The Reverend Bob Farrow, Priest in Charge
Kevin Anderson, Organist

The Second Sunday of Easter
April 19, 2026

Holy Eucharist Rite Il

Please be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent,
for this is a house of prayer for all people.

PRELUDE

All stand as able and sing.
PROCESSIONAL | Finnian Sing, ye faithful, sing with gladness Hymnal 492

OPENING ACCLAMATION

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Setting: William Mathias (b. 1934)



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant:  Let us pray.

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of
bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming
work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

Please be seated for the reading of the lessons.

THE WORD OF GOD

THE FIRST LESSON | Acts 2:14a,36-41
Lector: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, “Let
the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord
and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the
other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be
forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you,
for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God
calls to him.” And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them,
saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed
his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were
added.

Lector: The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



THE PSALM ‘ Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17

The Psalm will be chanted by Kevin Anderson. Please join in if you feel so moved.
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1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, because he
has inclined his ear to me whenever | called upon him.

2 The cords of death entangled me, the grip of the grave took hold of me; | came
to grief and sorrow.

3 Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: "O Lord, | pray you, save my life."
10 How shall | repay the Lord for all the good things he has done for me?

11 1 will lift up the cup of salvation and call upon the Name of the Lord.

12 1 will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people.

13 Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his servants.

14 O Lord, | am your servant; | am your servant and the child of your handmaid;
you have freed me from my bonds.

15 1 will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the Name of the Lord.
16 1 will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people,
17 In the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

THE EPISTLE | 1 Peter 1:17-23

Lector: A reading from the first letter of Peter.
4



If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their
deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know that you were
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable
things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb
without defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation of the world, but
was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to
trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith
and hope are set on God.

Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you
have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. You have
been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living
and enduring word of God.

Lector: The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

All stand as able and sing.
SEQUENCE HYMN ‘ Eventide Abide with me Hymnal 662

THE GOSPEL ’ Luke 24:13-35

Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now on that same day two of Jesus' disciples were going to a village called
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all
these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus
himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing
him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you
walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was
Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not
know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them,
“What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our
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chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and
crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and
besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover,
some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this
morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us
that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said;
but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and
how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not
necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his
glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them
the things about himself in all the scriptures.

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he
were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is
almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them.
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and
gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he
vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning
within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the
scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and
they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying,
“The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what
had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the
breaking of the bread.

Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Please be seated for the sermon.

THE SERMON Rev. Bob Farrow



All stand as able.
THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE from Hear Our Prayer: Prayers of the People
for the 3rd Sunday of Easter for the Revised Common Lectionary

Please kneel or stand as you are able. The Intercessor and People pray
responsively.

God of constant love, be with us now in our times of uncertainty; hear and respond
to our prayers as we say, “Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.”



Grant creativity and persistence to your church and her leaders as it grapples with
new ways to be community and finds new avenues and audiences for its message
of hope. Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Strengthen the commitment of leaders in our nation, and around the world, to
make decisions that prioritize the well-being and sustenance of human life and
wellness. Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Help us to be the beacons of hope and agents of love to our neighbors and
colleagues. Especially we pray for your mercy on the members of our diocesan
family currently held in immigration detention and their families. We pray also for
the children held in detention across our nation. We pray for their release and for
the restoration of humane and ethical immigration enforcement. Lord in your
mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Strengthen our resolve to push forward policies that align with your vision of our
communal life and our stewardship of the natural world. Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Mend what is broken in our lives and in the world, heal what is sick, make whole
what is fractured, bring peace where there is fear or acrimony; make our world
whole. Especially we ask for your presence in the lives of Mary, Charlotte, and
Hilton. Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Welcome the dying into your loving embrace, grant them growth in the knowledge
and love of you; care for those who grieve, and welcome us in our turn into the
new life promised through Christ. Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.



CONCLUDING PRAYER
Your love for us is a magnificent gift. Lead us to grow in our appreciation and help
us to reflect that love into the world around us that we might work hand in hand in
building the kingdom of God all around us with Christ, who with you and the Holy
Spirit, lives and reigns, Once God, now and always. Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Together

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.
Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & CELEBRATIONS

OFFERTORY HYMN | Blessed Assurance Continues on next page

1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O, what a foretaste of glory divine! Heir of
salvation, purchase of God, born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.



Refrain:
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long;
this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long.

2 Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my
sight; angels descending, bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. [Refrain]

3 Perfect submission, all is at rest, | in my Savior am happy and blest; watching and
waiting, looking above, filled with His goodness, lost in His love. [Refrain]

THE DOXOLOGY Old 100t
Please stand as you are able for the presentation of the offering.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly hosts; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

HOLY COMMUNION
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light
to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your
Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of

your Name:
SANCTUS | Holy, holy, holy Lord
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Setting: William Mathias (b. 1934)

The people stand or kneel as able.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and,
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Together

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you
these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your
eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
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And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

FRACTION ANTHEM Hymnal S 155
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Seiting: Gerald R. Near (b. 1942)

Celebrant:

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

THE SHARING OF BREAD AND WINE
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All people are invited to receive Communion. The ushers will come stand by your
pew, at which time you may go kneel or stand at the railing. If you do not wish to
receive, please cross your arms over your chest to receive a blessing. If you have
mobility challenges and need communion brought to you at your seat, please let an
usher know. Gluten-free wafers are available.

COMMUNION HYMN Jesus is Lord of all Performed by Kevin Anderson

BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

RECESSIONAL | Laudate Dominum O praise ye the Lord! Hymnal 432
DISMISSAL
int:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Response: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
POSTLUDE
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Thank you for worshipping with us today.
Please join us for coffee and fellowship in the Gathering Room,
to the left as you exit the nave.
St. Nicholas’ mission is to actively share Christ’s love for all people.

Our vision is to strive to be a welcoming community who worships a caring and
merciful God, proclaims the Gospel, and promotes justice, peace, and love.

IN OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Your prayers are asked for Mary Butcher, Cavan Klein’s girlfriend Charlotte, and
Hilton Blackmon and his family. Continued prayers and loving thoughts for those
who have ongoing needs and struggles: Liz Dixon, Stafford Long, April Moore,
Hudson Garrett, and Kenny Hall and his family.

We pray for wisdom for those in authority, for guidance for those who feel called to
action, and for safety and peace for those who feel fear in these times. We
continue to pray for all those in need within our community and those in the world
who have suffered due to war and natural disaster.

VESTRY MINISTERS THIS WEEK
Lector: Chris Butzon
Ushers: William Morgan & Steven
Morse
Virtual Minister: Drucye Cox
Eucharistic Minister: Connie Blackmon
Crucifer: Riley-Anne Johnson
Flowers: Margaret Zachry

Drucye Cox, Senior Warden
Linda Pace, Junior Warden
Sheri Cody, Kathy McMurtry,
and Steve Morse
Alex Garrett, Clerk of the Vestry
Jim Gilliam, Treasurer
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UPCOMING IN THE PARISH

TODAY:
APR 22:
APR 26:

MAY 3:

MAY 10:
MAY 17:
MAY 24:
MAY 25:

Vestry meets after the service

St. Nicholas Game Night after Evening Prayer at 5:00
Recognition of Graduating Seniors

Wonder Church/First Sunday Brunch

Mother’s Day

Bluegrass Sunday!

Pentecost/Whitsunday

Memorial Day (office closed)

St. Nicholas Book Club News: For its May read, the Book Club has selected The
Searcher, a 2020 mystery novel by American-Irish writer Tana French. A retired
Chicago cop seeks quiet in rural Ireland but gets drawn into a missing-person
mystery. Slow-burn, thoughtful, and character rich.

Get ALL the news — use this QR code to access
the latest St. Nicholas newsletter.

You'll find: Honoring graduating seniors, Neal
Lucas at Zion on April 18, and community news.
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