
200th EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF MAINE CONVENTION                               

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2019                                                                       

PORTLAND, MAINE    

The 200th convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Maine convened at 9 AM at 

Hannaford Hall, University of Southern Maine, Portland, Maine on Saturday, October 

26, 2019 with the Right Reverend Thomas James Brown, Bishop of Maine presiding. 

Elections were held for various committees as well as election for clergy and lay 

delegates to the national convention, which will take place next summer.  There were 59 

of 60 congregations present. 

After some preliminary announcement, appointments, and discussion about rules of 

order, the Convention preceded to debate and discuss 8 resolutions.  Resolutions 

pertaining to Lay Compensation, Support for Maine Episcopal Network for Justice, 

Faith-based Community Solar Farm, and Support for Episcopal Youth Ministry Relations 

with the Diocese of South Dakota all passed with a minimum of debate, if any.  There 

were some questions and debate about Clergy Compensation, but that passed easily. 

However, there was spirited and sometimes contentious debate around End Child 

Separation and Family Detention at the US Border, Decriminalizing Individual Drug use 

and possession, and Ending Gun Violence.  All these resolutions were adopted after 

vigorous debate and amendments to the original resolutions. 

In the afternoon, the Chair of the Finance Committee presented a spirited and 

informative presentation about the budget.  There were no questions about the budget, 

and it was adopted by a 98% vote.  The budget which was adopted was $1,808,107. 

This is $89,217 less than the 2019 budget which was $1,897,324.  The Diocesan 

assessment remains the same at 15% and the episcopate also remains the same at 

$1.75 per congregation member.  The Episcopate Fund Income is the Bishop’s 

discretionary Fund.  In 2020, it is estimated to be $59,000., $17000 less than 2019. 

Bishop Brown recognized one of the two remaining members of the Church of the 

Advent, Limestone, Maine, which was requesting “forfeiture of union” with the Diocese. 

Bishop Brown expressed very warm greetings from the Diocese for the long and faithful 

witness of this church in Aroostook County, and a standing ovation ensued. 

We travelled by bus from the convention site to the Cathedral of St. Luke for the seating 

of Bishop Brown at 3 PM. Bishop Brown rode on the bus with us all  The service was 

beautiful, and the music beyond description. We were lucky enough to sit in the third 

row of the cathedral.   

In front of the altar, there was a pectoral cross on a partial mannequin. The cross  

belonged to Bishop Frederic Wolf.  His daughter, who lives in Canada send it to Bishop 

Brown after his consecration as bishop.  Bishop Brown used this gift as a starting point 

in his sermon about how many things remained the same today as when Bishop Wolf 

took office and also how many things had changed. 



Bishop Brown offered seven thoughts about our ministry together as we move forward. 

1.  Heal the civic discourse in Maine and the United States.  This suggestion came 

from our two US Senators, Susan Collins and Angus King, and Congressman  

Jared Golden.   

2. Have a presence and ministry in all 16 Maine counties, especially in the north 

and east. 

3. Work with the Diocesan Council to change the goverance and management 

structure of the Diocese. 

4. Improve how we communicate with each other. 

5. Faithful public policy which makes a difference – e.g Poor People’s Campaign,  

Environmental Stewardship, Collaboration and Peace with others 

6. Bishop’s Priorities  ( not clear about this thought) 

7. Three questions which Bishop Brown will ask when he visits congregations-  1. 

How are things going in your town?  2 Who is Jesus for you?  3 What is the 

future of your church-   Why here?  Who are you?  What are you doing about it? 

We greeted several friends of St Brendan’s to include The Rev. Larry Estey, Elizabeth 

was also present, The Rev. Donna Downs, The Rev. Jennifer Reece, Julia Walking, and 

Diane had a brief conversation with Lis.  

 At the conclusion of the service, we met the Rev Eleanor Prior, who is on the Cathedral 

staff.  She asked what church we belonged to.  It turns out that she had some friends 

who had a farm on Deer Isle and worked there one summer.  We invited her to come 

celebrate the Eucharist with us one Sunday, and she accepted.  

 Oh, the big surprise at the end of the procession into the Cathedral was our beloved 

former Bishop, Chilton Knudsen, who is now Assisting Bishop in the Diocese of 

Washington.  We were all thrilled to have her worship with us. 

In conclusion, we would like to share with you how compassionate, kind, thoughtful, and 

considerate Bishop Brown was as he chaired the convention and helped delegates 

navigate their way through amendments and questions.  We are indeed so fortunate to 

have such a wonderful and spiritual person as Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of 

Maine. 

We thank you for allowing us the opportunity to represent St. Brendan’s at our church 

convention. 

Gratefully, 

Diane and Skip Greenlaw 

 

 

 


