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Friends and Family of St. Mark, peace be with you!

I am excited to have a Markings, Summer Edition, even during a pandemic. Over the last few months we

have experienced a lot of change - change that has been rough for everyone to adapt to. Due to COVID-19

we have been worshipping online together. We are learning the ways of technology, testing our patience,

and missing our time spent together. We have appreciated all your trust and patience in navigating through

all this, but overall I think St. Mark has done an  incredible job at remaining connected, worshipping

together online, and continuing to be the church even though our building is currently closed.

Tory and I have been witness to so many ways in which members are stepping up and living out their

discipleship! From projects, to maintaining building upkeep, to small gestures of kindness... we knew this

was something that needed to be communicated to everyone. 

This Markings contains articles from members who have continued to live out who God has called them to

be. They have written testimonies and stories to explain the what and why's of their outreach. These stories

are just a glimpse into the call the disciples of St. Mark answer daily. 

I give thanks to God each day for you. The St. Mark family is made up of love, grace, generosity, kindness,

stewardship... and I could go on and on. We are all missing what used to be, but I think we are doing an

incredible ministry of outreach and evangelism, and growing into what we are now becoming! May we be

flexible and understanding as we continue to go this strange time. May we be gentle with ourselves and one

another. May you know you are loved. 

Pastor Mollie

WHAT'S INSIDE



Worship continues to stream virtually each week. Join us on Facebook at 10:00 am each Sunday to

worship together.

The building remains closed to all visitors and meetings. We urge everyone to meet and connect via

phone, email, text, video chatting, etc. 

Staff and essential volunteers (musicians for worship, finance team support, etc.) may enter the

building on an as-needed basis. Everyone must sign-in and out when entering the building

Masks are required when in the building. Masks can be taken off when filming for worship, but

should be worn at all other times. Masks will be provided if you do not bring your own

Hand sanitizer is available throughout the common areas of the building. Please use upon entering

and leaving

Disinfectant wipes will be provided to wipe any touched surfaces. Please disinfect upon arriving

and leaving

If you need to drop off or pick up something at St. Mark, we ask that you send it by mail. If this is not

possible, please leave the items at the table in the front entry of the the building. There is paper and

post-its for any messages needed. 

Groups  of 10 or less can gather together in the parking lot, maintaining social distance of 6 feet or

more and wearing masks

In order to meet in person in the parking lot you must:

Bring all of your own supplies for your meeting/gathering

Schedule with Tory at least 1 day prior

Send names and contact information of everyone who gathered to Tory within 24 hours after

meeting

You may not enter the building for any reason: tables/chairs, coffee, restrooms, etc.

The building will be open for the following community events with safety and caution in mind:

Red Cross Blood Drive: Monday, July 13, 2020

City of Circle Pines Primary Election: August 11, 2020

City of Circle Pines General Election: November 3, 2020

An Update from the St. Mark COVID Response Team

Current Status: Phase 1 (continues through at least September 1)

      **Please note that for the safety the building will be closed to everyone, including staff and

volunteers,   for 72 hours following these events. After this time, we will clean and disinfect the building

before re-opening at whatever capacity given the phase.

The COVID Response Team continues to meet regularly, assessing current needs and planning for future

building re-opening. A decision for the fall will be made in mid-August, and communicated to the

congregation electronically. 

Members are continuing to care for one another through phone calls, texts, video chat, and social distance

gatherings in their own backyards. We encourage you to continue to live into the call as a disciple of

Christ, loving and serving one another in all you do. We are the church together!

Team Members: Kent Barnard, Pastor Mollie Dvorak, Sandy Geslin (Housekeeper), Linda Madsen,

Mary Mortenson, Dave Mundale (Council President), Tory Plucheck (Office Manager), Floyd Saunders
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Summer is off and running. The strawberry patches are
open for picking, the wood ducks have fledged out of 
the nests. Our gardens are in need of weeding but are 
starting to produce some treats. During the past three 
months we have seen our lives and routines upset. 
Each of us have learned to make adjustments to our 
new way of life.
           

St. Mark has seen our routines upset, also. Our building is currently in Phase I of our return to normalcy.
Only staff are allowed into the building on a daily basis. Our worship team and musicians arrive for a
short time to record music. Many groups are being creative to keep some social contact. Our AA group
meets in the parking lot each Saturday. Men Who Love Donuts meet and converse out front. Our Blood
Drives have continued with increased safety measures from the Red Cross. Our building and grounds
have received some TLC from the mowers, pruners and trimmers.
            
The COVID Response Team is busy putting together our action plan. Some of the topics the team is
working on are: phases of reopening, building security/access, cleaning protocols and products. We are
also consulting with our HVAC company to investigate how to filter the air within St. Mark even better.

As president of the Church Council, I want to thank you for your patience as we wade through uncharted
waters. I want to thank you for continued support and involvement with our many ministries. If you are
looking for ways to contribute, the Centennial Food Shelf prefers monetary donations during this time.
The Blood Drive is Monday, July 13th; you must pre-register online to donate. Or you can claim a six-
foot diameter circle on the grounds of St. Mark to remove some weeds from.
 

God’s Blessing to You,
Dave Mundale
Council President

St Mark has been a part of my life since I was a
young girl. It is my place to worship, sing, visit,
and pray. It is very important to me that our
church is clean and welcoming to others. I am
pretty good at observing things that are not
being kept up, cleaned up, and stored properly.
It is also important to me that we have an
inviting appearance and that people walk in and
know we care about this building and the people
who worship here. We have to take   care of our
building. It has been a structure on North Road
for decades and is filled with many memories of
so many people and their lives. I must admit it,
it is too quiet now. Things are different, but I
have hope that we will have a brighter future
and the church will again be full one day with
voices singing and people laughing and enjoying
each other’s company.

Sandy G.

I do because I'm able and when I have spare
time. I really don't think there's any real
difference between quarantine and non-
quarantine church.

Shawn L.

BUILDING UPKEEP
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God is with us. It’s something I have always believed and I have never questioned it. This silly virus
hit, COVID-19, all of us were HIT so very hard, and what can we do? Everyone was trapped in their
homes and afraid and lost and bored. I prayed, how can I help? Then I received a phone call from my
sister, she was told about some fabric that a family needed to get rid of.  She asked if I knew of anyone
who could use fabric, and did I want some.   The family was going to take it to the dump if no one
would take it. So without thinking about it, I said, “Sure, I can take it."  I laughed!  When God answers
prayers, you better be prepared.   I had a car full of fabric. More than I could use or store, so I started
calling people from church asking, "Do you sew? Would you like some fabric?" The fabric is new and
in large pieces and can be used for any of our church projects:  totes for the Foster Care project,
blankets or ground covers for the homeless, quilts or lap robes for nursing homes, busy mates...   The
fabric could be used for anything. Quarantine had people out of work, making “free” really sound
good. Making masks became the thing to do. Word spread fast. I asked everyone to tell their friends
and family. Let everyone know about the free fabric. At first, I would deliver what I thought people
could use after talking to them. Later, I drove to houses and let people pick through the stuff in my car.
When I got the third load, and it was bigger than the other two, I called and sent emails about taking
the fabric to the church parking lot and spreading it out on a blanket.  People came and took what they
wanted or needed.  One day someone asked if I had any yarn. Someone else asked about wool and
elastic. One person asked about fabric with flamingos. I prayed, "Lord, please help me find people to
use this fabric and provide what we need to be helpful in this troubled world." The next load of fabric
we picked up had yarn, elastic and wool.  The last load had flamingos.  

Ginny sat with me at the church parking lot. We had some fabric left and the people had all gone. 
There were some cars parked over in the corner; the AA meeting was packing up. Ginny walked over
and asked if any of them sewed or needed fabric. One guy offered to call a friend, another guy walked
over to look. I asked, "Are any of you painters or wood workers? Some of this would make great drop
cloths or covers for moving things."   The guys took arm loads of fabric. Another time Ginny and I sat
in the parking lot with more left over fabric, the ladies had left, and I’m thinking, "Lord, what will I do
with all of this?" Then Ginny sees a stranger walking on the sidewalk in front of the church, and she
runs over and asks, "Do you sew, would you like some
 free fabric?" This lady says she does not sew, but she 
has a friend who does. She calls her friend and within 
 minutes the friend drives over and takes all of the 
fabric. And to top it off, she tells me that the fabric 
was an answer to her prayers. She could no longer get
 fabric to fill her orders and her suppliers had 
everything she needed on back order. Yes God is alive 
and doing well here. We need to remain in prayer, let 
him  know our hearts and be willing to act when 
called upon.
                                                                   Karen G.
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FABRIC DISTRIBUTION

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE

The American Red Cross will be at St. Mark on Monday, July 13 from 1 to 7pm. Donors are very
needed at this time! You must pre-register and arrive to your appointment with a mask. All blood
donated will be tested for COVID-19 antibodies. Red Cross will be doing wellness checks before
allowing you to give blood. Please do not give if you are feeling sick at all.

Head to redcross.org to register for your appointment. A few spots are still open!

Monday, July 13 from 1:00-7:00 pm



Darryl Frieburg and I have been making music
together at St. Mark for easily 20 years.   We
enjoy finding new music to play on Sundays. 
Music is emotional.   Our goal is always to evoke
emotion (joy, prayerful contemplation,
happiness, excitement) in the congregation with
the music we choose for a particular  Sunday. 
We know we've hit the mark when the
congregation is singing louder than we are, or
when we hear from someone that they had a
particular  worship song "stuck in their head" all
week. We also enjoy bringing other members of
the congregation up to sing with us,
especially when we have a Bluegrass Sunday. 

There is really no science in how we pick music. 
We hear something we like on the radio, a song
is suggested to us, or a song we have written. 
When we find a song we get a "tab" (words and
guitar chords) and listen to the YouTube version
of the song until we have learned it enough to
practice together. At times we will purchase a
piano part for the song as well. It is more
difficult to learn a song in this way, because
vocal lines, melody, and harmonies are "made
up".  There is quite often no musical score (notes
on paper) as the choir would use to learn a song. 
On average, we have a song for a little over a
month before we have it ready to share with the
congregation.  The advantage to learning worship
music without using a music score, is that we can
arrange the song to suit the instruments we use
and the vocalists that will sing it. 

We both consider ourselves lucky that the
congregation is supportive of what we do.   The
day for us is always a little brighter after we have
played a few  songs together.   And when a song
really comes together, when we "hit the mark"
with the congregation, that is just pure bliss.

Greg H.

Not being able to gather has been hard for the
“Men Who Love Donuts”, AKA "Donut Guys".
As you may know, we gather twice a month for
coffee, donuts, and to solve all the problems of
the world. The men are missing this.
On May 4th, I bought donuts, made coffee, and
delivered them to each of the regular men. This
was great for me, I had a chance to visit with
each of the guys, but they did not get to see each
other. A couple of weeks ago I called the men
and asked if they would like to gather in the
church’s parking lot. We were to each bring a
chair and we would make sure we observed
social distancing. Coffee, donuts, and problem
solving was enjoyed by all. Our goal is to meet
the first Monday of each month until we are able
to meet inside the church.

Don P.
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MUSICMEN WHO 
LOVE DONUTS

ALTAR CARE
Church has often felt like a second home to us,
so not being able to be in the building to join
together is difficult. Worshipping together
virtually isn’t the same, but changing the
banners and paraments at least helps us feel
connected to our church related shared
experience. It’s a reminder that we remain the
church together even when we’re apart.

Cindy H.

CARD MINISTRY
I do the cards because I can and it is good
therapy for my hands.  It gives my cards a place
to go instead of sitting in a box in my craft
room. I remember that all alone feeling of my
childhood when I was sick and not allowed to be
out or go to school.   It's  pretty simple.  A card
can cheer you up.

Karen G.



St. Mark has been talking about inviting  others
for many years.   One of the ways to  do that  is
by making the church look welcoming and
inviting.   Just as people care about how their
homes look to others and their neighbors.  When
I talked about my thoughts people loved the idea
of a  Prayer walk around the building.   While
this sounds great it would be a massive task for
one or a few to undertake.  

It was my hope that the plant sale was a way to
get things started and Barb, Cindy, and Diane
agreed to help.    The  plan was to invite those
who love to garden to give  their  plants so we
could start beautifying our grounds. We would
also invite our neighbors to purchase  plants so
they can see what a welcoming place St. Mark
and all those who call our church "home" truly
are.   The seeds were saved from my garden last
year to be used as an invitation to the plant sale.
A symbol of new life and renewal. Barb created
an invite to attach to the package.   When
the  sale  was canceled we decided to offer the
seeds as a symbol of that new life even when we
are apart. 

Having so much accomplished with the interior
and having the front stucco repainted around the
cross was wonderful.   The church looks happier
already.   It is our hope that each time we add to
our landscape we will be that much closer to
having a true "Prayer Walk" around our Church
home, even if it is one  plant  at a time, while
being inviting and welcoming to all who are
near to join us. 

We still hope to offer this opportunity next year
so please keep saving your pots!

Maggie T.

PLANT SALE

WAKING UP WHITE
BOOK STUDY
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Join Pastor Mollie and Tricia Niesche for a book
study from Debby Irving's book  Waking Up

White.  We will spend time learning about our
own "whiteness" and what privileges the color
of our skin brings us, and furthermore what we
can do to take action and make changes in the
world today. The group will meet via Zoom on
Monday evenings, July 6, 13, 20, & 27, from
6:30-8:00 pm.

St. Mark has a limited number of copies of the
book for those who need it. We ask for a $20
donation to cover the cost of the book. Please
note if you will need a copy when you sign up.

You can find the sign-up for this book study on
our website: stmarkcp.org.

"Brave...A jolting and continuing journey from

white oblivion to white  awareness described in

an honest way that may inspire others to do such

transformational work on themselves...

Empathetic."

-Peggy McIntosh- Associate Director, 

Wellesley Centers for Women

The Author, Debby Irving, now a racial justice

educator and writer works with other white

people to transform confusion into curiosity and

anxiety into action.



1 North Road, Circle Pines, MN 55014

763-784-2558 | stmarkcp.org

Worship at 8:30 & 10:45 am

St. Mark Staff
Pastor 

Mollie Dvorak   ext. 202   pastor@stmarkcp.org

Office Manager & Youth Director
Tory Plucheck    ext. 201   office@stmarkcp.org

Choir Director
Donna Peterson

Housekeeper
Sandy Geslin

“Would you like to meet and pray for renewal of
the church?”   This is how a weekly meeting of
hearts, minds, lives, and prayers began. 
Imperfect people with the desire to follow our
Lord, with hearts for the community around us,
and for a fresh anointing of the spirit for St.
Mark, meeting to lift one another and those we
know and some we do not know in our lives and
the community in which we live and worship. 

We began meeting at church on Mondays, often
in the library, sometimes wearing prayer shawls
made by St. Mark members. Our time together
usually starts with some sharing and inquiring
about what is happening in each other’s lives and
in the life of St. Mark, then time spent in prayer. 

As COVID-19 has changed how we “do” church,
we also have adapted to meeting differently–

further apart, by phone, outside of church on the
benches. Adding space between us (our bodies)
doesn’t add space between us (our minds, hearts
and spirits), doesn’t make our prayers less
significant or less heard, doesn’t make us less
loved.

Mary L.

I initially started making masks to donate to the
hospital after seeing a desperate plea. I hadn’t
sewn in quite a while, but knew it would be
something I could do to help out. Shortly after
that, the general public was encouraged to wear
them, so I sewed 3 or 4 for each of my family
members and a few friends. That put me at 70
masks. It was an easy task and kept me from
getting bored during the quarantine. When it
dawned on me that many people didn’t have
access to a mask, I decided to start making
them for our congregation. Anita joined me in
this endeavor. I was able to get donations of
fabric and elastic from friends and, I admit,
dipped into the quilters’ supply, too. Over the
last 2 months, Anita and I have made about 200
masks. I continue to be amazed at how fast they
disappear out of the box at the church door. I
am happy to serve in this small way and my
hope is that our efforts have helped many
people feel safer and stay healthy.  

Nancy R.

I have been sewing quilts since the 70’s. Masks
are a very simple mini quilt with added elastic
or ties. Quilts are bound with bias tape, which I
have made by the yards. One version of mask
ties are the same bias tape. CDC professionals
have urged all of us to wear masks in public
spaces to protect others.  This old retired nurse
supports those health care specialists. The
quarantine left me with lots of spare time, no
place to go, and a stash of fabric that drives my
husband batty. The logical thing to do was to
start stitching a variety of styles of masks.
Friends and family became my test subjects.
When Nancy and Pastor suggested Masks for
St. Mark and community, I couldn’t refuse to
help my extended family.

Please continue to wash your hands and to wear
a mask! Virtual hugs come with each wearing!

Anita P.

MASK MAKINGCONTINUED PRAYER
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