Advocate for Sustainable Energy for the Future of Ohio 

The bribery-stained HB 6 “Create Ohio Clean Air Program” raised costs for Ohio electric rate payers with a heavier proportionate cost on low-income Ohioans. HB 6 also changed Ohio electric energy policy.  The nuclear subsidies appear to be ending through court action and legislative repeal.  Other parts of HB 6 that still require action include restoring energy efficiency programs, improving sustainable energy goals, and ending rate payer subsidy of obsolete coal plants.

Energy Efficiency Programs:  HB 6 eliminated the effective Ohio energy efficiency program that incentivized electric consumers to reduce energy usage.  This reduces energy consumed, and the Cincinnati Enquirer estimates that 112,000 (March 7, 2021) jobs in Ohio are based on energy efficiency.  

Sustainable Energy Goal:  HB 6 cut back Ohio’s sustainable energy goals from 12.5% to only 8.5% by 2026.   Ohio is among the lowest states in percentage of electricity from sustainable energy.  This is in direct conflict with the direction being taken by major corporations.  General Motors, Ford, and others recently announced goals to manufacture 100% electric passenger vehicles by 2035.  These companies have goals to be 100% operations carbon neutral.  Ohio’s sustainable energy goal of 8.5 % is out of step in comparison. Fourteen states have goals to be 50% sustainable energy in the future.  The lower level of sustainable energy production could impact locating corporate offices and production in Ohio. 

Obsolete Coal plant subsidies: HB 6 will collect $450 million from electric rate payers through 2030 to fund two obsolete coal plants (one plant is in Indiana).  These coal plants are inefficient and cannot market electricity produced without a subsidy.  The coal plants emit pollution that is harmful to the most vulnerable – elderly and children.  

Please carefully consider and pray for an Ohio energy policy to care for God’s creation and the most vulnerable.  Future generations will inherit the Earth, and it is our responsibility to care for the Earth for the benefit of our children and grandchildren.  A just energy policy is important now and to future generations of Ohioans. 

A majority of Ohioans favor an increase in sustainable energy.  Our Ohio representatives are not feeling a need to act and need to know how you feel about energy policy in Ohio.  Please contact your State of Ohio Senator and House of Representatives member to voice your support to completely repeal the remaining portions of HB 6. You may find your representatives contact information at www.legislature.ohio.gov .  Please call, write, or use the contact box provided for your representative.   


