
Notes from the Pastoral Care Ministry & Vestry Meeting 
Monday, October 14, 2019 

 
 
Present:  Lis Ingoldsby, Barbara Wright, Seth Wrightington, Diane Greenlaw, Barbara Kourajian, 
Jo Jacob, Donna Downs, Miriam Antich, and Skip Greenlaw 
Attending by Zoom:  Bill Scaife and Julie Pierson 
 
Lis called the meeting to order at 2:38 p.m.  Donna offered an opening prayer.    
 
Review and Discussion of the Pastoral Care Ministry Description 
 

      Lis pointed out the Ministry Description is a guidepost/framework for the Ministry.   She 
noted the chair/co-chair section has been rewritten.   She asked what else needed to be added; 
several additions and edits were made.  Lis suggested the Ministry review the description again 
at their next meeting for final edits and approval. 
 
Discussion of priorities and needs for the Pastoral Care Ministry 
 

 Devoting a section of the Newsletter with news of our seasonal members; could also 
convey news of our year-round members. 

 At Christmas we could send a special email with Christmas greetings from everyone. 

 Card Ministry:  Julie mentioned sending memorial cards at death anniversaries to 
spouses and children of our deceased members. 

 The responsibility of sending birthday cards has been divided up between the members 
of the Pastoral Care Ministry. 

 The idea was mentioned of having a member of the Pastoral Care Ministry follow-up 
with the person needing care.  Anyone who needs something has an advocate on the 
committee. 

 Food Ministry:  Donna offered to help Diane coordinate meals. 
                Lis suggested that since we have a commercial kitchen, perhaps we have a casserole  
                making party and keep a stash of casseroles in our freezer to use as needed.      

 Transportation Ministry:  Jo asked how we want to interact with other systems already 
in place.   We agreed we should use established organizations already doing this work 
(e.g Friends in Action).  How can we help facilitate and make people aware?  It was 
suggested we put a list of services and resources in the Newsletter.      

 Barbara Kourajian raised the question about parishioners wanting to talk to someone 
about emotional/spiritual issues.  Anne Burton was mentioned as a resource.  Donna 
has offered to help if something is needed.  

 Eucharistic Visits:  Ideally, there is a rotation of Eucharistic Visitors.  Skip suggested 
Marcia Scott should be contacted about this idea.  He also mentioned she would like 
phone calls, more contact with members of St. Brendan's. This raised the point others 
on the prayer list might welcome calls as well. 

 



 
Communicating with and engaging Parish members more actively in/with Pastoral Care       
 

 Lis suggested putting together working lists of who could make and deliver a meal, who 
might be interested in a phone ministry, etc.  We need to identify who could help with 
the various needs that arise.  She said connecting people and having conversations is a 
key part of Pastoral Care. 

 Bill suggested having cards in the pews for members to check off or write a message if 
they would like a call from someone at the church or to note that someone may be 
needing pastoral care.  Lis noted we have this and the cards are not functioning as they 
were intended.  We decided we are small enough that members will talk to other 
members if they sense someone needs care.      

 Donna asked:  "How do you handle confidentiality?"  Lis said she gets requests and 
keeps a very tight loop of people who help her handle/fulfill these.  Donna stressed 
confidentiality is very important -- "What is said in the room stays in the room."  We 
talked about language to use -- asking if people would like something shared; asking if 
they want to be on the prayer list, etc.    

 
2020 Budgetary needs for Pastoral Care Ministry 
 

The current budget is $400 -- this may include some monies for Welcoming and 
Hospitality.  The budget needs to be revisited. 
 
Wrap Up & Closing Prayer 
 

Lis emphasized the fact the Vestry stands ready to support ministry work, and recommended 
the Ministry meet again before the dust settles too much to discuss the ministry description 
and suggestions for chair/co-chairs for this ministry going forward. 
 
 We closed the meeting by reading the Prayer of St. Brendan together. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:35 p.m.  
 
 
-Barbara Kourajian 
 
 


