
 
July 29, 2020 

 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi     The Honorable Chuck Schumer 
Speaker       Minority Leader 
House of Representatives     United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20515     Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
The Honorable Kevin McCarthy    The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Minority Leader      Majority Leader 
House of Representatives     United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20515     Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Speaker Pelosi, Leader McCarthy, Leader Schumer, and Leader McConnell, 
 
As you continue to work on legislation to provide economic relief to Americans experiencing 
hardships created by the COVID-19 pandemic, I urge you to maintain the $1 billion 
appropriation included in the Heroes Act for Indian Health Service (IHS), Tribal Health 
Program, and Urban Indian Organization health programs (I/T/U) to help them recover from 
significant COVID-19 related losses in revenue.  
 
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act allocated $100 billion for a 
provider relief fund to help hospitals that were struggling with the loss of revenue from the 
cancellation or delay of non-COVID-related procedures. Of that amount, the Department of 
Health and Human Services provided $500 million to the Indian Health Services for distribution 
to tribal hospitals, clinics, and urban programs. While this funding was desperately needed by 
tribal health programs, it falls short of the actual need in Indian Country.  
 
Third-party billing collections are critical to the financial security of tribal health facilities and 
can equate to more than half of the operating budget for many tribal health programs and Urban 
Indian Organization health programs. However, during the past few months, many I/T/U 
facilities have slowed or stopped elective procedures and limited most other non-COVID care, 
thus drastically reducing their third party collections and limiting their ability to make payroll, 
expand services, and provide quality care.  
 
Additional funding is needed to assist I/T/U facilities with this unprecedented challenge. Without 
it, many tribal health care sites could be in danger of closing, which would further exacerbate the 
stark health disparities that exist in Indian Country as many American Indian and Alaska Native 
communities suffer disproportionately from health issues that increase their risk of suffering 
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from COVID-19, including hypertension, diabetes, asthma, and cardiovascular disease. We must 
ensure that tribal facilities have the financial security to continue to serve their populations 
through the pandemic.  
 
H.R. 6800, the Health and Economic Recovery Omnibus Emergency Solutions Act included a $1 
billion appropriation to the Indian Health Service to assist I/T/U facilities make up for this lost 
revenue. I strongly encourage you to maintain this funding in any final coronavirus relief 
package. Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
____________________ 
Raul Ruiz, M.D. 
Member of Congress 

 

Raul


