
St. Mark Council Meeting
Minutes

May 18, 2021 at 6:00 PM

Attending:
Pastor: Mollie Dvorak
President: Karen Gregory
Vice President: Kent Barnard
Secretary: Nancy Richter

Member At Large: Brenda Weaver
Member at Large: David Kelling (via
phone)
Treasurer: Susan Koosmann
Guests:  Jenny Aleckson

Purpose: To grow St. Mark by helping teams, congregation, and staff focus on our Mission and Vision.

Worship: A time to shift from the day’s hectic schedule and become Christ-centered with peace and renewal.
Devotions by Pastor Mollie.

Who is living out our Mission and Vision at St. Mark:
● John Wilberg for donating blood year after year (honor him at a worship service?)
● Sandy Geslin
● Hal and Linda for all the yard work they have done for us
● David Kelling – calling in for the meeting while driving to Kentucky
● Covid Team
● Council members

Prayer and Praise:
● Richard’s cousin who is now doing well
● Brenda’s cousin’s son with cancer
● Larry Reil is on hospice
● Ruth Strubel, who is frail but didn’t break a bone in last fall

Guest Visitors:

Communication:
Pastor's Report:
Looking ahead in scheduling - Pie With the People, VBS, youth events. Need to think about a new member class
soon. Many funerals and memorials coming up. Pastor is a member of Northside Moms and they have asked to use
our building for some events. Sept 24-25, Oct 7, Nov 4. Council okayed the request. Pastor would like to increase
awareness of what the different teams do and encourage new people to volunteer. Jenny will start highlighting teams
in the Markings.

Team Reports:
Food and Festival- Will begin monthly meetings again soon.  Aug 15 is Sundae Sunday; Wednesday July 21 will be a
bonfire with hot dogs, chips, and s’mores; Sept 12 is the Fall Festival with pulled pork sandwiches. Possibly a
confirmation dinner in October.

Year of Renewal is shifting focus: We will now be a part of St. Kate’s program called Contemplative Practices. It is a
2-year program, fully funded and staffed, which will involve monthly participation by a group of about 10 people. The
whole congregation is involved once per year in an event.  First meeting is August 14th.

Property-  Shawn L. and Rob W. are buying the wood needed to finish the window trim in the basement.

Staff Support – Donna P.  will be retiring soon. No date has been given, but we know it is coming. We will need to
begin looking for someone to take on the music ministry.



Items for Discussion:

Jenny’s Updates:  Our parking lot does not have to be dug up to fix the HVAC.  All leaks seem to be taken care of and
system is working.  We are still waiting for Comcast to finish their work.
Our redesigned website is done and running online. There is also a mobile version available.  Woo hoo!

We move into COVID level 3.5, which allows for 142 people.  Online registration will no longer be required.
Communion will be observed in the seats with self-serve cups.  The congregation is allowed to sing but masks must be
worn for the whole service.  A larger choir can be accommodated.  Fellowship time will resume in the Fellowship Hall,
with masks removed only for eating and drinking.

Beginning May 30th, our summer schedule of one service at 9:30 AM will begin.

Pie With the People Post-Pandemic:  5 dates in June have been scheduled and people will sign up for a slot online.
The plan is for groups of 12 to gather with Pastor Mollie to talk about concerns and dreams.  Different teams will be
asked to sponsor a time for providing the pies (must be purchased) and cleaning up.

July 4th falls on a Sunday this year.  We will have our regular worship at 9:30.

Karen Gregory contacted the CP police chief about security measures at the church and was sent a booklet on things
we can do to beef up our security and develop an exit plan for different senarios.  Kent and Karen will begin looking
into this project.

Pastor discovered an offensive word on our outdoor sign one morning and called the police.  There is no way to
secure this sign.  She will talk to the person who has offered to buy an electronic sign as a living memorial to see if the
timeline can be speeded up.

Action Items - who has agreed to do what/when?
Karen  and Kent – Begin working on a security plan

Important dates:

Closing: Prayer
Adjourned 8:00 PM

Next Council Meeting:
June 15 at 6:00 PM


