
 

Mistakes are a normal and natural part of being human.
How we react to others’ mistakes and how we learn from
our own mistakes are fundamental to who we become as

people. In Middle School, mistakes can feel more
catastrophic than they actually are, especially when they
happen in front of peers or when it seems like everyone

knows about them. Our students need a lot of reminders
to give grace to others and extend grace to themselves.
As Christians, we have the beautiful reminder that our
mistakes do not define us. Our identity is not found in

being perfect, getting everything right, or meeting every
expectation. Our identity is found in Christ, who meets us
with grace, forgiveness, and mercy.  A mistake can be an

opportunity to practice humility, take responsibility, seek
forgiveness, make things right, and grow in wisdom. We
also want them to understand that when they fail, they
do not have to be crushed by shame.  Our prayer is that
our students would respond to their mistakes, and the
mistakes of others, in a way that reflects the grace we

have received from Christ.

“The Lord upholds 
all who fall

and lifts up all who 
are bowed down.”

PSALM 145: 14
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Students, join us for 
See You At The Pole

Wedensday September 23
7:30AM - 7:50AM

Circle Drive Flag Pole
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As we continue our initiative in the high school
and middle school to build a culture of

Godly character, we have turned our focus from
the character trait of respect to the trait

of kindness, which is God’s love put into action. A
thorough definition of kindness is

“active, compassionate goodness toward others
that reflects God’s own kindness to us;

it is more than niceness--it is Spirit-produced
benevolence.” I challenged all of our

secondary students in their Bible classes to
demonstrate kindness on a daily basis,

following the example of Jesus, and our faculty is
on the lookout to catch them being

kind. We invite you to reinforce this challenge at
home so that together we can reap a

harvest of kindness throughout our PCA family.

- Kevin Peterson, Dean of Secondary Students
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The beginning of the school year is one
of excitement and hope. As our teachers

plan through their curriculum each
summer, they set goals for their

students. There are benchmarks they
want to hit by the end of the quarter,
semester, and year. The goal of that

class is to teach the student the material
and prepare them for the next level of

their education and life. 
One of the things we can do as parents
is to think through yearly goals for our

children. Ask yourselves these
questions: Where would I like them to be
spiritually by the end of the semester?
What life skill would I like for them to

master by the end of the quarter? 
Pray about your answers, seeking

wisdom and discernment alongside your
spouse or trusted family members. Pick

just one or two goals to write down, then
look for natural ways to model and talk
about them with your teen throughout

the year. 

September - Goal Setting
with your Student

by Mr. Jones, PCA Spiritual Formation
Director
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