 
8  Principal (61 pipes) 
8  Gemshorn (61 pipes) 
8  Holzflöte (61 pipes) 
4  Octave (61 pipes) 
4  Hohlflöte (61 pipes) 
2  Schwegel (61 pipes) 
V Cornet (from tenor F—220 pipes) 
IV-VI Mixture (330 pipes) 
IV  Scharf (237 pipes) 
16  Trumpet (73 pipes) * 
8  Trumpet (extension, 16’ Trumpet)  
 

SWELL (Manual III, En-
closed) 
8  Rohrflöte (61 pipes)* 
8  Salicional (61 pipes)* 
8  Voix Celeste (from low F—56 
pipes) 
4  Principal (61 pipes)* 
4  Koppelflöte (61 pipes)* 
2-2/3  Nasat (61 pipes) 
2  Italian Principal (61 pipes) 
1-3/5  Terz (from tenor C—49 pipes) 
IV-V  Mixture (292 pipes) 
16  Fagott (61 pipes) * 
8  Schalmei (61 pipes) * 
4  Clarion (61 pipes) * 
 Tremulant 

POSITIV (Manual I)  
8  Gedackt (61 pipes) 
4  Principal (61 pipes) 
4  Rohrflöte (61 pipes) 
2  Octave (61 pipes) 
2  Blockflöte (61 pipes) 
1-3/5  Terz (44 pipes) 
1-1/3  Klein Nasat (61 pipes) 
1  Sifflöte (61 pipes) 
III-IV  Mixture (225 pipes) 
III  Terzzimbel (183 pipes) 
16  Holzregal (61 pipes) * 
8  Krummhorn (61 pipes) * 
 Tremulant 
8  Trumpet (from Great, 16’ Trumpet) 
 

PEDAL 
32  Untersatz (68 pipes) 
16  Principal (44 pipes) 
16  Subbass (extension, 32’ Untersatz) 
8  Octave (extension, 16’ Principal) 
8  Flachflöte (32 pipes) 
8  Gedackt (extension, 32’ Untersatz) 
4  Choralbass (32 pipes) 
4  Gedackt (extension, 32’ Untersatz) 
2  Hohlflöte (32 pipes) 
III  Rauschpfeife (96 pipes) 
IV  Mixture (128 pipes) 
32  Contrafagott (extension, Swell, 16’ 
Fagott— 12 pipes) 
16  Posaune (44 pipes) * 
16  Fagott (from Swell, 16’ Fagott) 
8  Trumpet (extension, 16’ Posaune)  
8  Trumpet (from Great, 8’ Trumpet)  
4  Schalmei (44 pipes) * 
2  Cornet (extension, 4’ Schalmei) 
 Tremulant 
 Zimbelstern (with toe reversible) 

The CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION, Chicago 

Present specification of Schlicker-Berghaus-’Schrader’ pipe organ 

1133 North LaSalle Boulevard 

Chicago, Illinois   60610 

(312) 664-1271  -  www.ascensionchicago.org 

 

Thank you for your commitment to Phase II of our Organ Restoration Project! 

Your Name(s):  

Amount of your pledge:  

Please indicate:   Payment enclosed; or 

  Payment by                                        ; or 

 I/we would like to speak to the Rector, 
one of the Wardens, or one of the parish 
musicians about my/our gift. 

 

 

 

 

Please use the space on the back of this card to indicate any     


