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Acorn 2020

Acorn 2020 and the Search for a Priest
Meeting July 27, Acorn 2020 considered the impact of Fr. 
Young’s just-announced retirement on its search for a path 
to a sustainable parish future. Agree-ment was quick that 
Acorn’s search should help define the context of the search 
for a new priest by the Vestry and bishop.  By design, Acorn 
and the Vestry are strongly linked already, with three Vestry 
members appointed to Acorn from the start last Sep-tem-
ber. 

Acorn members expressed strong hope that the new St. 
James priest will join their discussions as soon as she or 
he arrives. Acorn’s deadline for a recommendation to the 
Vestry is the end of this year. 

Meanwhile work has begun on Acorn’s five-part search 
for potential partners whose mission is compatible with St. 
James history and values and with ability to help address the 
building and budget realities here. Acorn strongly invites 
parishioners with interest and ideas in any of these areas to 

join in the work. The five explorations and Acorn contacts 
for each are as follows:

•  Children’s Education —  
Rosemary Caspar (rlcaspar@gmail.com)

•  Partner Neighborhood Congregations —  
Tony Morley (ajm.tony@gmail.com)  
Louis Hoffman (hoffman.louis@comcast.net)

•  Partner Episcopal Congregations —  
Anne Scheible (annebillscheible@gmail.com) 
Victor Gonzales (vxgonzales@gmail.com)

•   Multi-faith Center —  
Anne Scheible (annebillscheible@gmail.com)  
Ruth Anne Olson (olson248@gmail.com)

•  Arts-oriented Neighborhood Center —  
Joe Ordos (joeordos@gmail.com)

Although canned and packaged goods are  
always welcome, the food shelf can stretch 
cash further than donations of food. You can 
write checks and place them in the collection 
plate. Be sure to clearly mark the check for  
the Minnehaha Food Shelf on the memo line. 
Or you can mail the check directly to the  
Minnehaha Food Shelf, c/o Minnehaha United 
Methodist Church, 3701 East 50th Street,  
Minneapolis, MN  55417. 

For further information, check the bulletin 
board and brochures in the narthex.

Minnehaha Food Shelf Needs Donations
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St. James Delegation to Share Their 
Trip Experiences September 18th 

Onè! Respe! (Honor! Respect!)

Please join us Sunday,  
September 18 at 9:30 in Chapel Hall

Hear about the June visit of Declan McGuire, Will 
Scofield, Kurt Hall and Louise Robinson to our friends and 
partners in Bigonet. 

In the meantime, here’s a teaser for that event — some of 
what was on the minds of teens Declan and Will, in a recent 
conversation with Haiti Committee member Ruth Anne 
Olson

About life in Minneapolis — life in  Bigonet.  “Look at 
our neighborhoods. I’ve got my house. I’ve got my yard. You 
can’t see into my house. Maybe you can’t even see into my 

yard. In Bigonet there’s less separation. More visibility. In 
Haiti people honk. They wave. They stop and talk to each 
other. Their goal is advancement of the whole community.  
Everyone’s doing that. No one I saw was stressed out. It’s 
very very different.”  (Will)

About the partnership of St. James and Bonne Nouvelle. 
“Before I went I heard about the idea of mission trips. I 
looked up mission in the dictionary, and it means, ‘to ac-
complish a goal.’ But to develop a friendship there are no 
goals. When you meet someone, it happens. A lot of what 
I saw in the airport in Port au Prince (often filled with 
American youth groups on mission trips to Haiti — in their 
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Members of St. James may make  
requests for flowers to honor a birthday, 
anniversary, baptism or in memory of a 
loved one. With at least 2 weeks notice 
fresh flowers will be used instead of silk 
arrangements. Here is the procedure for 
requesting fresh flowers: 

Contact Beth by email at stjamesotp@comcast.net  
and bhpens@mac.com or phone at 612-724-3425 
or 612-250-9795 and let her know the date you 
are requesting flowers for. Please give us at least 
2 weeks notice. Please provide the name(s) of the 
person you are honoring. This will be printed in the 
bulletin on the Sunday you are requesting a flower 
memorial.

 

For one vase of flowers make a payment of $20, 
which can be included with a pledge payment or 
separately. After the 10:30 service you will be given 
the flowers you have requested.

Beth will contact me to let Rosemary know that fresh  
flowers have been requested. You can also let  
Rosemary know yourself! She will arrange for flowers 
from Soderberg’s or another flower supplier.

bright t-shirts, with the name of their organization, with 
their slogans) it was about them. It was about what they 
wanted to do, about their goals for Haiti. But that’s not what 
friendship is about. Friendship is about who and what we 
are to each other.” (Declan)

Advice about photos.  “Don’t take photos. Just decide to 
remember. I was in the situation and just didn’t care about 
my camera. If you’re taking photos, it’s taking away from 
the people, from the experience. (What you’re seeing and 
experiencing) will still be there after you leave. Just know 
that.”  (Will and Declan)

Advice for St. James. “Our relationship with Bonne 
Nouvelle is a very very positive one. The school does need 
resources. But always put it out as a friendship. Don’t 
de-value people.” (Will)  “For the past four years all I’ve 
thought about is school, graduation, college. These kids (the 
kids in Bigonet) think about life. We just need to help give 
them some opportunities to do what they want with their 
lives.” (Declan)

Declan and Will also talked about food, garbage, technol-
ogy, poverty, dependence on nature and its effect on mobil-
ity, church, mountains, the heat, dogs, gender roles, Euro-
pean intervention in Haiti, tourism, stupid stuff that people 
do, the American Dream, advice for future St. James teen 
travelers who go to Bigonet and lots more. You can hear this 
and more on September 18 in Chapel Hall.

Hot Off the Press.
An email from Bonne Nouvelle Principal Louis 
Noncent reports that all but one of Bonne Nouvelle’s 
students passed Haiti’s national achievement exam. 
Such a high success rate is very unusual, and their 
teachers, students and parents can be very proud.

In 2012 a 4th grade teacher in the U.S. compared 
Haiti’s national 4th grade math exam with her own 
math curriculum — concluding that some concepts 
likely would be easy for her students while others 
would not be taught in her school until 6th or even 
7th grade. Interesting comparison.
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St. James is a pickup location for Twin Cities Local 
Food, an online, year-round Farmers Market:  
twincitieslocalfood.com

 
Order seasonal produce, grass-fed meats, dairy,  
grains, oils & more online, pickup at St. James  
from 3:30-6:30 pm the first and third Thursdays, 
November-April and every Thursday, May-October.

October Epistle
Send articles for the October Epistle  
to Beth Harvey (stjamesotp@comcast.net  
and bhpens@mac.com) by Wednesday,  
September 21. Publication on October 2.


