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Tuesday, December 8th, 2020 
 

The Honorable Governor Gary R. Herbert 
 
With your time serving as Governor approaching its completion, the Salt Lake Chamber and the business 
community of our state wish to offer our deepest gratitude for your service and leadership. A letter such as this is far 
insufficient to adequately thank you for what you’ve done for Utah. Nevertheless, we offer the following 
commemoration of your 11 years as Governor of the Great State of Utah. 
 
Utah’s story, thanks in large part to your leadership, is one of overcoming challenging circumstances to create a 
place where families, communities, and businesses can thrive. When you took office in 2009, Utah—along with the 
rest of the nation—was reeling from the brutal effects of the Great Recession. Unemployment rates skyrocketed 
while job growth plummeted. Demand for government resources expanded while public resources dwindled. But 
great challenges create great opportunities. You reminded Utahns of the state’s pioneer heritage, showing us that we 
were still a people who can build a future that “blossoms like a rose” no matter the temporary setback. 
 
Three pillars of your administration stand out as laudable accomplishments that you should be extremely proud of: 
growing the economy with plentiful, diverse jobs for Utahns; improving the efficiency of state government through 
wise management; and, investing in our future by bolstering education.  
 
Mobilizing your administration to foster an environment of business success and job creation, you took bold steps 
forward, such as your 2012 call to create 100,000 jobs in 1,000 days. Just two and a half years later, Utah exceeded 
that goal, creating 112,200 new jobs during that time, all the while bringing the unemployment rate down from 8.4% 
to 5.8% during that same period.  
 
State government efficiency has soared under your watch, with faster turnaround times for business applications, 
shorter determination periods for Utahns in need applying for public assistance benefits, and much more—all while 
reducing the ratio of state employees to state residents.  
 
Each year, you have highlighted education as the number one budgetary priority for the state. Thanks to your 
leadership, 87% of high school students now graduate, an increase of 11 percentage points from when you became 
Governor. And as a state we’ve invested an additional $1 billion in new ongoing funding into public education.  
 
Your accomplishments as Governor of Utah exceed the capacity of a simple letter, yet they are worth noting 
nonetheless. At the start of your final year in office, Utah’s unemployment rate was an astonishingly low 2.5%. Job 
growth had consistently been so strong for so long, that one of our greatest economic challenges was insufficient 
workers to fill the open jobs. These facts, in context of a great return to economic strength in the decade following 
the Great Recession, must be an integral part of your legacy. 
 
Now, we find ourselves yet again in a time of great challenge. The COVID-19 pandemic and its economic effects 
have dealt another severe blow to Utah, and there will be need for more great and courageous efforts from Utah’s 
next generation of leaders. But even amidst this time of difficulty, Utah has stronger footing than the rest of the 
nation. Our unemployment rate stands at 4.1%, roughly half the national average of 7.9%. Our economy remains 
diverse, robust, and ready to unleash the power and innovation of the private sector to recover from this new 
recession, and return to a place of long-term strength that surpasses even our greatest past accomplishments. 
 
Utah’s ability to weather this new storm, and recover from it faster, stronger, and in a way that ensures opportunity, 
security, and quality of life for all Utahns for generations to come, would not have been possible without your 
contributions over the past 11 years as Governor and your wise leadership now.  
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You have always reminded us why Utah’s successes are truly important, from the “Best State for Business” to the 
“Best Managed State in the Nation.” It has always been about people. The individuals, families, and communities 
that make up Utah have been on your mind and in your heart each and every day you have served. Strong economic 
opportunity, a lean and efficient government that protects individual rights, and a pioneering spirit that works hard 
and looks after her own—these are the ingredients that allow human beings, and a state, to truly flourish. And we 
indeed have flourished, and will continue to do so, thanks to your dedication and commitment to our people.  
 
On behalf of the Salt Lake Chamber and Utah’s business community, we thank you for your tireless service through 
these years. And we hope you may look back on your work, and that of all Utahns under your leadership, as another 
significant chapter in the long and rich heritage of Utah’s success and prosperity.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Derek Miller 
President and CEO 
Salt Lake Chamber and Downtown Alliance 
 
Ben Anderson 
General Manager 
Amazon 
 
Nathan Anderson 
EVP/COO 
Mountain America Credit Union 
 
Nathan Anderson 
Sr. Director, Public Affairs 
Union Pacific Railroad 
 
Scott Anderson 
President & CEO 
Zions Bank 
 
Jamie Andrus 
President & CEO 
Cache Valley Chamber of Commerce 
 
Kirk Aubry 
President and CEO 
Savage 
 
Karen Azenberg 
Artistic Director 
Pioneer Theatre Comapny 
 
LaMar Bangerter 
CEO 
Rocky Mountain Care 

David Bauman 
Director 
CBRE 
 
Greg Bell 
President & CEO 
Utah Hospital Association 
 
Dina Blaes 
Director of Regional Development 
Salt Lake County 
 
Curtis Blair 
President & CEO 
Utah Valley Chamber of Commerce 
 
Ginette Bott 
President and CEO 
Utah Food Bank 
 
Roger Boyer 
Chairman 
The Boyer Company 
 
Jake Boyer 
CEO 
The Boyer Company 
 
Nate Boyer 
President 
The Boyer Company 
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Del Brady 
Executive Director, Greater Salt Lake Area Chapter 
American Red Cross 
 
Dean Richard B. Brown 
University of Utah College of Engineering 
 
Joel Brown 
Executive Director 
Vernal Area Chamber of Commerce 
 
Ari Bruening 
President & CEO 
Envision Utah 
 
Keith Buswell 
Corporate Relations 
Wadman Corporation 
 
Paul Campbell 
Chairman 
Campbell Companies 
 
Dr. Jonathan Campbell 
Legacy Dental 
 
Ken Cannon 
President 
Roy & Associates, Inc. 
 
Jeff Carleton 
Owner 
Mountain West Hard Cider Co. 
 
Thom Carter 
Executive Director 
Utah Clean Air Partnership – UCAIR 
 
Clay Christensen 
President 
Mountainland Technical College 
 
Brooke Christensen 
Sandy City Councilmember 
Sandy City 
 
Wilford Clyde 
Chairman and CEO 
Clyde Companies 
 
 
 
 

Beth Colosimo 
Executive Director, Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small 
Businesses 
Salt Lake Community College 
 
Timothy Conde 
Director of Legal Affairs 
Okland Construction 
 
Gay Cookson 
Vice President, Economic Development 
LSI Business Solutions 
 
Lew Cramer 
CEO 
Colliers International Utah 
 
Dan Crooker 
Director of Sales 
Snowbird 
 
Representative John Curtis 
United States Congress 
 
Lee Dial 
Vice President 
Cowboy Partners 
 
Sophia DiCaro 
Chief Compliance Officer 
The Cynosure Group 
 
Mark Dietlein 
President and CEO 
Hale Centre Theatre 
 
Jenna Draper 
Executive Director 
Richfield Area Chamber of Commerce 
 
Mark Droubay 
President and CEO 
Double D Distribution, Inc 
 
Marlise Fisher 
Regional President 
WaFd Bank 
 
Theresa Foxley 
President and CEO 
Economic Development Corporation of Utah 
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Laura Francis 
Appassionata Piano Studio 
 
Mark Francis 
Owner/Consultant 
Red Beryl Consulting 
 
Jay Francis 
President/CEO 
South Valley Chamber of Commerce 
 
Jennifer Goodwin 
Selection & Growth Partner 
Northwestern Mutual 
 
Val Hale 
Executive Director 
Governor’s Office of Economic Development 
 
Mollie Halterman 
President 
Parowan Chamber of Commerce 
 
Todd Hamblin 
CEO 
American Research Bureau 
 
Jared Hamner 
Executive Director 
Tooele County Chamber 
 
Representative Stephen G. Handy 
Utah House of Representatives 
 
Miles Hansen 
President & CEO 
World Trade Center Utah 
 
Senator Orrin G. Hatch 
Chairman Emeritus 
Orrin G. Hatch Foundation 
 
Dan Hayes 
General Manager 
Salt Palace Convention Center 
 
Brandon Henrie 
President 
GWC Capital 
 
Bob Henrie 
Partner & Principal 
R&R Partners 

Alexandra Hesse 
Executive Director 
The Leonardo 
 
Beth Holbrook 
Trustee 
Utah Transit Authority 
 
Mark Holland 
CEO 
Ascend Staffing 
 
Gary Hoogeveen 
President & CEO 
Rocky Mountain Power 
 
Emma E. Houston 
CEO & Owner 
Brighter Day Productions, LLC 
 
Todd Hughes 
President 
Hughes General Contractors 
 
Oz Hutton 
CEO 
Melange, LLC 
 
Kevin Ireland 
Executive Director 
The Utah Air Show Foundation 
 
Clark Ivory 
CEO 
Ivory Homes 
 
Senator Jani Iwamoto 
Utah State Senate 
 
Kathryn Jensen 
Claim V.P. 
Bear River Mutual Insurance Company 
 
Todd Jensen 
Project Director 
HNTB 
 
Patricia Jones 
CEO 
Women’s Leadership Institute 
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Kirk Jowers 
EVP, Corporate Relations and EMEA 
dōTERRA 
 
Ted Kerzie 
Boeing Defense, Space and Security 
 
Craig Kleinman 
Vice President and Deputy General Counsel 
Purple Innovation, LLC 
 
Dallin Koecher 
Executive Director 
Heber Valley Tourism and Economic Development 
 
Meghann Kopecky 
CEO 
SafeLane Health 
 
Bruce Kusch 
President 
Ensign College 
 
Tim Larsen 
Partner 
Squire & Company, PC 
 
Nic Lauritzen 
President 
Hurricane Valley Chamber of Commerce 
 
Todd Leishman 
CEO, President & Chairman 
Dentons Durham Jones Pinegar P.C. 
 
Chuck Leonhardt 
President and CEO 
Ogden-Weber Chamber of Commerce 
 
Michelle Lines 
Executive Director 
Payson Santaquin Area Chamber of Commerce 
 
Eric Marble 
Owner 
Marketing Spot On LLC 
 
Aubriana Martindale 
Corporate Affairs 
Smith’s Food & Drug 
 
 
 

Chris Massimine 
Managing Director 
Pioneer Theatre Company 
 
E. Kathryn McConaughy 
Executive Director 
The Work Activity Center 
 
Dana Meier 
Area Manager/Vice President 
WSP USA 
 
Loren Mercer 
CEO 
Western Nut Company 
 
Gail Miller & Kim Wilson 
 
Blake Moore 
Congressman-elect 
U.S. House of Representatives (UT-01) 
 
Peter Morgan 
Executive Vice President 
Zions Bank 
 
Representative Merrill Nelson 
Utah Legislature 
 
Shawn Newell 
VP Business Development 
Industrial Supply Company 
 
Dale Newton 
Chief Executive Officer 
Utah Farm Bureau 
 
Angie Osguthorpe 
President/CEO 
Davis Chamber of Commerce 
 
Mahamud Osman 
Job Developer 
Catholic Community Services of Utah 
 
Todd E. Pauley 
Director, National Strategy and Engagement 
The Boeing Company 
 
Mori Paulsen 
Salt Lake Market President 
Bank of America 
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Frank Peczuh 
President/CEO 
Peczuh Printing Co., Inc. 
 
Michael Perlman 
Director of Business Growth 
Jan-Pro/SaniGLAZE of Utah 
 
Warren H. Peterson 
Manager 
Frontier Resource Consulting 
 
Ray Pickup 
President and CEO 
WCF Insurance 
 
Steve Pilkington 
Executive VP/Chief Marketing 
Peczuh Printing Co., Inc. 
 
Kevin Pinegar 
Shareholder and Chief Legal Officer 
Dentons Durham Jones Pinegar P.C. 
 
Duffy Pingree 
President & CEO 
Bear River Mutual 
 
Gary B. Porter 
Sr. Vice President 
Deseret Management Corporation 
 
Hal Pos 
President & CEO 
Parsons Behle & Latimer 
 
Sterling Poulson 
Chief Meterologist 
KUTV 2News 
 
Joel Raup 
General Manager 
Boeing Commercial Airplanes 
 
George Richards 
Principal Broker 
Chapman-Richards & Associates, Inc. 
 
Michael Scolamiero 
Executive Director 
Ballet West 
 
 

Jacey Skinner 
Of Counsel 
Ballard Spahr LLP 
 
Scott Simmons 
President & CEO 
Marlin Business bANK 
 
David Smith 
Trade Commissioner 
Consulate General of Canada in Denver 
 
Kevin Smith 
CEO & Executive Producer 
Tuacahn Center for the Arts 
 
Lowry Snow 
Senior Shareholder 
Snow Jensen & Reece 
 
Dana Sowby 
Director of Career Education 
University of Utah David Eccles School of Business 
 
David Stahl 
Market Leader 
Hillcrest Bank 
 
Steve Starks 
Chief Executive Officer 
Larry H. Miller Group of Companies 
 
Brad Stevenson 
Executive Director 
Utah Ready-Mixed Concrete Association (URMCA) 
 
Patsy Stoddard 
Director 
Emery County Business Chamber 
 
James Stout 
CEO 
Stout Building Contractors 
 
Jill Sundstrom 
COO 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Utah 
 
Christopher Swank 
Operations Director 
Becton Dickinson 
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James Taggart 
President 
Ogden-Weber Technical College 
 
Tom Thoits 
Executive Director 
OnSite Care 
 
Tara Thue 
President, Mountain West States 
AT&T 
 
Jeffrey J. Tiede 
CEO 
American Packaging Group, Inc. 
 
Alan Tuttle 
Director of Human Resources 
Salt Lake Marriott Downtown at City Creek 
 
Kristi Urban 
President/Executive Director 
Bravos Kindred Canines 
 
Todd Urban 
President 
Urban Office Design 
 
Craig Wagstaff 
SVP Western Region 
Dominion Energy 
 
Representative Steve Waldrip 
Utah State Legislature 
 
Ann Marie Wallace 
State Director 
Women’s Business Center of Utah 
 
David Watkins 
CFO 
Rocky Mountain CRC 
 
Kristine Watson 
Member 
WSI of Utah, LLC 
 
Mark Welcker 
President and CEO 
Point of the Mountain Chamber of Commerce 
 
 
 

Claude Wells 
Council Member 
Riverton City 
 
Kristina Wesemann 
Co-President 
American Fork Chamber of Commerce 
 
Craig Weston 
Chief Financial Officer 
Blunovus 
 
Scott Westra 
Chief Financial Officer 
WCF Insurance 
 
SarahAnn Whitbeck 
Executive Director 
Chest Wall Injury Society 
 
Aimee Winder Newton 
Councilmember 
Salt Lake County 
 
Guy Woodbury 
Senior Vice President – Hospitality 
Woodbury Corporation 
 
Jared Wright 
Customer & Community Relations 
Heber Light & Power/Heber Valley Chamber of 
Commerce 
 
Lee Wright 
President 
Kirton McConkie 
 
Muriel Xochimitl 
President & CEO 
X-Factor Strategic Communications 
 
Mary Yang 
President 
Utah Chinese Association 
 
Heather Youd 
President/CEO 
Spanish Fork & Salem Area Chamber of Commerce 
 
Crystal Young-Otterstrom 
Executive Director 
Utah Cultural Alliance 
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Brian Zehnder, MD 
Medical Director 
Exodus Healthcare Network 

 
 

 


