
Hello College Access Champion,

As you prepare for summer break, here are timely reminders about the College Board Opportunity
Scholarships, the program that guides students through the college planning process and offers chances to
earn $500 for each action they complete. When your students complete all six steps, they'll earn a chance at a
$40,000 scholarship. Right here in Michigan, the class of 2021 earned $196,500 in Opportunity Scholarships. We
also had two $40,000 winners recognized on Good Morning America.

Please encourage your students to continue their journeys to college before the school year ends, to become
eligible for scholarship opportunities. Currently in Michigan, only 5.3K (~4%) juniors have signed up for
Opportunity Scholarships. When students sign up and then build a college list (6+ schools) on BigFuture, they
become eligible to earn $500 for any 2-or-4 year college. When they complete the remaining steps of the
program, they will earn a chance at $40,000 in their senior year, like our two winners this year.

Action Steps for Juniors
Encourage students to sign up for the program before the school year ends. Students must sign up and
complete the Build Your College List step by June 30th in order to stay on track for the $40,000 Complete Your
Journey Scholarship, which requires students to complete all six steps by February of senior year.
To be eligible, students should:

1. Sign up for the College Board Opportunity Scholarships to access a step-by-step guide to planning for
college.

2. Complete the first task: Build Your College List. To ensure your students qualify, make sure they have at
least six schools on their college list on BigFuture™. This scholarship step must be completed by the
end of June to stay on track for a chance at the $40,000 Complete Your Journey Scholarship.

*All actions can be completed using a mobile phone*

Action Steps for Educators
By June 30th, encourage every junior to sign up and complete the first step, Build a College List, to become
eligible for $500 scholarships. This is a great incentive to motivate college planning actions before the summer
break and can be done during an advisory period, after AP exams, or by any teacher or coach. Here are some
resources to help you ensure your students are taking advantage of this opportunity to earn scholarships and
stay on track for the college application cycle next fall. Signing up for the program and building a college list
should take about 20-30 minutes and can be done on a mobile phone. Resources to help spread the word
include:

● Social Media Toolkit. This contains great sample social media posts and newsletter language to reach
students/families before the end of the year.

● Winner Flyer (see attached).
● Counselor Pledge. Any educator can take the pledge at cb.org/CounselorPledge and access digital

resources including fully-built PowerPoints and can earn badges for signing up students in their school.
● Overview Flyer on the College Board Opportunity Scholarships. Feel free to use this in your outreach.
● Step-By-Step Guide on how to Build a College List.

Thank you in advance for making sure Michigan students don’t miss out on the chance to earn money for steps
they are already taking to get ready for college.

https://pages.collegeboard.org/complete-journey-winners
https://click.e.collegeboard.org/?qs=9b70343df49fea57e985d007584e91f24ca879cabd8bb506fa7ea224ef1a25b32386501a40aae4075872d0a0ffd20827b22058151c621eab
https://opportunity.collegeboard.org/about/build?SFMC_cid=EM453229-&rid=232497567
https://pages.collegeboard.org/pdf/cbos-social-media-toolkit-2022.pdf
http://cb.org/CounselorPledge
https://pages.collegeboard.org/pdf/cbos-educator-flyer-2022.pdf
https://pages.collegeboard.org/pdf/how-build-college-list.pdf

