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LEGISLATIVE MATTERS FOR 2019 

Opioid Law Refinement: NSMA’s priority bill for 2019 is to refine the prescriber guidelines from AB474 (2017).  Revisions 
will keep certain patient protections in place but will enhance clinical judgment, allow multiple practitioners to more 
easily provide patient care and reduce workflow burdens.   

Medicaid: NSMA advocates for comprehensive commitment to ensuring access to care under for all patients including 
Medicaid patients.  This includes Medicaid reimbursement and reducing administrative burdens for physicians 
participating in Medicaid.  NSMA expects to see several bills impacting Medicaid including a recurrence of some version 
of the Medicaid buy-in proposal from 2017 which would allow any Nevada to buy into Medicaid without limitation.  

Surprise Lapse in Coverage for Emergency Services:  NSMA continues to fight for fair payment for physicians who 
provide services to patients in emergency settings.  In 2017, NSMA successfully obtained a veto of AB382, a bill that 
would cap payments to physicians providing care to out of network patients at the best of 125% of Medicare or the 
average contracted rate of the insurer.  Governor Sisolak has stated that he will sign a bill to ban the practice of balance 
billing.  NSMA will continue to fight to protect patients when their insurance fails them and to ensure that fair payment 
is tendered to the physician.  

Tort Reform:  NSMA expects there to be challenges to Keep our Doctors in Nevada (KODIN), including the caps for non-
economic damages. NSMA continues to fight vigorously to defend this voter-approved initiative.  

Maternal Mortality Review Panel: The rates of maternal mortality in the United States have increased over the last 
decade. NSMA’s public policy priority for 2019 is to establish a Maternal Mortality Review Panel that would allow the 
safe study of causes of maternal mortality to assist in informing best practices.  

Insurance Issues:  NSMA supports meaningful insurance coverage and advocates for adequate networks. NSMA works 
to reduce regulatory burdens such as prior authorization and other insurance policies that may negatively impact 
patients such as step therapy.  Although still developing, we anticipate additional legislation related to: 1) Prior 
Authorization, Step therapy, Network Adequacy, Cost and Coverage Issues, and many others.  

Mandatory E-Prescribing: NSMA opposes mandates without appropriate exemptions and flexibility to ensure that 
physician practices can modernize without penalty.  NSMA expects to see introduced a proposal that will mandate that 
all prescriptions be transmitted electronically by 2021.  

 Workforce Development 
 Drug Price Transparency 
 Scope of Practice Issues 
 Mental and Behavioral Health    
 Addiction  
 State Interference with Standards of Care – 

Urology/Endocrinology 
 

 Patient and Parent Decision-Making 
 Licensing and Discipline 
 Public Health Initiatives: 

o Gun Safety Initiatives 
o Human Trafficking  
o Seat- Belt Laws 

 Anti-tobacco Initiatives

NSMA also monitors and reports on a many issues pertaining to small and large businesses as they may impact 
our members.   To help NSMA’s advocacy on your behalf join or renew your membership today and make sure you are 
signed up to receive our legislative updates.   


