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(4) Hope in Hopeless Times: A Jewish Perspective

We live in a moment when there is a general sense that things are bad and will only continue to get
worse. Surveys show a sharp decline of popular trust in institutions and growing anxiety about
democracy, the economy, social media, new technologies like Al and the future of the planet. Many
American Jews fear the growing illiberalism on both the right and the left and are starting to wonder
whether the United States will continue to be a true home for them. What role should hope play at
such times? Is there a distinctively Jewish idea of hope? How can we hold onto—and model—hope
in dark and dispiriting times?



