[Congressional Representative Address Block]


Re: Keep the Government Funded and Protect Tribal Programs from Spending Cuts

Dear [Congressional Representative(s)]:

On behalf of the [Tribe or Tribal organization], we write to firmly oppose a federal government shutdown and any spending cuts to federally funded programs serving Tribal Nations as part of a deal to keep the government funded for Fiscal Year (FY) 2024. [Insert personalized introduction/ concerns]. Tribes paid, in full, for the duties owed by the United States. Native lives are not a political bargaining chip. 

The United States has created a system where millions of Americans are uniquely reliant on federal appropriations, particularly across Indian Country and in Tribal jurisdictions. The unique history and political status of Tribes and the government-to-government relationship means that no aspect of a shutdown happens in a vacuum for Indian Country and all Tribes are affected.

Past government shutdowns have taken the lives of Native citizens, harmed their wellbeing, and forced Tribes, Tribal organizations, and individual citizens to go into debt to cover the United States’ broken promises. [option: personalized experience of the impacts of funding disruptions or shutdowns]. 

Continuing Resolutions (CRs) can be a tool to maintain operations while FY 2024 spending is finalized by Congress. However, recent CRs were shorter than the time it takes for funds to be available  – virtually guaranteeing Tribes and Tribal organizations operate federal programs at a loss while Congress finalizes annual spending. 

Without the historic enactment of advance appropriations for the Indian Health Service, all Tribal programs would be facing, yet another, threat of government shutdown. Even still, critical and lifesaving programs will be disrupted throughout Indian Country, and Tribes and Tribal organizations will pay to maintain operations in either borrowing costs or lives lost.

The [Tribe or Tribal Organization] strongly urges you to keep the government funded and keep spending cuts away from chronically underfunded but life-saving programs.

[signature block]

