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As a membership organization, we are our members. The fabric of WECAN is woven out of a diverse 
collection of early childhood programs. Each program is a thread in the tapestry that represents Waldorf 
early childhood education in North America. We are made up of programs in rural farm settings, suburbs 
and city centers, in mountainous forests and on tropical beaches, in large schools and in caregivers’ 
homes, and we are spread across an entire continent which encompasses three different countries. 
While our programs have many differences, we are all working to nurture and guide young children out 
of the insights of Rudolf Steiner and anthroposophy. In associating with one another through our 
membership activity we each contribute to the beauty, complexity and strength of the fabric of the 
organization. Thank you for your collaboration as members!   
 
It is my hope that through our membership processes, WECAN can provide honest reflection, support 
and inspiration to individual caregivers, teachers and their early childhood programs, further 
strengthening programs and thus the whole organization. Supporting me in this work is a circle of 
dedicated volunteers providing direct support to their regions by following up with schools in the 
membership process, assisting schools in finding a site visitor, reading self-studies and site visit reports, 
initiating regional gatherings and supporting WECAN in collaborating with AWSNA. Our Regional Reps 
this year include: Su Rubinoff, Somer Serpe and Kate Hall-Gautier in the Northeast, Mary Maschal in the 
Mid-Atlantic, Lisa Bechmann in the Southeast, Heather Church, Angela Gladstone, Martha Flores and 
Jane Danner-Sustar in the Great Lakes, Laurie Clark and Betty Jane Enno in the Texas/Southwest/Rockies 
region, Dyanne Harshman, Sacha Etzel and Astrid Lackner in the Pacific Northwest, Diane David and 
Dagmar Eisele in Northern California, Heike Adamsberger and Kim Raymond in Southern California and 
Hawaii and Louise deForest for Mexico. 
 
In addition, we welcome new Regional Rep, Patricia Cornelius, to the Mid-Atlantic region. Patricia lives 
in Pennsylvania where she has been an early childhood educator at the Waldorf School of Philadelphia 
since 1998. Patricia is currently the lead teacher of a mixed-age kindergarten class but has served in 
many other roles at the school including assistant teacher, full time faculty chair, AWSNA delegate and 
mentor. She has also served as a site visitor for both WECAN and AWSNA and as a mentor for Sunbridge 
Institute and Lifeways. Patricia looks forward to working in partnership with Mary Maschal, who has 
been serving in the Regional Rep role for several years. Please join me in welcoming Patricia as a new 
Rep in the region and in thanking all Regional Reps, for their support in the coming school year!  
 
Since the last News Update, we have renewed three Associate Member Program- Squamish Waldorf 
School in Squamish, BC; Mulberry Waldorf School in Kingston, ON and the Valley Waldorf City School 
Kindergarten in Lake Balboa, CA – and seven Full Member Programs - City Garden Waldorf School in 
Chicago, IL; Cincinnati Waldorf School in Cincinnati, OH; Olympia Waldorf School in Olympia, WA; 
Malamalama Waldorf School in Kea'au, HI; Waldorf School of Pittsburgh in Pittsburgh, PA; Escuela 
Waldorf Cuernavaca in Cuernavaca, MOR; and New Amsterdam School in New York, NY. 
Congratulations on your renewals!   
 


