
 

  

 

 

 

 

The Reverend Bob Farrow, Priest in Charge 

Kevin Anderson, Music Director  

 

 

The 6th Sunday After Pentecost 

July 20, 2025 

 

Holy Eucharist Rite II 

 

 

PRELUDE          

 

PROCESSIONAL  St. Denio  Immortal, invisible Hymnal 423 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION                     

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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GLORIA  Hymnal S 280 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray.   

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we 

ask and our ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and 

mercifully give us those things which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for 

our blindness we cannot ask; through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever. Amen. 

Please be seated for the reading of the lessons. 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT Amos 8:1-12 

Lector: A reading from the Prophet Amos. 

This is what the Lord God showed me-- a basket of summer fruit. He said, 

"Amos, what do you see?" And I said, "A basket of summer fruit." Then 

the Lord said to me, 

"The end has come upon my people Israel; I will never again pass them by. 

The songs of the temple shall become wailings in that day," says the 

Lord God; "the dead bodies shall be many, cast out in every place. Be silent!" 

Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 

saying, "When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain; and the 

sabbath, 

so that we may offer wheat for sale? We will make the ephah small and the 

shekel great, and practice deceit with false balances, buying the poor for silver 

and the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling the sweepings of the wheat." 
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The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of 

their deeds. Shall not the land tremble on this account, and everyone mourn 

who lives in it, and all of it rise like the Nile, and be tossed about and sink 

again, like the Nile of Egypt? 

On that day, says the Lord God, I will make the sun go down at noon, and 

darken the earth in broad daylight. I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all 

your songs into lamentation; I will bring sackcloth on all loins, and baldness on 

every head; I will make it like the mourning for an only son, and the end of it 

like a bitter day. 

The time is surely coming, says the Lord God, when I will send a famine on 

the land; not a famine of bread, or a thirst for water, but of hearing the words 

of the Lord. They shall wander from sea to sea, and from north to east; they 

shall run to and fro, seeking the word of the Lord, but they shall not find it. 

Lector:   The word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

THE PSALM Psalm 52  Quid gloriaris? 

The Psalm is read responsively as indicated. 

1 You tyrant, why do you boast of wickedness against the godly all day long? 

2 You plot ruin; your tongue is like a sharpened razor, O worker of 

deception. 

3 You love evil more than good and lying more than speaking the truth. 

4 You love all words that hurt, O you deceitful tongue. 

5 Oh, that God would demolish you utterly, topple you, and snatch you from 

your dwelling, and root you out of the land of the living!  

6 The righteous shall see and tremble, and they shall laugh at him, 

saying, 
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7 "This is the one who did not take God for a refuge, but trusted in great wealth 

and relied upon wickedness." 

8 But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God; I trust in the mercy 

of God for ever and ever. 

9 I will give you thanks for what you have done and declare the goodness of 

your Name in the presence of the godly. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

THE EPISTLE Colossians 1:15-28 

Lector:  A reading from the letter to the Colossians. 

Christ Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in 

him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers-- all things have been 

created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all 

things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first 

place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 

and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether 

on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he 

has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you 

holy and blameless and irreproachable before him-- provided that you 

continue securely established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from 

the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed 

to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel. 

I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am 

completing what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, 

the church. I became its servant according to God's commission that was 
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given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, the mystery that has 

been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now been revealed 

to his saints. To them God chose to make known how great among the 

Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the 

hope of glory. It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching 

everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 

Lector: The word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

SEQUENCE HYMN Seek Ye   Seek ye first  Hymnal 711 

 

THE GOSPEL Luke 10:38-42 

Officiant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

As Jesus and his disciples went on their way, Jesus entered a certain village, 

where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. She had a sister 

named Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to what he was saying. But 

Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, 

"Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? 

Tell her then to help me." But the Lord answered her, "Martha, Martha, you are 

worried and distracted by many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary 

has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her." 

Officiant:    The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:      Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Please be seated for the sermon. 

THE SERMON Rev. Bob Farrow 
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All stand as able. 

THE NICENE CREED   

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power 

of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 

made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 

and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Proper 11 

from Planning for Rites and Rituals: A 

Resource for Episcopal Worship, Year C 

Please kneel or stand as you are able. 
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Let us welcome the strangers at our door with food and prayer in the name of 

Jesus. 

For Sean, our bishop, for this holy gathering, and for the people of God in every 

place, Christe eleison. 

For all peoples on earth and their leaders, Christe eleison. 

For mercy, justice, and peace in the world, Christe eleison. 

For those on vacation, and for safety from violent storms, Christe eleison. 

For all those in danger and need: refugees in search of shelter, travelers on their 

journey, and for those who give them hospitality, Christe eleison. 

For those who rest in Christ and for all the dead, Christe eleison. 

For ourselves, our families, our companions, and all those we love, especially 

Katherine, Curtis, and Ken, Christe eleison. 

Lift our voices with all creation, with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, 

let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. To you, 

O Lord. 

CONCLUDING PRAYER  

God who comes among us in the person of Jesus, hear the prayers we offer 

today and grace our homes with your presence in word and at table; though 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Together 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For 

the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 
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we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE  

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & CELEBRATIONS  

 

THE OFFERTORY  

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an  
offering and sacrifice to God.   Ephesians 5:2 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN Sweet by and by Booklet 72 

 

THE DOXOLOGY Old 100th 

Please stand as you are able for the presentation of the offering. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer A  

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:   And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus 

Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 

with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 

glory of your Name: 
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The people stand or kneel as able. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, 

and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, 

in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 

human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 

and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience 

to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 

Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 

gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 

Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Together  

Christ has died.  

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 

praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood 

of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 
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serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with 

all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in 

him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 

Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us.  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:       Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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14 
 

Celebrant:  

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

THE SHARING OF BREAD AND WINE 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

After taking communion, you are welcome to remain kneeling at the front of 

the church for special prayer and blessing. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN       Slane Performed by Kevin Anderson 

BLESSING 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray.  

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 

living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 

fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 

courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

RECESSIONAL  How great thou art Booklet 25 

DISMISSAL                                                  

Officiant:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Response: Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE    
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Thank you for joining us in worship today. 

St. Nicholas’ Mission is to actively share Christ’s love for all people. 

Our vision is to strive to be a welcoming community who worships a caring 

and merciful God, proclaims the Gospel, and promotes justice, peace, and 

love. 

 

IN OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Your prayers are asked for Katherine Johnson, Curtis Bray, and for 

Carolyn’s neighbor, Ken Crew. Continued prayers and loving thoughts for 

our homebound congregants: Liz Dixon, Mike Sawyer, and Jewell Wells. 

We pray for wisdom for those in authority, for guidance for those who feel 

called to action, and for safety and peace for those who feel fear in these 

times. We continue to pray for all those in need within our community and 

those in the world who have suffered due to war and natural disaster, 

especially those affected by the floods in Texas. 

 

 

IN THE PARISH 

Vestry Meets Today 

The Vestry will meet after the service to conduct the business of the church. 

MINISTERS THIS WEEK 

Lynn Norris, Lector 

Charles & Lynn Norris, Ushers 

William Morgan & Steve Morse, 

Virtual Ministers 

Connie Blackmon, Eucharistic Minister 

Riley-Ann Johnson, Crucifer 

VESTRY 

Rose Brent, Senior Warden  

Martha Dimon, Junior Warden 

Carolyn Cox, Sheri Cody,  

Kathy McMurtry 

Alex Garrett, Clerk of the Vestry 

Jim Gilliam, Treasurer  
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*** NEW OFFICE HOURS *** 

Beginning Monday, the church office will be open Monday through Friday, 

9:00 a.m. to noon.  

 

First Sunday Brunch 

Our monthly fellowship brunch is back after a summer break. We’re looking a 

host for August 3, as well as for the rest of this year. Sign-up for hosting is on 

the bulletin board in the hallway; sign-up to attend on August 3 is on a 

clipboard in the narthex. Teaming up with someone to host is encouraged! 

 

Book Club meets August 6 following Evening Prayer 

The club will discuss The Overstory by Richard Powers, published in 2018. 

This Pulitzer Prize-winning novel explores the intertwining lives of nine 

Americans, spanning generations, and their relationship with trees.  

 

Virtual Ministers and Ushers needed! 

Basic duties: Virtual Ministers monitor the livestream and play with buttons on 

the sound board; Ushers greet people as they come in and corral the 

stampede at Communion. You will be trained! It’s a great way to serve the 

glory of God and the St. Nicholas congregation. If you’re interested, please 

contact Father Bob or Erin. 

 

From The Episcopal Church Office of Government Relations: 

Public Policy & Witness Weekly Prayers 

www.episcopalchurch.org/ogr/public-policy-and-witness-weekly-prayers-july-

11/ 

We are one church united in prayer, naming reality in the face of lies, creating 

space for grief in the face of denial, and freeing space in our souls for hope. 


