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B22-34, sponsored by Councilmember Mary Cheh, would 
clamp down on the ivory and rhino horn trade by 
prohibiting the sale of these products in Washington, D.C.   

The bill would prohibit the import, sale, offer for sale, 
purchase, barter, or possession with intent to sell of ivory 
from several species or the horn of any species of 
rhinoceros.  

B22-34 would not criminalize possession of ivory or rhino 
horns currently owned by Washington, D.C. residents or 
prohibit inheritance of noncommercial gifts, nor would it 
restrict the sale or purchase by bona fide educational or 
scientific institutions, or the sale or purchase of certain 
bona fide antiques and musical instruments.    

Horrific cruelty 

Elephant and rhino poaching is a brutal and bloody 
practice – animals are sometimes chased with helicopters 
and shot down with military-grade weapons. Tusks and 
horns are harvested by cutting off the faces of the 
sometimes still-living animals. Very young animals are 

often killed for their tiny stubble of tusk or horn. Elephant 
babies that do not have tusks are left as orphans; unable 
to fend for themselves, they often die if they are not 
rescued by humans.   

Unprecedented global poaching crisis 

Wildlife trafficking is an escalating global crisis fueled in 
part by the U.S. ivory market – which is among the top 
markets globally.  

Between 2010 and 2012, 100,000 elephants were killed 
for their ivory – an average of one every 15 minutes. In 
2016, the Great Elephant Census revealed a staggering 
30% loss of African savannah elephants between 2007 
and 2014 in 15 of the 18 countries surveyed, primarily 
due to poaching. The worldwide illegal ivory trade has 
more than doubled since 2007 and tripled since 1998. 

We may see extinctions of these animals from the wild 
within our lifetimes. Scientists estimate some sub-
populations of the African elephant could be extinct in a 
decade if poaching continues at the current rate. All 

Support B23-34 to combat the trade in elephant ivory and rhino horn  

Washington, D.C. can help save imperiled animals from poaching and wildlife trafficking 



 

 

  

A fully carved elephant ivory tusk for sale ($600,000) at L’Enfant Gallery in Washington, D.C. Photo by 
the HSUS.  

extant five rhino species are 
threatened with extinction. More 
than 1,000 rhinos were poached in 
Africa in 2018, with only 29,000 
remaining in the wild worldwide.  
Black rhinos have experienced a 
96% population decline since 1970 
with fewer than 4,800 members of 
the species remaining today. 

The United States is among the 
world’s largest markets for illegal 
wildlife goods, including elephant 
ivory and rhino horn. The illegal 
wildlife trade is a lucrative, multi-
billion-dollar enterprise, fueling 
transnational crime and 
incentivizing the cruel killing of 
animals for their parts.  

Legal ivory marketplaces provide 
an opportunity for illegal ivory to 
flourish because of the ease of 
mixing the two. Enforcement 
efforts are often hampered by a 
lack of resources or the difficulty 
of visually distinguishing illegal 
ivory from legally acquired ivory.  

Intrastate trade loophole 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
instituted a near-total ban on 
importing or engaging in the 
interstate sale of African elephant 
ivory in 2016. However, federal 
regulations do not address 
intrastate trade in African 
elephant ivory.  

California, Hawaii, New Jersey, 
New York, Oregon, Washington, 
Nevada, New Hampshire, Illinois 
and Minnesota have passed anti-
wildlife trafficking laws that are 
similar to the legislation 
introduced in Washington, D.C.  

As state governments act to 
combat the wildlife trafficking 
problem within their own borders, 
the markets for these products 
inevitably move to other areas 
with weaker laws and regulations. 
Vendors told TRAFFIC investigators 
in 2016, “elephant ivory items are 
being relocated from states with 
intrastate commercial restrictions 
to states lacking legislation, for 
purposes of sale.”   

Thriving trade of undocumented 
ivory in Washington, D.C.    

From April to July 2019, 
investigators with the Humane 
Society of the United States and 
Humane Society International 
found ivory products for sale in 
Washington, D.C. Most of the ivory 
sellers were unable to produce 
documentation verifying the age 
or origin of the ivory when asked 
by the investigator. Without 
documentation, it is impossible to 
know whether items were 
imported in violation of federal 
law, which prohibits imports or 
interstate sales of ivory from 
recently killed elephants. Under 
federal law, sellers are responsible 
for demonstrating through 
documentation that items were 
lawfully imported. 

An investigator observed that 
L’Enfant Gallery displayed the 
most elaborate and expensive 
ivory pieces the investigator had 
seen in years of investigating ivory 
sales across the United States. 
Among the ivory items found for 
sale during this investigation: a full 
elephant tusk, $600,000; a multi-
figurine game board, $48,000; 
carved horse-drawn chariots, 
$12,000; and various figurines and 
jewelries, ranging from $150 to 
$18,000.   

Other investigations confirm a 
thriving ivory trade in the District. 
In 2017, the wildlife trade 
monitoring organization TRAFFIC 
found 658 ivory items for sale at 
68 locations in the greater 
Washington, D.C. area. This was 
greater than the amount of ivory 
found for sale in the other 

For more information, please contact Emily Hovermale, HSUS Maryland State Director at ehovermale@humanesociety.org  . 


