
Working with a large coalition of industry stakeholders, we helped secure a one-year extension of 

FAST Act—which included additional funding for highway and transit projects—in the stopgap 

continuing resolution approved by Congress. This was a big win, as it provides certainty and 

stability for state and local transportation agencies while we work for a long-term reauthorization of 

surface transportation programs in the new Congress. 

We continue to advocate for immediate passage of COVID-19 relief legislation that includes 

additional funding for state departments of transportation, transit agencies, airports, and water 

utilities, as well as a clarification of the tax treatment of PPP loan proceeds and liability protections 

for employers who make reasonable efforts to comply with coronavirus standards and 

regulations. Click here to take our message to your Congressional delegation. 

We’re into the home stretch in the 2020 elections and ACEC/PAC is accelerating its activities. We 

worked with Rep. Bruce Westerman (R-AR) to host a socially distanced event at the ACEC 

Townhouse outdoor patio for 29 Republican members of Congress—including Rep. Steve Scalise 

(R-LA), the 2nd highest-ranking member of the GOP House Leadership (Minority Whip)—and with 

the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee to host a virtual event for 27 first-term 

members of Congress. As a thank-you to our major ACEC/PAC donors, we also hosted a political 

briefing on the 2020 elections featuring former T&I Committee Chairman Congressman Bill Shuster 

(R-PA) and former Clinton Administration Press Secretary Joe Lockhart. We should talk about 

efforts we are making with the D’s right now. 

More than 175 members attended our online class, Understanding the Potential Impact of PPP Loan 

Forgiveness and Other Business Practices on Your FAR Overhead Rate, which explored how the 

PPP loan program could impact overhead rates and offered the latest updates on federal guidance 

and likely accounting treatment of PPP loan forgiveness. If you missed the live class, you can access 

it on-demand. Click here for the schedule of upcoming online classes. 

The ACEC Research Institute released its eighth member survey on the impact of COVID-19 on our 

industry. Most respondents reported steady or improved financial situations at their firms, but they 

are concerned about the economic recovery, with nearly half (46 percent) saying it will take another 

12 to 18 months for the economy to return to normal. Click here to view the survey report. 

We hosted a virtual Leadership Orientation for Member Organization staff and volunteer leadership. 

During the two-day event, the 73 participants from 29 MOs, broke up into discussion groups to learn 

about the resources available at ACEC National. 

If that doesn’t underscore a busy September, we are also hard at work getting ready to host the first-

ever virtual Fall Conference.  We have three days of programming designed to be as close to the in-

person event as possible.  Notably, we have three fantastic keynote speakers: Daisy Auger-

Dominguez, the Chief People Officer at Vice Media to discuss diversity and inclusion, New York 

Times bestselling author Ben Nemtin on leadership, and National Journal’s Charlie Cook just days 

from the election.  In addition, we are offering 18 PDHs through a packed schedule of concurrent 

sessions, and live panels featuring association CEOs and Members of Congress.  There is still time 

to register to secure your spot at the conference by clicking here. 

Finally, I am sad to say that after 43(!) years of dedicated service to ACEC and the engineering 

industry, Daisy Nappier will retire at the end of October. For many of those years, Daisy 

spearheaded the single greatest awards program in the engineering industry: the Engineering 
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Excellence Awards. From the big firms to the family-run businesses, the relationships and trust she 

built among all of our members were a huge asset in putting on this spectacular event year after year. 

We will miss her. 

All the best, 

Linda Bauer Darr 

PRESIDENT'S MONTHLY UPDATE 

October 9, 2020 

Advocacy  

 Geri Boyer of Kaskaskia Engineering in Illinois testified on behalf of ACEC at a House Transportation & Infrastructure 

Committee oversight hearing on U.S. DOT’s Disadvantaged Business Enterprise programs. 

 ACEC Oregon received a Minuteman Fund grant to support a November 2020 ballot initiative for transportation funding 

 Advocacy staff moderated a panel of Members of Congress as part of ACEC New York’s fall meeting. 

 Drafted and circulated a 90-day plan to assist MO PAC Champs to get them to goal by the end of the year. 

 Participated and helped schedule virtual meetings for MOs with candidates and Members of Congress from Illinois, North 

Carolina, Oregon, Colorado, Nevada, Texas, California, and Alaska. 

 Attended in-person events for Senator Cory Gardner (R-CO), Rep. Don Young (R-AK), and Rep. Darin LaHood (R-IL). 

 The WEE Committee held three summer meeting sessions: NEPA implementation, Water Utility challenges with Covid-19 

and emerging contaminants, and Watershed resilience and pollution management.  About 80 attendees participated.  

 Letters and Comments:  

o Letter to Treasury, SBA, OMB, and Congress seeking clarification that firms need not provide a credit on 

government contracts for forgiven PPP loans. 

o Coalition letter to Congress supporting  S. 3418, the Safeguarding Tomorrow through Ongoing Risk Mitigation 

(STORM) Act of 2020. 

o Coalition letter thanking Rep. Luria for her leadership in passing many of the key provisions included in the 

Nuclear Energy Leadership Act (H.R. 3306) as part f the Clean Economy Jobs and Innovation Act (H.R. 4447). 

o Industry comments on Sec. 889 (a)(1)(B), the Prohibition on Contracting with Entities Using Certain 

Telecommunications and Video Surveillance Services or Equipment. Click here to read comments. 

o Comments highlighted industry priorities to the House and Senate Armed Services Committee as they negotiate 

the National Defense Authorization Act. The industry raised concerns regarding provisions addressing contractor 

past performance ratings, construction and maintenance of a border wall, and equitable adjustments to certain 
construction contracts. Click here. to read comments. 

Communications & Marketing  

o The Communications & Marketing Department focused its efforts on promoting the NEPA and CMMC Cyber 

webinars in conjunction with BRE.  As a result, the NEPA webinar exceeded 100 registrants and the upcoming 

CMMC event is on pace to break attendance records for a cybersecurity webinar. 

o The department also focused on assisting Meetings with marketing for the virtual Fall Conference, using 

retargeting advertising for the first time in ACEC history.  By the end of the month, the ROI on the ad campaign 

far exceeded its budget, generating more than $8,000 in registration revenue. 

o The Engineering Influence podcast broke 17,000 downloads during September. Guests during the month included 

the ACEC Life Health Trust and ACEC’s advocacy department. 

o The department supported the ACEC Research Institute with media outreach on the latest COVID-19 Business 
Impact Survey, securing articles in trade outlets including OEM Off Highway and Informed Infrastructure. 

Membership & MO Services  

o The Membership Committee will meet on Tuesday, October 20th to discuss the MO commission program, 
ENR500, membership reconciliation with the three ACEC Trusts, and progress of the Dues Structure Taskforce. 

ACEC Research Institute  

o The Research Institute hosted three webinars in the four-part series of “deep dives” into the Community Serving 

Infrastructure: A Playbook for a New Infrastructure Partnership. The Institute partnered with the Accelerator for 
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America’s New Partnership for Infrastructure to produce the Playbook, which includes 26 recommendations for 

better aligning federal policies, funding, and regulations with local needs and priorities. Click here to view the 

discussion on Funding and Financing Infrastructure. Click here to view the discussion on Accelerating 

Infrastructure Project Delivery. Click here to access the discussion on Innovations in Climate and Water 
Infrastructure. 

Business Resources and Education  

o More than 120 early-career engineers participated in the second Young Professionals webinar series, featuring 

sessions on difficult conversations and incorporating diversity and inclusion into firm culture. Contact Katie 

Goodman to join the new Young Professionals Network or for information on upcoming education. 

o Published the ACEC Private Industry Brief 2020 Special Issue on Data Centers and Telecommunications. This 

market sector is one of the few expected to grow over the coming years and may be the most resilient during the 

current pandemic-caused recession. 

o Class Four of Pathways to Executive Leadership convened virtually for their fifth and final session, focusing on 

building strong teams, client analysis, and talent management. 

o The latest session of Project Management 101: Laying the Foundation for Superior Project Managers began in 

September. Over nine weeks, 33 new and aspiring project managers will utilize pre-recorded presentations and 

live discussion of case studies to gain the skills and confidence to fit their firm's unique internal systems and 

workflow specifications. 

o Coalition best sellers in September: CASE Tools Structural Engineering Job Descriptions and Project Scoping 

Tool. Also released an update to LDC publication on Teaming Agreements and Joint Ventures 

o The Registered Continuing Education Program (RCEP) added 2 new providers in August: Unbridled Revenue and 

Anchor Products, LLC bringing the total of approved providers to 186 and subscribers to 160,000. 

o Upcoming October online classes include: Bring Clarity to Your Key Performance Indicators: Understanding 

Your Firm Metrics and Why They Matter, Mastering the SF-330 – A Key Step in Winning Government Business, 

Research, Relaunch and Recover, Holistic Infrastructure Planning and Design, New Cybersecurity Requirements 

Create Significant Responsibilities and Liabilities For Federal Contractors: What you Need to Know to Ensure 

Compliance, 50 Ways to Improve Your Engineering Firm, Don't Let Them Go: Best Practices in Retaining Talent, 

Best Practices to Keep Civil Engineering Firms in Compliance with Health and Safety Regulations, Best Practices 

to Keep Civil Engineering Firms in Compliance with Health and Safety Regulations, A Time of Transitions -

Project Managers to Firm Leaders, Building Effective Collaborative Aligned Teams, and Suddenly Virtual: 

Business Models for the New Professional Services Marketplace. 
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