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Results of an Informal Poll on Masks and Vaccinations 

As the new school year begins and we once again find ourselves confronted with new 
regulations and guidance regarding the pandemic, we asked our members to share their 
experiences around vaccine and mask requirements and policies, to learn what kinds of 
resources and support from WECAN they think would be helpful. We sent out an informal poll 
through the WECAN Community Hub and received replies from about 75 Waldorf early 
childhood programs throughout North America.  Below is a brief summary of the responses. 

Vaccinations 

As of mid-September, teachers in most Waldorf early childhood programs and schools are not 
required by the government to be vaccinated. Three states have mandates requiring all 
teachers to be vaccinated, with some possibilities for exemptions or bi-weekly or weekly covid-
testing as alternatives. In a few locations, city or regional health authorities have issued similar 
mandates for vaccinations, with some possibilities for exemptions or regular testing instead. In 
many cases, this is not tracked by the school; in others, teachers must submit evidence or 
vaccination or weekly testing, often to one staff member only, who keeps confidential records.  

Most WECAN Member schools where vaccines are not otherwise required have not required 
vaccinations for their teacher. Most schools and early childhood programs strongly encourage 
their teachers and staff to be vaccinated but do not require it, and many schools have a privacy 
policy and do not ask for this or provide this information to parents. A small number of schools 
whose teachers are otherwise not required to be vaccinated have school policies requiring 
vaccination, with possibilities for exemptions or regular testing. 

When asked how contentious the vaccination issue is, many schools said that this issue is 
either mildly or very contentious in their school community. Some schools have lost families or 
faculty around this issue. Some schools said that this is considered a privacy and/or personal 
choice issue and is not discussed. One school replied, “there is much conflict and division 
between the home school/ anti-vaccine/ anti-mask folks and others who either are following 
regulations to protect those who are at high risk - or are really terrified of the pandemic.” This 
view seemed to be shared by many schools. Other schools said that their parent communities 
either mostly agree on the question of vaccinations or are respectful of each family’s personal 
choice.  

Masks 

In most schools, teachers wear masks indoors except when eating, and outdoors only if they 
cannot be distanced from the children. One teacher mentioned that she drinks tea while telling 
stories to avoid having to wear a mask at story time. Several home programs wrote that their 
caregivers do not wear masks.  

In most schools, children as young as 2 or 2 ½ also wear masks indoors except when eating, 
drinking, or resting, or when they are socially distanced. However, in a number of schools and 
home programs, children are not required to wear masks indoors.   
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Outdoors, children in more than half of the programs are not asked to wear masks. Other 
schools require masks outdoors for certain activities or leave the decision to parents. And some 
schools require that children wear masks both indoors and outdoors. 

When we asked whether mask-wearing is a contentious issue, about 1/3 of the schools said 
yes, another third said no, and a third answered “mildly contentious”. A number of schools said 
that they have lost families because of their mask policies. In some schools, families have left 
because their school requires indoor mask wearing by children and they oppose it, and other 
families have left because they felt that stronger mask wearing policies would be needed for 
them to feel that their children were safe.  Many schools said there is a full spectrum of views 
among parents and faculty about masks, but that the mood in the school is very respectful and 
the issue is not contentious.  

Inside or Outside?  

A few programs are exclusively outdoors, but most replied that they are spending more time 
outdoors with the children than they used to, especially in warm weather, and come inside to 
eat, rest, or use the bathrooms. A few are outdoors except when there is extreme weather. And 
many programs are both indoors and outdoors.  

What if school closes? Remote learning? 

Many programs replied that they will not offer online programs this year; they plan to send 
activity packets home with children if the school needs to close temporarily and may offer some 
online parent support. Others said that their program will either stay open because they are 
considered essential childcare, or that they have not yet decided what they will do. A few 
programs plan to offer online activities for the kindergarten as they did last year.  

What kinds of support is needed?  

Many schools appreciate the sharing of resources on the WECAN Community Hub. This will 
continue in the future. A number of schools asked for resources to support their families. 
Several schools asked if WECAN could provide anthroposophically-informed views on the issue 
of mask wearing for children, including social, behavioral and language development 
implications. Others asked for resources for teachers to use to help bridge the divide among 
parents who are more cautious and parents who do not want the children masked. Others 
asked for support in nurturing collegiality within the faculty around these issues.  

We will continue to review the results and requests from this informal poll and plan to continue 
to share resources on the WECAN Community Hub going forward. We encourage you to use 
the Hub to share helpful practices and suggestions, as well as questions and concerns. If you 
would like to receive an invitation to join the Hub, please contact Susan Howard at 
showard@waldorfearlychildhood.org. It is open to all practicing Waldorf early childhood 
educators. 
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