
In memory of Dr. Bernhard "Bernie" Works, written by Sally Babbitt. 

On November 15th, the News Gazette listed the obituary for Bernie Works. This news 
saddened me. Memories came flooding back and I'll share some of them. He died 
10/28/17 in Middletown, WI. having moved to be near their daughter.  

He and his wife, Nancy attended our church for many years, serving in many capacities 
and were enthusiastic donors and pledgers. They even contributed to the fund to 
replace the playground equipment in recent years. Bernie was a skilled set designer for 
the Department of Theater at the University. He lent his skills to many projects in our 
church. There is a spotlight high up in the sanctuary that he rigged to shine on the Rose 
Window, so it would be visible at night. Unfortunately, it is not used now, as it's too hard 
to access. He chaired the personnel committee for several years even though he never 
joined the church. He was a Lutheran and feared his Mother would never forgive him if 
he became a UU. 

In the 90s, the RE Department organized and presented a circus. The program was 
held in the old basement/Fellowship Hall and Bernie was instrumental in constructing 
the staging and the lighting for a very successful event.  

The Wayside Chapel was constructed by Bernie. In the mid-90s, he and Will Zemlin had 
plans from the UUA and were eager to build it. Will died before they could begin the 
project, so Bernie completed the Chapel in Will's honor and memory. They were quite a 
pair, Will and Bernie. Will, a well-known Professor of Speech and Hearing was 
researching an instrument so that he could see the larynx moving. He had rigged a 
laryngoscope with a camera and enlisted Bernie to light it. Bernie designed a fiberglass 
tube light source. It was revolutionary at the time. 

He was a gentle soul and it was a sad day when he and Nancy moved to Wisconsin 
into an apartment in a Senior Residence and to be near Chrissie. This last year a tree 
was planted to honor Chrissie who had been in a horrific bicycle accident. It was 
located near the Wayside Chapel in front of the church. It became diseased and was 
recently removed. 

The world will miss Bernhard Works. 

(Scroll down to see his obituary that was handed out at his memorial). 












