
2020–2021 ANNUAL REPORT FOR MEMBERS & FRIENDS

In 2020-21 WECAN continued to face new 
challenges as we worked to support our WECAN 
members in meeting the needs of the children, 
families, and colleagues in their communities. 
Confronted by the necessity for change and a 
renewal of the social mission that is a 
founding impulse of Waldorf Education, we worked 
together on a path of growth  and  change  in these 
unprecedented times. 

We are deeply grateful for the goodwill and 
generosity of our colleagues, friends, and 
donors during this challenging year and 
would like to provide you with a picture of the 
highlights of the work of our Association in 2020-21.



Highlights of the Year 2020-2021

Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Access (IDEA)

The expanded WECAN I.D.E.A. Committee brought to the Board a document entitled 
“Living Questions”, which was formulated out of the thoughts and impulses of the I.D.E.A .
Committee members, condensed and organized into three categories:

1) the need for deep reflection and review of practices and ideas around the protection 
of early childhood;

2) the need to support teachers and communities to be fully able to practice resiliency, 
empathy, and compassion;

3) renewal in the WECAN Board process related to equity, access and resources and 
creating space for resource sharing and ongoing learning among colleagues.

This document was prioritized and affirmed by the Board, and the Board also decided to 
begin the search for a new part-time Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Access Coordinator 
position. 
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The Work of the WECAN Board

Although Board members were unable to meet in person in 2020-21, they held 
frequent zoom meetings and remained very active through committee work, projects, 
and working groups. Zoom calls filled many hours of the day, keeping board members in 
touch with one another and our sister organizations and providing the opportunity to 
participate in panel discussions and classes.

The Board made an ongoing commitment to work consciously and intentionally 
with the themes of inclusion, diversity, equity, and access (IDEA) in Waldorf Early 
Childhood Education, as expressed in the WECAN Board Accountability Statement.

The Board welcomed three new members: Keelah Helwig, kindergarten teacher and 
early childhood chair at the Waldorf School of Garden City, NY; Anjum Mir, parent-child 
teacher at the Westside Waldorf School, Pacific Palisades, CA; and Gabriela Nuñez-
Plata, co-founder of the Ak Lu'um Waldorf Community School and Yaxkin Early Childhood 
Teacher Training in Playa del Carmen, Mexico.

The Board also bade farewell to long-time WECAN Board member, Nancy Blanning. She 
will continue as the editor of Gateways and and a WECAN Regional Representative, 
remain an active member of the Publications Committee and Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, 
and Access Committee. Words cannot express our gratitude for Nancy’s selfless devotion 
to the mission of WECAN and the many contributions she has made to our work.

The Board also created a new part-time Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Access Coordinator 
position and began an interview process to fill the position for the coming school year. 

Anjum Mir Gabriela Nuñez-PlataKeelah Helwig Nancy Blanning

https://www.waldorfearlychildhood.org/uploads-new/WECAN%202021%20Board%20Accountability%20Statement.pdf
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Membership

Almost all WECAN Member programs reported at least a few of the following changes 
in this pandemic year: increased time outdoors, masking of children and/or educators, 
decreased program hours, isolated cohorts/pods, different mix of ages due to isolated 
cohorts/pods, closed parent and child programs, minimized or eliminated after school 
programs, changes to how/if food is served, virtual meetings, no parents in buildings, 
limited to no community festival celebrations, increased staff hours for cleaning or in order 
to maintain pods, some online programming.

Almost half experienced a reduction in enrollment of more than 25%, attributed to 
families leaving for health reasons and space restrictions limiting enrollment. A few schools 
reported an increase of more than 25% enrollment, primarily attributed to families 
moving out of urban areas to more rural settings and parents looking for in-person programs. 
Three of our member programs closed for the school year due to COVID restrictions, with 
plans to reopen in the future. Overall, enrollment in WECAN member programs was down 
about 30% this year.

After a long pause on membership processes over the last year, we ended the year with a  
record number of applicants awaiting membership processes and hoping to be accepted 
as Associate Members. 

WECAN ended the year with 37 Associate Members, 137 Full Members and 13 Teacher 
Education Institute Members. The number of Registered Initiatives in Mexico, Puerto Rico 
and on tribal lands grew to 21. The total number of organizational members and affiliates 
was 210, compared to 209 the previous year.

WECAN also had  545 Individual Members in 2020-21. 

Collaboration among Waldorf Early Childhood Educators 

Despite the lingering disruption and isolation caused by the pandemic, WECAN 
continued to develop closer, more active communications and collaboration with our mem-
bers and friends. Our WECAN Community Hub membership grew to more than 900 par-
ticipants and was a lively platform for the exchange of questions, resources, and dialogue. 

Our new WECAN Early Childhood Research Group played an important role in 
observing and helping to  distill what early childhood educators are learning as they 
navigate the unusual circumstances in which they find themselves.  
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Support for Waldorf Early Childhood Around the World

WECAN supports the work of IASWECE through membership contributions that come from WECAN dues. We were able to 
offer $29,782 in 2020-21 to support this international work. 

This year at our February online conference, participants donated over $4,665 to support the Centre for Creative 
Education in Cape Town, where early childhood courses have been designed to meet the needs of Educare centers in the 
townships and rural areas of South Africa. 

Birth to Three

Birth to Three Advisory Circle conversations during this difficult year brought clarity and inspiration and provided 
avenues for resources to support WECAN’s work with birth-to-three caregivers/teachers. The Birth to Three 
Coordinators also met with teacher trainers offering newly WECAN-recognized birth to three programs as they welcome 
new caregivers and teachers into their programs. 

Collaboration with AWSNA and the Alliance for Public Waldorf Education 

Together the three associations planned the June 2021 School Renewal Conference and the six-person 
Waldorf Associations Working Group met monthly to support and strengthen the gesture that we, the three Associations, 
are part of one broader movement and to discuss issues of shared concern and interest.

International Association for Steiner/Waldorf Early Childhood Education (IASWECE)

Meetings of the International Association were limited to teleconference sessions among its council members and working 
groups during 2020-21. The study theme of the year was Diversity, approached from the perspectives of Waldorf early 
childhood education on several continents. 

Early Childhood Teacher Education 

A  closer connection among the Teacher Training Institutes was fostered with regularly scheduled, well-attended zoom 
calls. Important discussions happened around bringing more diversity into our trainings, on-line teaching formats and 
tools, emphasizing the young child’s need to know there is morality in our world, birth to three training requirements, 
and individual questions from our member institutes. 

WECAN welcomed a new Associate Member Training Institute, the Centro de Desarrollo Antroposófico in 
Cuernavaca, Mexico. And congratulations also to the Early Childhood Teacher Education Center at Sophia’s Hearth and 
to Rudolf Steiner Centre Toronto for being the first member institutes to have completed their self-study processes 
and receive WECAN endorsement for their birth to three educator trainings.

The mission of the Waldorf Early Childhood Association of North America is to foster a new cultural impulse for the work 
with the young child from pre-birth to age seven. WECAN is committed to nurturing childhood as a foundation for renew-
ing human culture.
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WECAN Books

Due to the disruptions of the pandemic, WECAN’s book production was limited in 
2020-21. In addition to the twice-yearly Gateways newsletter, WECAN published the 
following book in 2020-21:

Truer than True: A World of Fairy Tales for the Waldorf Kindergarten, edited by Holly 
Koteen Soulé. These favorites of the Waldorf early childhood classroom were collected 
and adapted to enhance inclusiveness and understanding, and to share beloved stories 
that nourish families from many cultures.

WECAN Conferences

Toward A Kinder, More Compassionate Society: Black Lives Matter in Waldorf Early 
Childhood Education, February 5-7, 2021
Nearly 900 Waldorf early childhood educators from North America and around 
the world participated in our February online conference! This event was a historic 
moment in our collaborative work toward greater Diversity, Inclusion, Equity and 
Access in our movement. Keynote speaker Laleña Garcia launched us into a whole new 
exploration of our work with ourselves and with our children. The conference also 
centered colleagues who are Black, Indigenous, and People of Color to help us to 
expand our awareness and work toward the kinder, more compassionate society we all 
know is possible. 

School Renewal and the Heart of Change: A Conference for Waldorf Education in the 
21st Century , June 22-25, 2021.
This online conference was co-sponsored by WECAN, the Association of 
Waldorf Schools (AWSNA), and the Alliance for Public Waldorf Education (APWE). The 
conference focused on realizing the potential of Waldorf Education for the next 100 
years and meeting the challenges of our times by continuing to grow and evolve from 
the seeds planted by Rudolf Steiner. 

WECAN is a member 
of the 

International Association for 
Steiner/Waldorf Early 
Childhood Education.

TOWARD A KINDER MORE 
COMPASSIONATE SOCIETY



Cynthia Wolburg Pascoe
Dagmar Bukovska
Danielle Regan
Dayna Rouse
Deanna Richeson
Debora Petschek 
Deborah McAlister
Deborah Staggs
Deirdre Heyder-Harris
Diana Stoycheva
Dianne Brooks
Dolores Trujillo
Dyanne Harshman
Editha Tendencia

Finances 2020-21

Donors and Supporters 2020 - 21
We are extremely grateful to our many friends and supporters, including individuals, kindergartens, foundations, 
businesses and other organizations, many of whom are listed below.

Individuals & Organizations
Abigail McGlone
Adrienne Doucette 
Aimee de Ney
Alexis Mei
Allyson Anthony
Amy Mulvaney
Andrea Davey
Andrea Eichinger-Wiese 
Andrea Gambardella
Andree Ward
Anna Rainville
Anna Ruth Myers
Annabelle Vaes

Anne Branzell-Spiegler
Arielle Spayd
Astrid Mohtadi-Liebergesell
Athena Hagen
Ayako Yanagi
Aynsley Schopfer
Barbara Audley
Beate Schnittker
Beverly Amico
Bozena Ciepielewski
Brigitte Ryan
Camille McNutt
Carlos Rodriguez
Carly Lynn

Caroline Ruggeri
Caroline Terzi
Casey Powers
Catherine Falknor
Charlotte Landgraf
Christeen Urquhart
Christianna Abel
Christina Kingsbury
Christina More
Cindy Butler-Smith
Claire Redgrave
Clara Aerts
Colleen St. John
Cynthia Aldinger
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Eleanor Peterson
Eliza Murphy
Elizabeth Hagerman
Ellen van den Bergh
Ellon Gold
Elyce Perico
Emma Passalacqua
Emmanuelle Pancaldi
Erica Milone
Erin Hallal
Erin Smith
Esther Chase
Faith Danneil
Felice Fullam
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Fiery Florals
Fiona Stewart
Francesca Brescianini
Gabriel Alden Hull
Geraldine Frere
Gina Burger
Gloria Matthews
Haeja Kang
Hanna Young
Hannah Larson
Harbor Waldorf School
Heather Anne Church
Heather Church
Heather van Zyl
Helene Gross
Holly Koteen Soule
Hope Jinishian
Iggy Keuchenius
Irene Ovalle
James Kennedy
Jan Patterson 
Jane Philipson
Jane Swain
Janet Kane
Janet Kellman
Janine Harrison
Jennifer O’Brien
Jennifer Taylor
Jerilyn Burke
Jessica Gebhardt
Jessica Ziegler
Jessie Whitaker
Jijin Lee
Jill McGinn
Jimena Salazar
Joanna Lima Vaz
Jocelyn Roy
Jody Grossman

Joe Robertson 
Jolie Luba
Jonathan Shor
Joseph Madden 
Judith Bosma
Judyth Pisani
Julia Anne Galginaitis
Julie Courtney
Julie Fellom
Julie Mulrooney
Julie Sauton
Justine Viets-McLean
Karen Gierlach
Karen Imhof
Karlena Alonso Lamm
Karyn Rankin
Kate Gage 
Kate Yeomans
Katherine Werwa
Kathleen Bowen
Kathryn Meyer
Keelah Helwig
Keiko Rothfield
Kendra Kooley
Kim Christie
Kim Holmlund
Kim Raymond
Kristina Winkelmann
Kurt Stofko
Lara Radysh
Larisa Kuznetsova
Laura Cassidy
Laura Donkel
Laura Henning
Laura Mason
Lauren Bergstedt
Lauren Cesca
Lauren Thompson
Leah Salas
Leanne Tarantino
Leslie Burchell-Fox
Lida Lawrence
Linda Abelkis
Linda Scotton
Linda Stearns
Lisa Bechmann
Lisa Boisert Mackenzie
Liz Beaven
Lori Grey
Lori McGrath
Lorne Kredl
Lourdes Smyth
Lourdes Tormes

Lynn St. Pierre
Maayan Gadisman
Madeline Vasquez
Magdalena Toran
Maiky Tran
Marcya Rosecrans
Margaret Forsey
Margaret Licata-Myren
Margaret Myren
Margot Entwisle
Maria Kata
Maria Smart
Mariam Mokhtarzada
Marianne Perchlik
Maribeth Hagley
Marjorie Rehbach
Mary Caridi-Gorga
Mary Corcoran
Mary Mansur
Melanie Reiser
Melisca Klisanin
Melissa Barton-Carette
Melissa Elliott
Melissa Lyons
Melora Kennedy
Michelle Prindle
Minka Wasylvk Hreechniw
Molly Cleator
Molly Stebbins
Monica Gallardo
Monica Zamzow
Morning Meadow Preschool
Motria Shuhan
Myriam Weimerskirch
Nancy Blanning
Nancy Disbrow
Nancy Foster
Network for Good
Nolwenn Renault
Pat Mouton
Patricia Rubano
Rachel Kennedy
Rachel Manning
Rachel Schwartz
Rana Singh
Rebecca Garson
Rebecca Vickrey
Reum Yeo
Rie Seo
Robert Fine
Robin Masciocchi
Robin O’Brien
Ruth Ker
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Sachi Gowe
Sally Shore 
Samantha Peris
Sandra Shipley
Sara Michelson
Sarah Arnold
Sarah Fernald
Sarah Whitmore
Saundra Clements
Sharifa Oppenheimer
Sherri Quimby-Cronin
Sherry Gutierrez
Sherry Lewis-Ramirez
Shifra Levine
Shilpi Bajpai
Soft Star Shoes
Somer Serpe
Sondi Eugene
Stephanie Beard
Stephanie Hoelscher
Stephen Spitalny
Su Rubinoff
Sunbridge Institute 
Susan Howard
Susan Starr
Susanna von Rombs
Sweta Jaganath
Tabea Steinbeisser-Fitz
Tammy Caldwell
Terri’s Morning Garden
The Blackbaud Giving Fund
The Cottage Garden
The Waldorf School
Timothy Lynch
Tobias Foglia
Traci Partin
Ursula Bethune
Ursula Wilmot
Valerie Poplawski
Vancouver Waldorf School
Vanessa Kohlhaas
Vanessa Rochon-Tierney
Victoria Baker
Wendy Weinrich
Whole Family Rhythms
William Dolde
Xue Li
Yasuko Inoue
Yelena Tcheng
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Foundations
The Glenmede Trust Company
Waldorf Curriculum Fund
Waldorf Schools Fund

Conference Sponsors
Alkion Center
All of Us Crayons
Alma Partners
AWSNA
Bay Area Center for Waldorf                  
Teacher Training
Beeswax Precious
Dancing Hands & Frolicking 
Voices
Danish Woolen Delight
Developing the Self
Educaredo
Fiber Craft Studio 

Regional Representatives
Heike Adamsberger-Kosta
Lisa Bechmann
Nancy Blanning
Laurie Clark
Patricia Cornelius
Jane Danner-Sustar
Diane David
Louise deForest
Dagmar Eisele
Betty Jane Enno
Martha Flores
Angela Gladstone
Kate Hall-Gauthier
Laurie Harper-Burgess
Dyanne Harshman
Astrid Lackner
Mary Maschal
Gabriel Nuñez Plata

LifeWays North America
Mercurius / Stockmar
New Adult Learning
Oaki
Rudolf Steiner Centre Toronto
Sunbridge Institute 
The Early Childhood Teacher 
Education Center at Sophia’s Hearth
The Fellowship Community
Threefold Educational Foundation 
Waldorf Publications
Warmth and Weather
West Coast Institute

Friends and Volunteers
Charlton Hughes Campbell
Green Meadow Waldorf School
Ray Manaças
Threefold Educational Foundation

Kim Raymond
Su Rubinoff
Somer Serpe
Rachel Turner

Board Members
Sarah Arnold, Harvard, MA
Nancy Blanning, Denver, CO
Heather Church, Treasurer, Toronto, ONT
Louise deForest, Chair/Secretary, Mill River, MA
Adrienne Doucette, Bellingham, WA
Keelah Helwig, Garden City, NY
Susan Howard, Amherst, MA
Ruth Ker, Duncan, BC
Holly Koteen-Soulé, Langley, WA
Anjum Mir, Pacific Palisades, CA
Gabriela Nuñez-Plata, Playa del Carmen, Mexico.
Magdalena Toran, Conway, MA
Project Coordinators
Birth to Three, Heather Church
Outreach and Public Policy, Sarah Arnold
Teacher Education, Ruth Ker
Staff
WECAN Coordinator, Susan Howard, Amherst, MA
Administrator, Melissa Lyons, Spring Valley, NY
Communications, Lara Radysh, Shelburne Falls, MA
Conferences
Andrea Cooper, Amherst, MA
Andrea Gambardella, Spring Valley, NY
Dyanne Harshman, Whidbey Island, WA
Vanessa Kohlhaas, Whidbey Island, WA
Membership
Laura Mason, Issaquah, WA
Rachel Mason, Issaquah, WA
Publications
Donna Miele, Spring Valley, NY
Zachary Dolphin, Spring Valley, NY




