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ST.  BRENDAN THE NAVIGATOR 

Deer Isle Maine 
 Our Mission is to love, praise, welcome, and serve:  

· to love one another as Christ loves us,  

· to praise God in all things,  

· to welcome and affirm all persons,  

· to serve the needs of one another and of those  

on the island, the peninsula, and throughout the world. 

Pastor Elaine Hewes, Priest in Charge 

The Rev. Donna Downs, Celebrant 

Connie Mayo, Music Director 

Service of Lessons and Carols 

December 28, 2025 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Gathering of the Community 

Celebrant:  We acknowledge that the land we now occupy is the ancestral home of the Wabanaki 

People.  We grieve the history of greed and violence that led to their loss of life, land, language and 

culture. 

Congregation:  We pray for the courage to find ways to support our indigenous neighbors who still face 

injustice and prejudice. May we always remember, as do the Wabanaki peoples, that the Earth does 

not belong to us; rather, we belong to the Earth.  

The bell is rung three times 

Prelude:  God rest ye merry, gentlemen             Norman Dello Joio 

Silence is begun and ended with a ring of the bell 

Opening Hymn 114  Twas in the Moon of Wintertime (in back of bulletin)    

The Opening Acclamation      

Leader: Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 

Congregation:   Glory to God for ever and ever. 
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Hymn of Praise (Sing Twice) 

 

 

Collects of the Day 

Celebrant:  Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that 

this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

Congregation:  Amen.    

We remember today, O God, the slaughter of the innocent children of Bethlehem by order of King 

Herod. Receive into the arms of your mercy all innocent victims. By your great might frustrate the 

designs of evil tyrants and establish your rule of justice, love, and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

First Lesson:  Isaiah 61:1–11     

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me;  

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,  

 to bind up the brokenhearted,  

 to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners;  

 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God;  

 to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion—  

 to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning,  

  the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.  

They will be called oaks of righteousness,  

 the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.  

They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations;  

 they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.  

Strangers shall stand and feed your flocks,  
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  foreigners shall till your land and dress your vines;  

 but you shall be called priests of the Lord,  

  you shall be named ministers of our God;  

 you shall enjoy the wealth of the nations, and in their riches you shall glory.  

Because their shame was double, and dishonor was proclaimed as their lot,  

 therefore they shall possess a double portion; everlasting joy shall be theirs.  

For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing;  

 I will faithfully give them their recompense,  

  and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.  

Their descendants shall be known among the nations,  

 and their offspring among the peoples;   

  that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.  

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; 

 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,  

  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots,  

 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise  

  to spring up before all the nations. 

Hymn 56  O Come, O Come, Emmauel (verses 1, 4, 5, and 6, in back of bulletin) 

The Second Lesson:  Luke 2: 1-14     

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 

was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 

towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 

David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, 

the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 

angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 

joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 

This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  

Hymn 102  Once in Royal David’s City (verses 1-3) 

The Christmas Story    

We know by heart these stories 

of a cold world, unwelcoming inn, 

the murderous tyrant, 

Mary on a donkey, escape, 

how cruel, how long ago, how far 
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from what we mean to sing, 

O Come, O Come, 

to the weary, the terrified, 

Mary's heart beating fast, 

her grip on the baby, 

the strains of it fill the shops, 

the streets, flow down rivers, 

cross seas, cross borders, 

the refugee mother kneels 

to change her infant in 

an open field, the shepherds gone, 

the angels quiet, 

her safety now 

completely up to us. 

    “The Christmas Story” from The Museum of Fresh Starts.   

Used by permission of Finishing Line Press.   

Hymn 112  In the bleak Midwinter (in back of bulletin)  

The Third Lesson:   Matthew 2: 12-23a     

Having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, the wise men left for their own country by 

another road.  

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the 

child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for 

the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to 

Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the 

Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.”  

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all 

the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he 

had learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 

“A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she 

refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”  

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get 

up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life 

are dead.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when 

he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. 

And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a 

town called Nazareth. 

Hymn 247  Lully, lullay, thou little tiny child (in back of bulletin) 

The Gospel:  John 1:1-18    

Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John 

Congregation:  Glory to you, O Christ. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 

beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 

being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
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There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 

that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The 

true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He 

came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who 

believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the 

will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's 

only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He 

who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") From his fullness we have all 

received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 

Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has 

made him known. 

Hymn 98  Unto us a boy is born  

Love came down at Christmas   

Love came down at Christmas, 

Love all lovely, love divine; 

Love was born at Christmas, 

Star and angels gave the sign. 

Worship we the Godhead, 

Love incarnate, love divine; 

Worship we our Jesus: 

But wherewith for sacred sign? 

Love shall be our token, 

Love shall be yours and love be mine, 

Love to God and to all men, 

Love for plea and gift and sign. 

Christina Rossetti 

 

Affirmation 

I believe in Jesus Christ and in the 

     power of the gospel, born in Bethlehem. 

I believe in the one whose spirit glorified a small village, 

     of whose coming shepherds saw the sign, 

     and for whom there was no room at the inn. 

I believe in the one whose life changed 

     the course of history, over whom the 

     rulers of the earth had no power, 

     and who was not understood by the proud. 

I believe in the one to whom the oppressed, 

     the discouraged, the afflicted, the sick, the blind, 

     the injured gave welcome and thanksgiving. 

I believe in the one who – with love – 

     changed the heart of the proud and 

     with his life showed that it is better to 
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     serve than to be served.  

I believe in peace, which is not the absence of war, 

     but justice among all people and nations 

     and love among all. 

I believe in reconciliation, forgiveness, and the 

     transforming power of the gospel. 

I believe that Christmas is strength and power, 

     and that this world can change if with 

     humility and faith we kneel before the manger. 

I pray for the courage to do so.  Amen.      

    Anonymous Latin American writer      

 

Prayers of the People   

Please contribute your own prayers at each bidding 

Leader:  I ask your prayers for all peoples and their leaders, and for justice, mercy, and peace in the 

world: 

Congregation contributes prayers 

Lord, hear us. 

Congregation:  Lord, graciously hear us. 

Leader:  I ask your prayers for the poor and the needy, the sick and the suffering, prisoners and 

refugees, and the dying. 

Congregation contributes prayers 

Lord, hear us. 

Congregation:  Lord, graciously hear us. 

Leader:  I ask your prayers for our fragile earth. 

Congregation contributes prayers 

Lord, hear us. 

Congregation:  Lord, graciously hear us. 

Leader:  I ask your prayers for this Island and Peninsula Community. 

Congregation contributes prayers 

Lord, hear us. 

Congregation:  Lord, graciously hear us. 

Leader:  I ask your prayers for those who have died and those who mourn. 

 Congregation contributes prayers 

Lord, hear us. 

Congregation:  Lord, graciously hear us. 

Leader:  I ask for your prayers of thanksgiving. 

Congregation contributes prayers 

Lord, hear us. 

Congregation:  Lord, graciously hear us.  

Leader and Congregation:  Almighty God, Giver of every good gift, look graciously on the people of St. 

Brendan and guide our hearts and minds as we seek to discern your will for our future and seek to be 

drawn closer to you.  
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The Confession 

Celebrant:  God of wild, windy and prodigal love, 

Congregation: We confess our bondage to fear, 

            Our smallness of heart, 

            Our lack of imagination, 

            Our guardedness in giving, 

            Our complicity in systems of racial and economic injustice, 

            Our misuse of the gifts of creation, 

            Our resistance to the Way of Jesus. 

We ask your mercy and the power of your Wholly, Holy Spirit 

            to burn through our defenses, 

            to break open our hearts, 

            to ignite our imaginations and 

            to raise us from the dead, 

that we might be signs of your healing and liberating love in the world.   

Celebrant:  Creator God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  

Congregation:  Amen. 

The Peace 

Leader:   Peace within yourself.  

   Peace with Creation.  

   Peace with you who are with us remotely today. 

   Peace with one another. 

   The peace of Christ be always with you.  

Congregation:  And also with you. 

The people are invited to greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Holy Eucharist 

Offertory Anthem  Gloria (sung by Choir)                Maia Aprahamian                       

Eucharistic Prayer   

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you 

Congregation:  And also with you 

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts 

Congregation:   We lift them to the Lord 

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Congregation:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Celebrant:  We offer you praise, dear God, and hearts lifted high, for in the communion of your love 

Christ comes close to us, and we come close to Christ.  Therefore with the whole realm of nature around 

us, with earth, sea and sky, we sing to you.   

Sanctus  
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Celebrant continues:  Blessed is Jesus who walks with us the road of our world’s suffering, and who is 

known to us in the breaking of bread.  On the night of his arrest Jesus took bread and having blessed it, 

broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying, “This is my body, given to you.”  In the same way he 

took wine and having given thanks for it he poured it out and gave the cup to his disciples, saying, “This 

cup is the new relationship with God, sealed with my blood.  Take this and share it.” 

Celebrant and Congregation:  Hear us, O Christ, and breathe your Spirit upon us and upon this bread 

and wine.  May they become for us your body, vibrant with your life, healing, renewing and making 

us whole.  And as the bread and wine which we now eat and drink are changed into us, may we be 

changed again into you, bone of your bone, flesh of your flesh, loving and caring in the world. 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray: 

Congregation: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, 

 Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

And the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Fraction Anthem  

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 

Congregation:   We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.  United by the power 

of the Holy Spirit in our midst, we acknowledge the Holy Sacrament of communion and the fullness 

of Christ’s presence in the gifts of the bread and the wine and in countless other ways in our lives.  As 

a community of faith, nothing can separate us from the love of God nor are we separated from one 

another.  

Celebrant:  The gifts of God for the people of God …  

Those gathered at St. Brendan receive the bread and wine 

Celebrant:  And now may the Presence of Jesus, in whatever form it has come to you this morning, 

nourish you in grace, comfort you in love, and inspire you to be Christ’s presence in the world.   

Post Communion Prayer   

Celebrant: In thanksgiving for the gifts of grace and mercy that have nourished us at this table, we pray 

for the courage to bear these gifts to the world, remembering the life to which Jesus calls us.  

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and the princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 

Congregation:  To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among brothers, 

To make music in the heart.   

                              The Work of Christmas by Howard Thurman 
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The Blessing      

Hymn 100  Joy to the world (in back of bulletin) 

Announcements 

Dismissal   

All hymns except ELW 269 from RiteSong ©2023 Church Publishing Inc.   All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission.   

Hymns and service music reprinted and streamed with permission under One License #A-715565.  All rights reserved. 

Communion Liturgy: © Iona Community/Wild Goose Publications. Used with permission.   www.ionabooks.com 

Confession written by Elaine Hewes. 

 

Calendar 

Monday, December 29    8:30 a.m. Simmering Pot 

          4:30 p.m. Meditation/Silent Prayer (zoom) 

Wednesday, December 31    10:00 a.m. Meditation/Silent Prayer (in person) 

          No Bible Study 

          2:00 p.m. Choir Practice 

Sunday, January 4      10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Pastor Elaine Hewes presiding 

Looking Ahead 

Sunday, January 11, 2026     3:00 p.m. Walking the Camino de Santiago  Jane Lachance 

Monday, February 2, 2026   6:00 p.m. Feast of the Presentation at Meditation Garden followed  

          by soup and drink in the parish hall 

 

 

  

 

Giving our Priorities Shape (GPS) Action 

Love in Action 

Reflect on Howard Thurman's poem “The Work of Christmas” (from our worship service 

today) and continue to bring JOY TO THE WORLD! 

 

http://www.ionabooks.com/
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’Twas in the moon of wintertime The Hymnal 1982, #114 
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O come, O come, Emmanuel The Hymnal 1982, #56 
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In the bleak midwinter The Hymnal 1982, #112 

 

 

 

 

  



15 

 

O sisters, too The Hymnal 1982, #247 
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Unto us a boy is born The Hymnal 1982, #98 
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Joy to the world! the Lord is come The Hymnal 1982, #100 

 

 

 

 

 

 


