
  

 

 

 

 

The Reverend Bob Farrow, Priest in Charge 

Kevin Anderson, Music Director 

 

The 4th Sunday After Pentecost 

 

June 21, 2026 

 

Holy Eucharist Rite II 

__________________________________________ 

 

Please be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent, for this is a house of prayer for all people. 

 

 

 

PRELUDE   

   

All stand as able and sing. 

PROCESSIONAL  Regent Square  Holy Father, great Creator Hymnal 368 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION  

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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 GLORIA  Hymnal S 280 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for you 

never fail to help and govern those whom you have set upon the sure foundation 

of your loving-kindness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated for the reading of the lessons. 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 

 
THE FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 20:7-13 

Lector: A reading from the Prophet Jeremiah. 

O Lord, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; you have overpowered me, 

and you have prevailed. 

I have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me. For 

whenever I speak, I must cry out, I must shout, "Violence and destruction!" 

For the word of the Lord has become for me a reproach and derision all day 

long. 

If I say, "I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name," then within 

me there is something like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I am weary with 

holding it in, and I cannot. 

For I hear many whispering: "Terror is all around! Denounce him! Let us 

denounce him!" 

All my close friends are watching for me to stumble. 

"Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can prevail against him, and take our 

revenge on him." 
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But the Lord is with me like a dread warrior; therefore my persecutors will 

stumble, and they will not prevail. They will be greatly shamed, for they will 

not succeed. Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. 

O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous, you see the heart and the mind; let 

me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. 

Sing to the Lord; praise the Lord! For he has delivered the life of the needy 

from the hands of evildoers. 

Lector:  The word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

THE PSALM Psalm 69: 8-11, 18-20  

The Psalm will be chanted by Kevin Anderson. You’re welcome to join in. If you don’t 

read music, the note changes on the italicized words. 

8 Surely, for your sake have I suffered reproach, and shame has covered my face. 

9 I have become a stranger to my own kindred, an alien to my mother's 

children. 

10 Zeal for your house has eaten me up; the scorn of those who scorn you has 

fallen upon me. 

11 I humbled myself with fasting, but that was turned to my reproach. 

18 Answer me, O Lord, for your love is kind; in your great compassion, turn to 

me.' 



5 
 

19 "Hide not your face from your servant; be swift and answer me, for I am in 

distress. 

20 Draw near to me and redeem me; because of my enemies deliver me. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

THE EPISTLE Romans 6:1b - 11 

Lector: A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans. 

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! How 

can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have 

been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have 

been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from 

the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united 

with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him 

so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to 

sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we 

believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the 

dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he 

died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also 

must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Lector:  The word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able and sing. 

SEQUENCE HYMN Seek ye first Hymnal 711 

 

THE GOSPEL Matthew 10:24-39 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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Jesus said to the twelve disciples, “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave 

above the master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave 

like the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much 

more will they malign those of his household! 

“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and 

nothing secret that will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the 

light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear 

those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy 

both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of 

them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your 

head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many 

sparrows. 

“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge 

before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny 

before my Father in heaven. 

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to 

bring peace, but a sword. 

For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her 

mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and one’s foes will be 

members of one’s own household. 

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever 

loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not 

take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will 

lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Please be seated for the sermon. 

THE SERMON Rev. Bob Farrow 
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All stand as able. 

THE NICENE CREED   

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the 

Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 

was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
for the 4th Sunday After Pentecost 

From Planning for Rite & Rituals: A Resource for 

Episcopal Worship (Year A) 

Please kneel or stand as you are able. The Intercessor and People pray responsively. 

Hear now our prayers, most Holy God, and throw open the doors of our hearts as 

we say, “In your great mercy, O God, answer us with your unfailing help.” 
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Guide your church into courageous witness on behalf of Christ, whose example 

shows us the only path that can lead us away from our fears and hatred and into 

the glory land of love and reconciliation. In your great mercy, O God, 

 Answer us with your unfailing help. 

Grant wisdom to leaders and open their hearts that they might, in confidence and 

courage, make decisions that lead to mutual flourishing and true peace. In your 

great mercy, O God, 

 Answer us with your unfailing help. 

Open our eyes to injustice in our midst, enliven us so that we make never become 

numb to the suffering of our neighbors. Especially we ask for your mercy on the 

members of our diocesan family currently held in immigration detention and their 

families, and on the children held in detention across our nation. We pray for their 

release and for the restoration of humane and ethical immigration enforcement. In 

your great mercy, O God, 

 Answer us with your unfailing help. 

Grant us the perseverance and commitment to make difficult choices and to 

choose sustainable ways of life that honor your creation, provide safety for all 

people, and lead us into understanding and reconciliation. In your great mercy, O 

God, 

 Answer us with your unfailing help. 

Be present and bring your healing power to all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. 

Especially we pray for Katherine, Mary Jane, and Bob. In your great mercy, O God, 

 Answer us with your unfailing help. 

Welcome the dying into your loving presence and grant them growth in your love. 

Comfort the grieving and show us how to honor the legacy of your saints and live 

into the promise granted us in Christ’s death. In your great mercy, O God, 

 Answer us with your unfailing help. 
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CONCLUDING PRAYER  

Open our eyes and ears to see your justice unfolding in our midst; grant us wisdom 

and courage to be agents of your love and fulfill our hopes as may be best for us, 

but always to your glory. All this we ask through Jesus Christ, our only Lord and 

redeemer who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and 

always. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Together 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 

sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 

may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 

Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 

you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE  

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & CELEBRATIONS  

 

MINISTRY MOMENT       

 

OFFERTORY HYMN Set my soul afire, Lord See next page. 
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Continues on next page. 
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THE DOXOLOGY Old 100th 

Please stand as you are able for the presentation of the offering. 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly hosts; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

 HOLY COMMUNION 

 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:   And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame 

death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 

all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 

your Name: 
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SANCTUS Holy, holy, holy Lord Hymnal S 129 

The people stand or kneel as able. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, 

when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 

mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 

to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to 

your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 

took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
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Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Together  

Christ has died.   

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 

these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 

Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that 

we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 

and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 

eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 

for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

Celebrant:  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:      Therefore let us keep the feast. 
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FRACTION ANTHEM  Hymnal  S 169 

 

Celebrant:  

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

THE SHARING OF BREAD AND WINE  

All people are invited to receive Communion. The ushers will come stand by your 

pew, at which time you may go kneel or stand at the railing. If you do not wish to 

receive, please cross your arms over your chest to receive a blessing. If you have 

mobility challenges and need communion brought to you at your seat, please let an 

usher know. Gluten-free wafers are available. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN    I can hear my Savior calling  

The hymn will be performed by Kevin Anderson. 

BLESSING 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray.  

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 

spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into 

the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

RECESSIONAL  National Hymn  God of our fathers Hymnal 718 

 

DISMISSAL                                                  

Officiant:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Response: Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE    
 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us today. 

Please join us for coffee and fellowship in the Gathering Room, 

to the left as you exit the nave. 
 

St. Nicholas’ mission is to actively share Christ’s love for all people. 

Our vision is to strive to be a welcoming community who worships a caring and 

merciful God, proclaims the Gospel, and promotes justice, peace, and love. 
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IN OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Your prayers are asked for Katherine Johnson, Mary Jane Hartenstine, and Rev. 

Bob Farrow. Continued prayers and loving thoughts for those who have ongoing 

needs and struggles: Liz Dixon, Hudson Garrett, and Mary Butcher. 

We pray for wisdom for those in authority, for guidance for those who feel called to 

action, and for safety and peace for those who feel fear in these times. We continue 

to pray for all those in need within our community and those in the world who have 

suffered due to war and natural disaster. 

UPCOMING IN THE PARISH 

JUNE 21: Vestry meets after the service 

JUNE 24: Game Day! 3:00 p.m. 

JUNE 29: Last day of Boston Butt sales 

JUNE 30: Deadline for pledges to Capital Campaign 

JUL 1:  St. Nicholas Book Club – see your newsletter for more. 

JUL 3:  Pick up your butts! 2 – 6 pm at St. Nicholas 

JULY 5:  Worship at St. Thomas – sign up for the van in the kitchen.  

  

MINISTERS THIS WEEK 

Lector: Sheri Cody 

Usher: Sheri Cody 

Virtual Minister: Katherine Johnson 

Eucharistic Minister: Drucye Cox 

Crucifer: Riley-Anne Johnson 

Flowers: Margaret Zachry 

VESTRY 

Drucye Cox, Senior Warden 

Linda Pace, Junior Warden 

Sheri Cody, Kathy McMurtry,  

and Steve Morse 

Alex Garrett, Clerk of the Vestry 

Jim Gilliam, Treasurer  

 

Get all the news: Use this QR code to access 

the weekly newsletter. 
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How to Purchase 

Cash or Check: Call 706-587-3243 

See a church member or mail in a check 
to: 

St. Nicholas Episcopal Church 
PO Box 752 
Hamilton, GA 31811 
 

Credit Card: Go to our website:  
www.stnicholashamilton.org   

or 

Use the Vanco app by  
following this QR code: 

Purchase a 6 lb., choice boneless Boston Butt, 
smoked to perfection and ready for your table.  

$55 

Pick-up: 2 pm to 6 pm on July 3   

St. Nicholas Episcopal Church, 69 Mobley Road in 
Hamilton.  

You may also donate your butt to FOCUS. 

St. Nicholas Boston Butt Sale 2026 
Sales through Monday, June 29 
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We’re ALMOST THERE! 

Look how close we are to our goal! Wouldn’t you love to see what blooms 

at St. Nicholas when we reach it?  

Pledge cards are in the narthex, or go to the website and look at the top 

for “2026 Capital Campaign.” Everything you need is there, including FAQs 

and links to submit your pledge and payments electronically if you so 

choose.  

The deadline to submit your pledge is June 30; however, payment does 

not have to be received until November 30.  

You can always see Beth Brown or Jim Gilliam if you have questions.  

 

 


