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Reverend J. Barrett Owen is a pastor, writer, and teacher. His passion is influencing the intersection
between divinity, culture, and the church. Through preaching, organizational leadership, and spiritual
formation, he desires to help people experience the expanding and inclusive love of God. 

As he prefers to be called, Barrett, is a third-generation Baptist pastor. He has a genuine ability to
authentically relate with a wide range of people across all demographics and socio-economic
backgrounds with his kind and loving spirit. He truly has a heart for the lost and the hurting and for
ministering to those both inside and outside of the church. People find him approachable, and it is
evident that he has built genuine relationships with people in his congregation and community. He
truly loves to pastor and disciple believers, while also helping others begin genuine and lasting
relationships with Jesus Christ. 
 
Barrett uses biblically-based sermons to inspire and challenge the body to relate their faith to
everyday life. His mixed use of narrative and expository style sermons are interesting, relevant, and
challenging. During Wednesday Bible Studies, Barrett uses innovative approaches, incorporating
philosophy and film to help strengthen congregational discipleship and to reach the lost. His
magnetic preaching enables him to connect with both those inside and outside the church.
 
Barrett has demonstrated his ability to lead others throughout his years in ministry. He has shown
that he can lead both young and seasoned staff members, as well as lay leaders, in establishing a
strategic vision for the churches he has pastored. He has the ability to think broadly and engage
people to participate, especially in approaches to missions, outreach, and in spreading the gospel.
Barrett is an innovator, has a voracious appetite for study, and works hard to understand the culture
and church of the future. He will be a leader for many years to come among traditional churches
seeking to adapt to the changing dynamics of the 21st century. 
 
Barrett values and is gifted in pastoral care moments. He believes this is a vital aspect for a healthy
church. He believes people need to feel their pastors can shoulder and walk with them through both
their joys and pains. He admittedly knows he does not have all of life’s answers, nor is he trained as a
therapeutic, mental health specialist, but he values the pastoral role of being present with people in
their pain. 

 



Barrett roots himself in the local community through civic activities. He has participated as a member
of the Waynesboro Senior Center Advisory Council, an area YMCA Board Member, a Rotary Club
Board Member, and the Chaplain for the Waynesboro Generals (a local, college baseball summer
league team). He has consistently demonstrated his love and concern for people in his community as
he seeks to be the hands and feet of Christ in very practical and impactful ways.

Barrett values the importance of missions, as shown by his personal engagement both locally and
globally in his past and current churches. He has led international and stateside mission trips for
youth and adults. He believes all baptized believers should participate and co-labor with Christ in
helping bring the Kingdom of Heaven to earth. 

For the past 6.5 years, Barrett has served as the much loved Senior Pastor at First Baptist Church in
Waynesboro, VA. Prior to that, he served as the Bi-vocational Pastor for 5 years at National Heights
Baptist Church in Fayetteville, GA where he also served as the Associate Director of Admissions for
Mercer’s McAfee School of Theology. While in seminary, he served over 2 years as Pastor at Union
Baptist Church in Pine Mountain, GA. Barrett even has experience in higher education and served as
adjunct professor of theology and writing at McAfee. 
 
He continues to serve as a Retreat Pastor and has led many retreats throughout the Southeastern US
since 2006. Earlier in his ministry, Barrett served as a Camp Pastor and staffer for various Christian
camp programs.

Barrett received his Bachelor of Arts in Christian Leadership from Belmont University in Nashville,
TN, a Master of Divinity in Congregational Ministry from the McAfee School of Theology at Mercer
University in Atlanta, GA, and a Master of Theology in Homiletics from the Candler School of
Theology at Emory University in Decatur, GA. 

For years he has served in leadership roles in Baptist life at both the state and national levels and
currently serves as a Coordinating Council Member for the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Virginia.
He is a member of the Board of Visitors at the McAfee School of Theology and a Board Member for
Good Faith Media (formerly Baptist Center for Ethics). When he was pastoring in Georgia, he served
on the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Young Leaders Network Steering Committee and on the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Georgia’s Coordinating Council. 
 

 



Having played college baseball at Belmont, Barrett thoroughly enjoys following college and
professional sports, as well as coaching Little League baseball. He is currently coaching his son’s
basketball team at the Waynesboro YMCA. His personal hobbies include running, reading, and
writing, in addition to spending time with his family and friends.

His wife Noelle is a warm and welcoming person. She is an ordained Baptist minister who currently
works as the Parent Program Assistant of the City of Waynesboro’s Office on Youth. Her primary
role is to teach court-appointed parenting courses for the surrounding area. She recently accepted
this position after serving over three years as a Hospice Chaplain for their local hospital. 
Noelle has also earned two masters degrees. She received a Master of Divinity from Mercer’s
McAfee School of Theology, as well as a Master of Science in Clinical Mental Health Counseling from
Piedmont College at Mercer University. 

While living in Atlanta, Noelle worked as the Director of Families Preservation Services at the United
Methodist Children's Home in Decatur, GA. She oversaw a housing program for homeless families,
provided community counseling, coordinated a financial aid program, and taught court-referred
parenting classes. There she acquired the necessary hours to be licensed by the state of Georgia as
a therapist, as well as be certified to teach parenting courses.

Noelle and Barrett met at Belmont University while serving on a University Ministries team that
mentored undergraduate students. They were acquaintances then, but as fate would have it, both
of their ministry callings brought them to Atlanta for seminary. It was there they started dating, got
engaged, and then married on March 5, 2011. Since then, they have served in various
congregational, academic, and nonprofit settings supporting each other’s callings to a life of
ministry and service. 

On Christmas Day 2013, their son Henry was born. He is a smart, engaging, energetic 8-year-old
who loves sports and reading. On July 1, 2016, their daughter Georgia was born. She is an artistic,
funny, and friendly 5-year-old who loves imagining and crafting. 

Barrett and Noelle served as foster parents during their time in Virginia and feel a continued calling
to help families reconcile. They desire to foster more children in the future as part of their ongoing
personal ministry to others.

In their free time, Barrett and Noelle hike, run, and read. They are Atlanta Braves fans and love
eating at new restaurants, playing board games, touring museums, traveling, and simply hanging
out with friends. Barrett enjoys playing golf and attending sporting events. 
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