
VOLUNTEER PROJECT SPOTLIGHT: 

IMPLEMENTATION 

For more information contact: 

DESCRIPTION 

READ ACROSS AMERICA DAY 
Read Across America Day is an annual event 

led by the National Education Association to 

get kids excited about reading. Celebrated 

each year on or around the birthday of Dr. 

Seuss (March 2nd), United Ways join the fun 

and partner with schools, libraries and others 

to promote literacy and a love of reading. 

United Way of Salt Lake (UT) organizes a one-

day volunteer activity on Read Across America 

Day. Volunteers spend time in elementary 

school classrooms reading with students and 

participating in Dr. Seuss-related crafts, 

games and other activities.  

In March 2016, United Way partnered with 

schools in Salt Lake and Davis counties and 

organized nearly 300 volunteers to lead 

literacy activities in classrooms. 

• Supplies: The most important is to 

request donations of new and 

gently used Dr. Seuss books. They 

are collected throughout February 

and distributed to local area 

schools. 

• Volunteers: This opportunity is 

publicized with corporate sponsors 

and not the general public, but 

some individuals not affiliated with 

companies do participate. If 

individuals or companies are not 

able to volunteer, they are 

encouraged to participate by 

organizing a book drive. The 

majority of schools don’t ask that 

the volunteer complete a 

background check or be trained as 

many are in the classrooms with 

school staff present. Many of the 

volunteers serve for one and a half 

hours on Read Across America 

Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Building Relationships: United Way 

staff welcome volunteers at the 

school doors and provide an 

overview about United Way of Salt 

Lake’s Community Schools 

programs. This is an opportunity to 

tie the volunteer experience back to 

the work of United Way and the 

importance of early childhood 

literacy. Following the volunteer 

experience, United Way follows up 

with the volunteers to see if they 

would be interested in becoming a 

volunteer reader, tutor, or mentor 

on an ongoing basis. 

• Partners: In the future, United Way 

is considering opening up this 

opportunity to non-profits that work 

with young children. 

Melonya Cook melonyac@dayton-unitedway.org 

Peter Lindsay plindsay@uwmcm.org 

Sarah Dudley McDermott sarah.mcdermott@uwsect.org 


