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Gathering of the People 
 

Outside, at the church entrance, fire is kindled.  The Celebrant addresses the people: 
 

Let us pray: 
O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your 

light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with 
heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting light; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire, and the Deacon, bearing the Candle, leads the 
procession into the church. This represents the Light of Christ returning after the darkness of the tomb. She 
pauses three times and sings 
 

The Light of Christ  (Sung 3x) 
 

 
 
The Deacon places the Paschal Candle in the stand.  
 

Easter Fanfare  H 207 (v1&4) Jesus Christ is risen today  
 

The lights in the sanctuary are turned on and candles lit in celebration of Christ’s Resurrection. 
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Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
People The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

Hymn of Praise  H 473 (v 3&4) Lift high the cross 

  
 

Collect of the Day 
Celebrant God be with you. 
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Let us pray.  
 

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and 
opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of 

the Lord's resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
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Please be seated for the readings. 

Hebrew Scriptures Jeremiah 31:1-6 
 

Reader  A Reading from the prophet Jeremiah. 
 

At that time, says the Lord, I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be 
my people. 
 

Thus says the Lord: The people who survived the sword found grace in the wilderness; 
when Israel sought for rest, the Lord appeared to him from far away. I have loved you 

with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. Again I will 
build you, and you shall be built, O virgin Israel! Again you shall take your tambourines, 
and go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. Again you shall plant vineyards on the 

mountains of Samaria; the planters shall plant, and shall enjoy the fruit. For there shall be 
a day when sentinels will call in the hill country of Ephraim: “Come, let us go up to Zion, 

to the Lord our God.” 
 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24   
Recited responsively by whole verse. The reader leads off, and the congregation responds with the bold 
verses. 
 

 1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; *  
   his mercy endures for ever.  

 2 Let Israel now proclaim, *  
   “His mercy endures for ever.”  

 14 The LORD is my strength and my song, *  
   and he has become my salvation.  
 15 There is a sound of exultation and victory *  

   in the tents of the righteous:  
 16 “The right hand of the LORD has triumphed! *  

   the right hand of the LORD is exalted!  
   the right hand of the LORD has triumphed!”  
 17 I shall not die, but live, *  

   and declare the works of the LORD.  
 18 The LORD has punished me sorely, *  

   but he did not hand me over to death.  
 19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; *  
   I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the LORD.  

 20 “This is the gate of the LORD; *  
   he who is righteous may enter.”  

 21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me *  
   and have become my salvation.  
 22 The same stone which the builders rejected *  

   has become the chief cornerstone.  
 23 This is the LORD’s doing, *  

   and it is marvelous in our eyes.  
 24 On this day the LORD has acted; *  
   we will rejoice and be glad in it.  
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New Testament  Colossians 3:1-4 

Reader   A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Colossians 

If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things 
that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When 

Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

People Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand as you are able. 

Sequence Hymn  H 178 (v1) Alleluia, alleluia give thanks to the risen Lord 
We will sing the hymn once before the gospel and once after. 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 28:1-10 
 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an 
angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 

His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the 
guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be 

afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has 
been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to 
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Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” So they left the tomb 
quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and 

said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then 
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they 

will see me.” 
 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Sermon  The Rev. Jonathan Sams 

Creed    (by Susan Bock) 
 

We believe in God, the Creator,  

who made the heavens and the earth.  
 
We believe in Jesus Christ,  

God’s beloved Son, our brother and savior,  
who was born of the Holy Spirit and the woman Mary.   

He was crucified, died, and was buried,  
but, on the third day, he rose from death  
and returned to the heart of God  

from where he reigns in eternal love. 
He will come again to gather  

the whole world home to that love. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

in one healed and united Church,  
in the forgiveness of all sins,  

and in eternal life for us all. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People (Form III) 
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;  
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

We pray for our search committee.  
Grant them wisdom, discernment and patience as they move through this 

process.  
 

We also pray for the pastor who will be joining us.  
Lead the right priest to our Church and guide us as we move forward together. 
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;  
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
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Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  

That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 
 

Silence.  The People may add their own petitions aloud in the room, or in the chat on Zoom. 

 

Celebrant God of new life, we give praise for the Resurrection of your Son, Jesus, and 
for the moments of abundant grace we have experienced which take part in 

your divine story. Give us mindful hearts to perceive the blessings of your 
love at all times and in all places. 

 

The Peace 
 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you.  
People And also with you.  
 

The Peace is exchanged with one another. 
 

The Liturgy of the Table 
 

Offertory Sentence 

Offertory Hymn  Holy Cross Choir   Antiphonal Alleluia 
 

The hymn is sung while the Deacon sets the table. 
 

Communion Prayer (from Enriching Our Worship 3)   
 

Celebrant God be with you.  
People And also with you.  

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
People We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; 
through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created 

all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out 
from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to 

humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for 
our journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings 

and all creation as we shout with joy:        S125  
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Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent. You called a 

people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led 
them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, 
to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering.  
 

Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, 
reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us.  
  
We thank you that on the night before he died for us, Jesus took bread, and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said:    

“Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”    
  
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: 

“Drink this, all of you: this cup is the New Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and 
for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
  
And so remembering all that was done in love: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and 
ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your 

earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:  
  

Dying you destroyed our death.  
Rising, you restored our life.   
Christ Jesus, come in glory!  
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to 

us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, 
may be a people of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of 

Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with all your people into the joy of our true 
eternal home.  
  
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we 

worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise. Blessed are you now and 
for ever. AMEN. 

 

Lord’s Prayer   
 

As Jesus has taught us, we now pray, 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,  your kingdom come,   
your will be done,  on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power,  and the glory are yours,  now and for ever. Amen.   
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Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Holy Gifts for Holy People. 
 

Fraction Anthem  LEVAS 271     Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Communion of the People 
No one who comes to the table seeking Christ is turned away. You may take the bread and/or the wine. If you 
do not wish to take either, cross your arms over your chest to signal you prefer a blessing. Our 

bread is gluten-free. If you are unable to get to the altar, let the usher know and the priest will come to those 
who need at the end.  
 
The words of distribution are: 
 

The Body of Christ, the Bread of Heaven. 
The Blood of Christ, the Cup of Salvation.  

 

Communion Music  LEVAS 151  One bread, one body 
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Announcements & Celebration of Life Events  
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Let us pray. 
 

The Celebrant and People together say 

God of abundance, 
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you have fed us with the bread of life 
and cup of salvation; 

you have united us with Christ and one another; 
and you have made us one 

with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 

and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

The Easter Blessing 
 

May the God who shakes heaven and earth, 
Whom death could not contain, who lives to disturb and heal us, 

Strengthen you to be Christ's hands and heart in this world. 
May the wisdom of God, the Love of God, and the Grace of God, 
Bless you and those you love and pray for this day and always.  Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn    H210  The day of resurrection 

 
 

Going into the World 
 

Deacon Let us go forth in the power of the Resurrection.  Alleluia! Alleluia! 

People Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! ALLELUIA! 
 
 

Postlude   
 

  
 

This brings the worship to a close.   
Have a blessed Easter Day! 
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 The Easter Flowers are given to the Glory of God by: 

Given By                                 In Memory of 
Anne Hamilton   Bill Naughton 
Cleda Smartt    Enid & William Smartt 
Cathi Peterson   Bill Peterson 
Jane Foote    Sally Foote 
Kathy Kirby    Pat & Bob Kirby 
Sarah McGuire   Daniel & Ellen Lindon 
Jean Evans    James Evans 
     Thomas Evans 
     Stephen Evans 
 

 

Given By                                 In Thanksgiving for 
Larry & Laura Jansen   Children & grandchildren 
Art & Bev Siirila   Thanksgiving 
Katherine Housman   For this community & love of God 
Ed Happ & Shirley Chen  Celebrating life together 
Jo Quinlan    The ladies who serve on Altar Guild 
Kate Autry    Anne Hamilton & all she does for Holy Cross 
Teri Landreth    Love & support from my Holy Cross Family 

 

Ministers of Today’s Service   
Reader 1:  Pam Janson 
Reader 2: Silvia Huth 

Prayer:  Ann Maher 
Greeter/Usher: Leon Collins 
Zoom Host: Bekah Schulze 
Counters: Sivia Huth & Leon Collins 
 

Altar Guild 
Joanne Quinlan, Carole Abshier, Gael Grossman, 
Anne Hamilton, Katherine Housman, Kathie Kirby, 
Cathi Peterson 
 

Sunday School Teachers  
Teri Landreth, Renee Brennan, Pimam Manzi,  
Ashlie Price 
 

 

Clergy 
Bishop of Michigan: The Rt. Rev. Bonnie Perry 
Deacon: The Rev. Dcn. Cleda Smartt 

 

Staff 
Administrator: Teri Landreth  
Music Director: Kate Autry 
Sexton: Katie Forbing 
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