
Our Shared Offering for September is GCAP- The Greater Community AIDS Project.  

GCAP’s first name was Gay Community AIDS Project and was formed by gay men in CU. Jerry 

Carden served as the founding chairperson in 1985. The intent was two-fold, to provide direct 

support and education. The direct support was for people living with HIV and their loved ones- 

in the form of support groups and a buddy’s project that teamed healthy individuals with 

PWA’s to help coordinate their needs. The education aspect was for gay persons, as well as for 

the broader community due to a lack of information about HIV, as well as many rumors and 

myths. In its early years, GCAP purchased a house and volunteers did extensive renovations to 

make it suitable for transitional housing for those who lost housing in some way due to their 

HIV status. Champaign House still operates today, and the financial need is still great.  

The organization has grown from no budget, relying only on contributions, to an annual budget 

of $140,000. GCAP is primarily grant funded, and some sources have dried up. Some grants like 

the one from Housing and Urban Development can only be used for renovations to Champaign 

House.  

There are still many other financial needs. GCAP’s current budget breaks down to these 

categories: Emergency Assistance- $19,600; Harvest to Home Food Pantry- $32,340; Champaign 

House- $41,800; Shelter Plus Care (permanent supportive housing) - $15,000; Education and 

Outreach- $4,500; Fundraising- $8,000.  

Our greatest need is money to continue the Emergency Assistance Program. We continue to 

help with copays for medicines/doctor visits.  There are also a number of clients who still need 

over the counter products that insurance will not cover (especially nutritional supplements such 

as Ensure). We also are very proud that we annually provide over 33 MTD yearly bus passes, 

allowing clients to get to and from work, medical appointments, and grocery shopping. 

GCAP has increased its involvement with the Champaign County Continuum of Care, which with 

community members helps to allocate federal funding for homelessness in in Champaign 

County: Getting to Zero (a statewide program to help eliminate new infections with HIV 

through a variety of evidenced based practices: Illinois HIV Integrated Planning Committee, a 

group working on breaking down the silo's between the care of people living with HIV and 

prevention of new infections. 

As of now we have yet to find educational funding from any sources other than local 

donations.  We have run a few campaigns over the last couple of years, most recently message 

of Treatment as Prevention on MTD buses. While we do continue to speak with over 2000 

people annually (primarily students) annually, it would be beneficial to our mission if we were 

able to provide training for presenters outside of Champaign County. 

By giving generously to GCAP your dollars will help support neighbors in our own community.  

 


