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SCOPAL HURCH

The Reverend Bob Farrow, Priest in Charge
Kevin Anderson, Music Director

The 12th Sunday After Pentecost
August 16, 2026

Holy Eucharist Rite Il

Please be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent, for this is a house of prayer for all
people.

PRELUDE

All stand as able and sing.

PROCESSIONAL | Tidings O Zion haste, thy mission high fulfilling Hymnal 539

OPENING ACCLAMATION

Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant:  Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and
also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of
his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy
life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Please be seated for the reading of the lessons.

THE WORD OF GOD

THE FIRST LESSON | Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
Lector: A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
Thus says the Lord:

Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come, and my
deliverance be revealed. And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to
minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, all who
keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, and hold fast my covenant -- these | will
bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their
burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house
shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.

Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, | will gather others
to them besides those already gathered.

Lector: The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



THE PSALM ‘ Psalm 67
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The Psalm will be chanted by Kevin Anderson. You’re welcome to join in. If you don’t
read music, the note changes on the italicized words.

1 May God be merciful to us and bless us, * show us the light of his
countenance and come to us.

2 Let your ways be known upon earth, * your saving health among all nations.
3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; * let all the peoples praise you.

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, * for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide all the nations upon earth.

5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; * let all the peoples praise you.

6 The earth has brought forth her increase; * may God, our own God, give us his
blessing.

7 May God give us his blessing, * and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe
of him.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

THE EPISTLE | Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Lector: A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans.

| ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! | myself am an Israelite,
a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not
rejected his people whom he foreknew.



For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience,
so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you,
they too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so

that he may be merciful to all.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Lector:
People:

All stand as able and sing.
SEQUENCE HYMN

Heal me, hands of Jesus
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me for-give as one for-given and bring me peace to - day.
pel the mem - o - ries of guilt, and bring me peace with - in.
heaven’s se - ren - i - ty be mine, for Je - sus brings me peace!
Words: Michael Perry; © 1982, 1989 Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission. SM

Music: Sharpe, Carl Haywood (b. 1949), from Tunes for Grace; © 1997 Carl Haywood
You must contact Hope Publishing Co. to reproduce these words.

THE GOSPEL

Celebrant:
People:

Matthew 15: 10-28

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.




Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: it is not
what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the
mouth that defiles.” Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know
that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” He answered,
“Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them
alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another,
both will fall into a pit.” But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” Then he
said, “Are you also still without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes
into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? But what comes
out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the
heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness,
slander. These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not
defile.”

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy
on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not
answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away,
for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “| was sent only to the lost sheep
of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help
me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the
dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their
masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be
done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Please be seated for the message.
THE SERMON Rev. Bob Farrow

All stand as able.
THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
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maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE From Hear Our Prayer: Prayers of the People for
for the 12th Sunday After Pentecost the Revised Common Lectionary

Please kneel or stand as you are able. The Intercessor and People pray responsively.

Lord God, let our love dwell within us and shine through our lives, that our prayers
might lead us into abundant life as we say, “Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.”

We pray for the church; that it might be a sanctuary and the wellspring of hope for
what is broken in our lives and in our world. Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

We pray for the nation, that it might live into its promise and be a place of safety,
justice, and dignity for all people. Lord in your mercy,
7



Hear our prayer.

We pray for our local communities, that they might become places inspired by
Jesus’ vision for human community. Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

We pray for your mercy on the members of our diocesan family currently held in
immigration detention and their families, and on the children held in detention
across our nation. We pray for their release and for the restoration of humane and
ethical immigration enforcement. Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

We pray for our earth; that our land may continue to provide abundantly for our
needs and that we might be effective stewards of its riches. Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

We pray for those who suffer; that they might be delivered from their distress and
know your healing power in their lives. Especially we pray for Michael, Scott, Kim,
Bob, David, Hollis, and Faith. Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

We pray for the dead and the dying; that they might be welcomed into your loving
embrace and that they and we might rise again in the glory of your new age. Lord
in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

CONCLUDING PRAYER

God Almighty, creator of all that is, known and unknown; the entirety of your
presence and power are beyond our comprehension. Help us to understand as
best we can and to live lives in accordance with your will for us. Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.



Together

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.
Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

HOLY COMMUNION

ANNOUNCEMENTS & CELEBRATIONS

OFFERTORY HYMN ‘ Count your many blessings
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TEXT: Johnson Oatman, Jr. BLESSINGS
MUSIC: Edwin O. Excell 11.11.11.11. with Refrain

THE DOXOLOGY | OId 100
Please stand as you are able for the presentation of the offering.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly hosts; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer A
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name:

SANCTUS | Holy, holy, holy Lord See next page
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Setting: Robert Powell (b. 1932)

The people stand or kneel as able.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and,
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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Together

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you
these qifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your
eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Celebrant: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast.
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Setting: Ray W. Urwin (b. 1950)

Celebrant:

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

THE SHARING OF BREAD AND WINE

All people are invited to receive Communion. The ushers will come stand by your
pew, at which time you may go kneel or stand at the railing. If you do not wish to
receive, please cross your arms over your chest to receive a blessing. If you have
mobility challenges and need communion brought to you at your seat, please let an
usher know. Gluten-free wafers are available.

COMMUNION HYMN

Pass me not, O gentle Savior

The hymn will be performed by Kevin Anderson.

BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
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Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

RECESSIONAL | Duke Street Jesus shall reign Hymnal 544
DISMISSAL
Officiant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Response: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Thank you for worshipping with us today.
Please join us for coffee and fellowship in the Gathering Room,
to the left as you exit the nave.
St. Nicholas’ mission is to actively share Christ’s love for all people.

Our vision is to strive to be a welcoming community who worships a caring and
merciful God, proclaims the Gospel, and promotes justice, peace, and love.
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IN OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Your prayers are asked for Michael Davis, Scott Jarrette, Kim Stokes, Rev. Bob
Farrow, David Mullins, Hollis Hale, and Faith Birkhead. Continued prayers and
loving thoughts for those who have ongoing needs and struggles: Liz Dixon,
Hudson Garrett, and Mary Butcher.

We pray for wisdom for those in authority, for guidance for those who feel called to
action, and for safety and peace for those who feel fear in these times. We continue
to pray for all those in need within our community and those in the world who have
suffered due to war and natural disaster.

VESTRY SERVING THIS WEEK
Drucye Cox, Senior Warden Lector: Sheri Cody
Linda Pace, Junior Warden Ushers: Sheri Cody
Sheri Cody, Kathy McMurtry, Virtual Minister: Katherine Johnson
and Steve Morse Eucharistic Minister: Martha Dimon
Alex Garrett, Clerk of the Vestry Crucifer: Riley-Anne Johnson
Jim Gilliam, Treasurer Flowers: Margaret Zachry

UPCOMING IN THE PARISH

AUG 16: Vestry meets after the service

AUG 19: Cookies, Crafts, and Conversation 3 p.m.
AUG 26: Game Day! At 3 p.m.

AUG 30: Pulpit Swap at Christian Valley Church
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Rector’s Discretionary Fund is Dry — This fund is one of the ways we share the
love of Christ by assisting our Harris County neighbors with rent and utilities.
Demand is always high — we have helped over 40 households this year alone. If
you feel so moved, please drop a few dollars in the plate to rehydrate the well!

Want to help with our El Refugio ministry but can’t make it down to Lumpkin?
They need gas cards! The hospitality house offers $25 cards to families who
may be straining their budget to make the trip to Stewart Detention Center. Any
station you see in the Columbus or Atlanta area is just fine. Get your
cards/donations to Margaret Zachry or Erin Renfroe.

The El Refugio ministry is our small but mighty response to the need
recognized by our diocese: for more humanity in our immigration policies. El
Refugio is a lovely historic home in Lumpkin that provides a place for families
visiting loved ones imprisoned at the Stewart County Detention Center to
spend the night, get a meal, or just take a break from the ice-y bureaucracy
in a warm and home-like environment. St. Nicholas sends volunteers on
Sunday afternoons to do laundry and household chores, but there are plenty
of ways to help.

The St. Nicholas Book Club has chosen The Dry, Jane Harper’s debut novel, for
its next read. It has been widely praised as a gripping, atmospheric mystery with
intricate plotting and compelling character development. See your newsletter for
more. The Book Club meets next on September 2 after Evening Prayer at 5 p.m.

Get all the news: Use this QR code to go to the
most recent newsletter!
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EEEE B -......-...---..... funds for St. Nicholas!
$65 per adult.

Low (ountry ol Buffet Dinner
Saturday, October 17
St. Nicholas Episcopal Church (outdoors)

69 Mobley Road, Hamilton

5:00 Family Fun & Fellowship
Games for kids and big kids!
Live Music with Lee Daniel
50/50 Raffle

6:00 Dinner catered by Chef Chris
of J's Catch Market & Grill

Traditional Low Country Boil
Shrimp, Sausage, Corn on the Cob, and Seasoned Potatoes
or Pork Tenderloin, Corn on the Cob, and Seasoned Potatoes
Fresh, warm Beignets for dessert!
Tea and Lemonade. Cash bar.

$5 Kids Plate: Hot dog, Chips, Fruit and Ice Cream
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- E Make your reservations online
; Fy: at www.stnicholashamilton.org
J-2g3* or by phone: 706-587-3243
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