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Hello Friend, 

I wanted to update you on the latest action we've taken in Congress to provide 
urgent assistance for workers, families, and our health care system in response to the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.  

On Friday, March 27, with my support, the House of Representatives passed the 
bipartisan CARES Act, its third and most comprehensive COVID-19 emergency relief 
package yet to help safeguard the health, safety, and economic security of every 
American.  

 
Watch me speak on the House Floor in support of the CARES Act  

Click on the links below for more detailed information about this historic 
emergency stimulus package and its major provisions:  

Extensive Emergency Unemployment Assistance  

  

https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=MA05KC&crop=14507.10558857.5698872.749015&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fkatherineclark.house.gov%2fsignup&redir_log=952674569123279
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=MA05KC&crop=14507.10558857.5698872.749015&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fkatherineclark.house.gov%2femail-me&redir_log=413765272217288
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=MA05KC&crop=14507.10558857.5698872.749015&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2ftwitter.com%2fRepKClark%2fstatus%2f1243586698547793921%3fs%3d20&redir_log=709012704993366
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=MA05KC&crop=14507.10558857.5698872.749015&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2ftwitter.com%2fRepKClark%2fstatus%2f1243586698547793921%3fs%3d20&redir_log=709012704993366
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=MA05KC&crop=14507.10558857.5698872.749015&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fCongresswomanKatherineClark%2f&redir_log=259883589942376
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=MA05KC&crop=14507.10558857.5698872.749015&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2ftwitter.com%2fRepKClark&redir_log=26952549995203
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=MA05KC&crop=14507.10558857.5698872.749015&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.instagram.com%2frepkclark%2f&redir_log=105293132717254


Direct Payments For Americans Who Need it Most  

A Historic Marshall Plan for Our Hospitals, Health Care Workers, and Local Governments  

Critical Funding for Child Care and Early Learning Programs  

Robust Relief for Small Businesses and Non-Profits  

Financial Aid for Students  

Support for States to Prepare for Upcoming Elections  

Extensive Emergency Unemployment Assistance  

Democrats fought hard for expanded unemployment insurance protections in order 
to provide an essential, long-term lifeline for millions of American workers affected by this 
public health crisis. These provisions include: 

• An additional 13 weeks of federally-funded unemployment insurance benefits, to 
cover unemployment through 2020 for workers who find themselves still 
unemployed beyond the next four months. 

• $600 per week, in addition to the amount of unemployment insurance normally 
paid by states, for the next four months for every American collecting 
unemployment insurance. 

• Federal incentives to encourage states to waive one-week waiting periods so that 
money can be provided to unemployed Americans as quickly as possible. 

• Expanded eligibility to cover workers in the gig economy, as well as others who 
don't normally qualify under their state's programs, including those who are self-
employed and those with limited work history. 

Direct Payments For Americans Who Need it Most  
 
With entire sectors of the economy shut down, most Americans need immediate 
assistance to help put food on the table. That's why the CARES Act provides direct cash 
payments to the American families that need it the most. Specifically, the law will: 

• Provide $1,200 payments for individuals making up to $75,000 per year and 
$2,400 for married couples making up to $150,000 per year when filing jointly. 
The value will decrease or phase out completely for those making over the full 
payment income cap. 

• Provide an additional $500 for each child in the family. 

• The payment will be automatically deposited into the accounts of those who filed 
their taxes in 2018 and 2019 by direct deposit, while the payment process for 
others is still being finalized. 



A Historic Marshall Plan for Our Hospitals, Health Care Workers, 
and Local Governments  

Our heroic health care professionals are working around the clock in Massachusetts 
hospitals and health care facilities across the country to heal the sick and fight the spread 
of this virus. They are on the front lines of this national emergency and need all the 
assistance they can get from the federal government. The CARES Act will:  

• Invest nearly $200 billion in hospitals, health systems, and health research to 
ensure that the health care infrastructure is in place across the country to address 
the increased demand for treatment. 

• Provide additional medical supplies and personal and protective equipment (PPE) 
to hospitals and first responders to help mitigate the risk of infection among health 
care providers. 

• Deliver Medicare payment increases to all hospitals and providers to ensure they 
receive the funding they need during this crisis. 

• Reimburse States, Tribes, and local governments for expenses related to the 
COVID-19 response through the creation of a $150 billion State and Local 
Coronavirus Expenditure Fund; approximately $2.67 billion of which will go 
directly to communities across Massachusetts. 

Critical Funding for Child Care and Early Learning Programs  

As schools and daycare centers continue to close across the country because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, parents are finding it harder than ever to meet the needs of their 
children and maintain financial stability. In the wake of this crisis, it is crystal clear that we 
can no longer afford to approach child care as an economic accessory. I'm proud that the 
CARES Act includes:  

• $3.5 billion for the Child Care and Development Block Grant. Funding for this 
important program can be used to support child care programs maintain critical 
operations, and ensure that first responders and health care workers can access 
child care while they fight this pandemic. Massachusetts will receive 
approximately $60 million of these emergency funds. 

• $750 million for Head Start to continue to meet the needs of students, staff, and 
continued operations, including cleaning materials, and summer school 
operations. 

• An additional $3 billion for Emergency Education Relief Grants. Governors may 
use funding they receive to support child care and early childhood education 
efforts. 

• Some child care providers may also be eligible to benefit from the additional relief 
the CARES Act offers for small businesses and non-profits. 



Robust Relief for Small Businesses and Non-Profits  

This pandemic is causing incredible financial hardship for businesses and non-profits, 
and it is essential that they get the assistance they need to meet their operational 
expenses and keep their employees on payroll so they can restart their businesses when 
this crisis subsides. The CARES Act provides: 

• $349 billion in forgivable loans to affected small businesses and non-profits to pay 
their employees and keep them on the payroll. Up to $10 million is available for 
each loan.  

• $10 billion in immediate grants. Up to $10,000 in cash infusions for small 
businesses to cover immediate expenses such as payroll and rent within 3 days 
of application.  

• $17 billion in debt relief for current and new Small Business Administration 
borrowers.  

• Visit the Small Business Administration's Disaster Assistance page to apply.  

• To learn more about how the CARES Act can help your small business or non-
profit, click here. 

Financial Aid for Students  

As the COVID-19 pandemic disrupts this semester and makes it even harder for 
borrowers to pay off their student loans, it is vital that students and graduates receive 
debt relief during these difficult times. The CARES Act will: 

• Cancel payments for all student loan borrowers with federally-held loans through 
September 30, 2020. These borrowers will not be required to make any payments 
and they will not suffer financially from accrued interest over this period. 

Support for States to Prepare for Upcoming Elections  

With so much uncertainty in these times, it is critical that we not lose sight of ensuring 
that we can move forward with safe, secure, and fair elections this year. In order to do so, 
the CARES Act will:   

• Provide $400 million for states to help prepare for the 2020 elections. This funding 
can be used to increase the ability to vote by mail, expand early voting and online 
registration, and increase the safety of voting in-person by providing resources for 
additional voting facilities and more poll-workers. 

• Require that states receiving funding must send the Election Assistance 
Commission a report that includes an account of how the state used the money 
and how it allowed them to prevent, prepare for, and respond to COVID-19. 

https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=MA05KC&crop=14507.10558857.5698872.749015&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.sba.gov%2ffunding-programs%2fdisaster-assistance&redir_log=471667741603401
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=MA05KC&crop=14507.10558857.5698872.749015&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.sbc.senate.gov%2fpublic%2findex.cfm%3fp%3dguide-to-the-cares-act&redir_log=743560762583470


 
 
This bill is not perfect and doesn't fully address this public health crisis. It is, however, an 
important step forward, and I believe it will save lives and ease the economic pain for 
families across the country. To those on the front lines of this emergency: please know 
that we see you, we appreciate your sacrifice, and we will continue working together in 
Congress to bring you the help that you need to get through this crisis.  

Did you find this information to be helpful? 
( ) Yes  
( ) No  

[Submit] 
Click to open in a separate window 

  
*It is my job to listen to Massachusetts families. Please click to take my survey to share your views and join my email list.  

  
Please be sure to regularly check my dedicated COVID-19 webpage on my website for 
new health and public safety information as well as for additional resources as they 
arise. I promise to keep you updated as this situation evolves and will continue to do 
everything I can in Congress to protect American families from this virus.  
Sincerely, 

 
Katherine Clark 
Member of Congress (MA-05) 

 
   

 

https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/EsurveyForm.aspx?__cid=MA05KC&__sid=100042&__crop=14507.10558857.5698872.749015
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/EsurveyForm.aspx?__cid=MA05KC&__sid=100042&__crop=14507.10558857.5698872.749015
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=MA05KC&crop=14507.10558857.5698872.749015&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fkatherineclark.house.gov%2findex.cfm%3fp%3dcoronavirus-update&redir_log=111901422552449
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=MA05KC&crop=14507.10558857.5698872.749015&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fCongresswomanKatherineClark%2f&redir_log=259883589942376
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=MA05KC&crop=14507.10558857.5698872.749015&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2ftwitter.com%2fRepKClark&redir_log=26952549995203
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=MA05KC&crop=14507.10558857.5698872.749015&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.instagram.com%2frepkclark%2f&redir_log=105293132717254

