
Local Governments Spending Taxpayer Money on Political Campaign to Raise YOUR Taxes 

 

On June 22, the League of Wisconsin Municipalities (League) announced a spending spree to campaign 

in favor of a series of non-binding referenda to push for property tax hikes across Wisconsin. In this same 

announcement, the League and its other partners solicited minimum donations of $1,200 from every local 

government in the state to fund this campaign. This could mean over a million dollars of taxpayer funds 

handed over to a special interest group.   

 

Make no mistake, local governments are already handing over your tax dollars to the League to run a 

campaign to increase property taxes. For example, the Sun Prairie City Council gave $3,000 to the 

League with little debate and over the vocal opposition of residents in attendance. Spending public dollars 

on private lobbyists and political campaigns is a violation of the public trust. Local governments should 

use taxpayer dollars to fund local services, not political campaigns. Further, Wisconsin has thousands of 

local elected officials, who already have far greater access to state elected officials than a general 

taxpayer does. Part of their job is to lobby the state government; they do not need to use your tax dollars 

to hire private lobbyists to do their jobs for them.  

 

Now the League argues they are merely trying to close a “loophole” that has shifted the tax burden from 

businesses to homeowners. This argument is simply not true. According to the Wisconsin Department of 

Revenue, the statewide tax burden has been steadily shifted to commercial and manufacturing property 

(businesses) from residential property (homeowners) over the last decade, directly countering the 

League’s argument. Instead, the League and its allies are trying to change bedrock principles of property 

tax law by minimizing the role that the market value of a property has in relation to its share of the 

property tax burden to raise taxes on businesses. These job killing tax increases will raise taxes on 

businesses through no fault of their own. However, the tax increases will not be contained to businesses. 

 
The Wisconsin Constitution’s Uniformity Clause will spread these tax increases to all property taxpayers. 
The constitution requires all property to be taxed in a uniform manner. There is not an exception that 
allows small businesses, manufacturers, and residential properties to be taxed differently. All businesses 
and residential properties will be roped into abiding by these new property tax assessment laws, which 
will increase their property taxes. 
 
Increasing property taxes benefits no one. The consequences of tax hikes are very real: fewer jobs, 
higher consumer prices for goods and services, and more expensive housing. It is unconscionable that 
local governments would spend taxpayer dollars to move Wisconsin backwards by campaigning for 
higher taxes.  
 
Corydon Fish is the Director of Tax, Transportation & Legal Affairs at Wisconsin Manufacturers & 
Commerce. 
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