
 

The Word of God 
 
 
PENITENTIAL ORDER 
 
 
PRELUDE  Air            Gerre Hancock 
 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION  BCP p. 351 
 
Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People His mercy endures for ever. 

 
 
DECALOGUE         BCP p. 350 
The Decalogue is said, the People kneeling. 

Hear the commandments of God to his people: I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. You shall have 
no other gods but me. 
 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not make for yourself any idol. 
 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God. 
 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy. 
 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
Honor your father and your mother. 
 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not commit murder. 
 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not commit adultery. 
 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
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You shall not steal. 
 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not be a false witness. 
 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN  BCP p. 352 
 
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us; but if we confess our sins, God is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8,9 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 
Minister and People 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest stands and says 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The following is said, 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  BCP p. 218
          
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

 
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways, and bring them 
again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ 
your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FIRST READING  Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
 

\1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk 
before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly 
numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be 
the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have 
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and 
kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout 
their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” 
 
15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless 
her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall 
come from her.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
 
PSALM   Psalm 22:22-30 
 
22Praise the LORD, you that fear him; * 
 stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; 
 all you of Jacob’s line, give glory. 
23For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 
 neither does he hide his face from them; * 
 but when they cry to him he hears them. 
24My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 
 I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 
25The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
 and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: * 
 “May your heart live for ever!” 
26All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, * 
 and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 
27For kingship belongs to the LORD; * 
 he rules over the nations. 
28To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 
 all who go down to the dust fall before him. 
29My soul shall live for him; 
 my descendants shall serve him; * 
 they shall be known as the LORD‘s for ever. 
30They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 
 the saving deeds that he has done. 
 
 
SECOND READING              Romans 4:13-25 
 

13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through 
the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 
15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
 
16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, 
not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as 
it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives 
life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he believed that he would 
become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” 19He did not 



weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years 
old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of 
God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had 
promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were 
written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord 
from the dead, 25who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
 
SEQUENCE HYMN  My faith looks up to thee  (stanzas 1 and 3) H 691 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL       Mark 8:31-38 
 
Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  
31Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief 
priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, 
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
 
34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for 
my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 
life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels.” 
 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 
THE SERMON 
 
 
THE NICENE CREED          BCP p. 358 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in 
one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  BCP p. 389 
 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”. 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault at the day of your 
coming, we pray to you, O Lord. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 

For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael our Presiding Bishop, John our own Bishop, for all bishops and other 
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that all may be one as you and the 
Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 



For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth, we pray to you, O 
Lord. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and peoples, we pray to you, 
O Lord. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every person, 
we pray to you, O Lord. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may 
be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this congregation, that we may be delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we do, we 
pray to you, O Lord. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and neighbors; that being freed from 
anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For ___________ , we pray to you, O Lord. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to you alone, that, with all the 
saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Rejoicing in the fellowship of St. Paul and all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to 
Christ our God. 
 
To you, O Lord our God. 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 
 
THE PEACE           BCP p. 360 
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
  

 
 
 



The Holy Communion 
 
 
OFFERTORY   If God Be for Us from “Messiah”  G. F. Handel 

Amanda O’Connor, soprano 
 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING         BCP p. 361 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth. 
 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By his grace we are able to 
triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him who died for us and rose again. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The People stand or kneel. 
The Celebrant continues 
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
 
 
 
 



Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues 
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   BCP p. 364 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM  BCP p. 364 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

grant us peace. 

 
 
PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 
In union, O Lord with the faithful at every altar of Thy Church, where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire 
to offer Thee praise and thanksgiving. I present to Thee my soul and body with the earnest wish that may always be united 
to Thee. And since I can not now receive Thee sacramentally, I beseech Thee to come spiritually into my heart. I unite 
myself to Thee, and embrace Thee with all the affections of my soul. Let nothing ever separate Thee from me. May I live 
and die in Thy love. Amen. 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER          BCP p. 365 
 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and 
grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



POST-COMMUNION HYMN      How firm a foundation (stanzas 1, 3, and 5)    H 636 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
SOLEMN PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE 
 
Let us bow down before the Lord our Maker. 
 
Keep this your family, Lord, with your never-failing mercy, that relying solely on the help of your heavenly grace, they 
may be upheld by your divine protection; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 
DISMISSAL           BCP p. 366 
 
Celebrant  Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
 
 
 



POSTLUDE  Rondeau Henry Purcell 
 
 
 

 
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2021 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
 
 
WHAT TO EXPECT IN WORSHIP DURING LENT 
 
The season of Lent is like springtime for our soul. It gives us the chance to open our spirits to God and have the cobwebs 
and dust cleaned out. In worship during Lent, we begin all of our services with the Penitential Order, which highlights the 
opportunity we have to confess our sins to God and be set free. The service begins with the Decalogue (the Ten 
Commandments) in place of the Processional Hymn. This symbolizes our return to the basics of faith as we journey with 
Jesus to the cross. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PRAYER CONCERNS FOR FEBRUARY 28, 2021 

 
We remember those in need of healing and relief from pain especially:  
 
Those with cancer: Betty, Brandy, Bill, Eric B., Lucinda and family, and Sarah.  
  
For those in cancer remission: Andie and Zanie. 
  
Those healing from Surgery: Beth J., and Kerbi. 
  
Those experiencing a mental health issue.  
  
Those with other needs: Ann, Ashlynn, Beth, Claire, David, Dillon, Gene, Jane, Jerry, Joe, Jo, Lorrie, Miller, Toni, 

William, for all who are stuck in sadness to find true faith in God and Jesus in order to have joy, and those who are ill, 
isolated, or fearful because of the coronavirus, teachers, students, and parents for returning to school.   

  
Those in prison, especially: Abu-Ali/death row, Charles, Charlie, Chris, David, Derrick/death row, Dillon, Gregory, 

James, Jessie/death row, Joe, Keith, Linda S., Oscar/death row, Purvis/death row, Quinten, Terrance, Tiffany, Tyrone, 
and Walter.  

  
Those experiencing homelessness, especially: Andrea, Carol, Cindy, Connie, Deborah, Donna, Jeri, Jessica, Kelly, 

Kelsey, Kimberley, Kristi, Laura, Lori, Melissa, Renada, Sharon, and Tiffany.   
  
All veterans and those in military service and their families, especially: Benjamin, Brady, Brent E., Chris G., Derrick, 

Elaine, Evan, Kaitlin, Nathan, Patrick, Trevor, and Zach.  
 
 
  
 

 
PARTICIPANTS 

 
The Rev. Dr. Kristine Blaess, Rector 

The Rev. Michael Whitnah, Associate Rector 
Angela Tipps, Organist and Director of Music 
Lectors: Jessica Dunnavant, George Carlson 

Intercessor:  Kim Baumann 
Crucifer: Drew O’Reilly 

Technical Team: Dr. Alex Hollis, Andy Metz 
Ushers: Bonnie Black, Nick Burgess 

Altar Guild: Martha Tolbert, Joan Kleinlein, True Radcliff, Ione Smith 
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