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I’ve been calling it “The Big Mess of 
2019.” On Wednesday, March 13, the 
basement of St. James became the 
receptacle for the overflowing contents 
of the local sewer system. Why? There 
was a clog over two blocks away, but, 
well, I’m pretty sure no one set out 
that day to clog the sewers. The Sunday 
after The Big Mess, in the early days 
of damage assessment and remedia-
tion, I preached about a number of 
tragedies in recent days, highlighting 
The Mess and using the phrase, “It was 
nobody’s fault.” Everybody’s fault who 
flushed unflushable things, yes. But 
no malicious intent is evident. It just 
happened. 

In that sermon I also said that it is 
wildly ironic that, as we spend lavish 

Strengthening  
our resolve 

From Fr. William Heisley

Continued on page 2

amounts of time, energy, and resources 
on discerning the future of our prop-
erty, its contents, and our communal 
life, this thing comes along and says, 

Wednesdays in Lent 
April 3rd:  Evening Prayer at 6:30 pm

April 10th:  Stations of the Cross at 6:30 pm

Maundy Thursday 
April 18th: The Holy Eucharist at 7:00 pm 

Good Friday 
April 19th:  The Good Friday Rite at Noon and 7:00 pm 

The Resurrection of Our Lord – Easter Sunday  
April 21st:  The Holy Eucharist at 8:00 and 10:30 am

“Now here’s something 
new to think about.”

“Now, here’s something new to think 
about.” So is The Big Mess a complica-
tion, a humiliation, the end, or another 
step towards a new beginning? 

It could be simply a complica-
tion. We clean up as well as possible, 
we soothe sad and angry feelings, we 
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Strengthening 
our resolve
Continued from page 1

shrug our shoulders and go back to life 
as normal. 

It could be a humiliation. After all, 
we spend a great deal sacrificing for 
our neighborhood, living for them and 
seeking to be there for our friends near 
and far in every way possible. Now, they 
do this to us, as if we are worthless? 
How can we go on? 

It could be the end. We could simply 
say, “OK. The odds are now stacked even 
more severely against us. Even with the 
help of insurance funds and loving vol-
unteer labor it’s just too much. Better to 
wipe our hands clean and walk away. 

BUT – it could be a new beginning. 
In the power of the Holy Spirit,  
God is walking with us through the 
muck. God is seeking to love and to 
support us in every way possible.  

God is loving us exactly as God always 
has. Now, what does that mean for our 
next step today, and tomorrow, next 
month and next year? 

Many people remember Why Bad 
Things Happen to Good People, a very 
popular book written in the last millen-
nium by Rabbi Harold Kushner. While 
I don’t fully agree with all that he says, 
this thing is important and true: “Life…

... to a shore lined with 
promise and hope.

has to be lived for something, not just 
against something.” 

Our life as a parish serving our 
neighborhood and empowering all who 
enter into our midst needs to look to 
the future as we to choose to live for 
something. We need to not ask, “Why 
did this happen?” But, “Now that this 
has happened how can it strengthen 
our resolve to find new and creative and 
vibrant ways to be the Church of Jesus 
Christ – here or wherever?”

As we prepare once again to mark 
our Lord’s entrance into Jerusalem in 
triumph, we also look to his downfall: 
to his last supper with his disciples; to 
his trial; to his condemnation; to his 
humiliation; to his suffering; and to his 
ultimate death. But the Church, we, in 
praying through these events in the life 
of Jesus, do not do so with a sense of 
mourning. We do it with a quiet sense 
of expectation. Through these things, 
through this Son, God is going to bring 
forth a new and even more beautiful 
thing. Passing through troubled waters 
will eventually bring us to the other side, 

Big Mess:  
An Update 
By Ruth Anne Olson, Sr. Warden 

Background: On March 13, a city 
sewage line 2 blocks east of St. 
James became blocked,—caus-
ing back-up to flow through 
drains and other openings into 
our basement. By the time the 
line was re-opened, 2-4” of raw 
sewage covered the floor of our 
lower level. Thankfully, none of 
this effects church services and 
other activities—which continue 
normally. 

Update: Very little of the 
furniture, supplies and equip-
ment present in the lower level 
is salvageable. Wood panelling, 
kitchen cabinets and much more 
must also be trashed. The entire 
floor (which tests positive for 
asbestos) must be removed. 

Because St. James property 
insurance has a cap of $50,000 
for this kind of damage, we are 
pursuing a claim against the 
City of Minneapolis. All work 
in the basement is halted until 
we know the outcome of that 
claim—a process which is likely 
to take several weeks. 

Neal Cuthbert has volunteered 
to serve as Project Manager,  
and is working closely with  
the agencies involved:  
ServiceMaster Restore, Church 
Insurance Company, City of 
Minneapolis, Frontier Adjusters, 
Belfor Property Restoration, our 
tenants Mandala Montessori 
Preschool, and related agencies 
such as CenterPoint Energy.

Our short-term goal is to 
make the lower level fully clean 
and safe. Not until we know the 
full extent of the damage and the 
total of the financial resources 
available, will we consider  
questions of restoration.

God is loving us exactly  
as God always has

to a shore lined with promise and hope. 
Why did The Big Mess happen? I 

don’t know. It was nobody’s fault. But 
I do know that in the Resurrection of 
Jesus there is the certainty that some-
thing new, something better, something 
silently longed for by the Holy Spirit is 
coming. The Risen Lord lives!

Our Easter flower decorations  
depend on the generosity of our 
parishoners. In order to be printed in 
the bulletin, dedications are due in 
the office by Palm Sunday. The  
recommended cost for flowers is  
$20 per pot—any amount is welcome. 
Make your check to St. James and 
mark “Easter Flowers” in the  
memo line. 

You may submit a name for  
remembrance whether or not you 
make a donation! It is easiest if  
you email your dedications to 
stjamesotp@comcast.net. It helps 
Beth be sure all the names are 
spelled correctly!

In memory of ...
In thanksgiving for...
From...

Easter Flower Dedications  
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Fleshing out options. Wanna help? 
From the Senior Warden Ruth Anne Olson

By Tony Morley

April is so full of liturgical specials—Palm Sunday on the 
14th; Easter on the 21st—that there’s hardly any time for 
head-scratching talk in Adult Forum. On April 7th we’ll 
end our Lent flirtation with the better heresies by looking 
at Pelagius—little known but ever popular. We’ll take  
off the big Sundays of the 14th and 21st. And then, to  
end the month, April 28th, how about this: what makes 
Anglicans and Lutherans both curious and nervous 
about each other? That’s bound to be interesting.

April: R M L & ID – but when?
Adult Forum

Adult Forum meets most Sundays in the Gallery,  
9:30 – 10:25 am, informal discussion informally led by 
Tony Morley or Fr. Heisley. 

“R M L and I D”? See The Book of Common Prayer 
p. 286. Those letters stand for “read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest”, the way we try to treat scripture and 
other treasures in Adult Forum. Give it a try!

The Vestry is now examining  
received suggestions for the future  
of St. James—answering a common 
set of questions for each. How would 
it affect our governance and budget? 
Do we have the person-power to 
make it work? What special resources 
would we need and where would  
they come from? What timeline 
would it require? And, most  
important, how would it serve  
St. James’ long-standing mission:  
A community growing in Christ,  
called to worship, learn and serve?  
To lend your ideas to the process—
contact lead-persons as follows: 

The 3-Church Initiative
The 3-Church Initiative explores  
the notion of sharing space and  
possibly education and service  
activities with Lake Nokomis  
Lutheran Church and Living 
Table United Church of Christ.  
Fr. William, wheisley@mac.com; 
Jeanne LaBore, JeannelaBore@gmail.
com; and Stacey Athorn, stacey.
athorn@icloud.com are on the  
exploratory committee. They’re  
looking for a 4th team-member. 
Maybe you? Let them know. 

Collaboration with  
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
Collaboration with St. Luke’s  
Episcopal Church is an embryonic idea 
that Fr. William and Fr. Lee Domenick 
of St. Luke’s (4557 Colfax Avenue S.) 
might explore. To help, contact  
Fr. William, wheisley@mac.com. 

Two scenarios
Two scenarios would reconfigure  
our building: (a) to re-occupy Chapel 
Hall and rent the Sanctuary and west 
offices to Mandala, or (b) conversely, 
to occupy the Sanctuary and other  
portions of our western property  
and sell (maybe to Mandala?) the  
Education Wing and Chapel Hall. To 
help think these through, contact Kerry 
Nelson, kerry1316@charter.net or Pat 
Morley, kedpam@gmail.com. 

Other Options
Yet another option is to dissolve the 
parish: to sell our building, liquidize 
our assets, and donate the proceeds to 
endow organizations important to us: 
e.g. First Nations Kitchen, Minnehaha 
Food Shelf, Haiti’s Bonne Nouvelle 
Episcopal Church, etc. I’m taking  

leadership on this idea and welcome 
your help olson248@gmail.com.  

Directly related to dissolution of the 
parish would be how we’d continue 
our community. Maybe in a store 
front or coffee shop? Karen Alexander, 
generalanna68@gmail.com is looking 
for creative ideas. Maybe from you? 

Finally, we need to know the viabil-
ity of maintaining the status quo. To 
be frank, no vestry members have yet 
volunteered to lead this exploration. 
But if you’re interested in mapping 
the implications, please let me know 
olson248@gmail.com. 

Does all this sound scary? Well yes, 
in a way. 

But there’s no reason why it needs 
to. Beginning in 1988, three genera-
tions of my family have been at  
St. James, and, especially throughout 
the past five years, I’ve been energized 
by the willingness of this community 
to look reality squarely in the eye. I 
love being part of the process to find 
the best way to use all that we are— 
all that we have—to serving our  
community and our world. 

Reactions? Questions? Wonder-
ments? Whatever? Please shoot me an 
email at olson248@gmail.com.
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Finding faith in the worst of luck
From the Junior Warden Pat Morley

Well, there is no doubt that this is the 
most interesting and in-depth Junior 
Warden report I have every submit-
ted throughout all my stints as Junior 
Warden (and Senior Warden for that 
matter). 

On Wednesday, March 13, 2019 St. 
James experienced a monumental sewer 
back-up that left about 97% of the base-
ment areas under both Chapel Hall and 
the Main Church under 2-4" of raw 
sewage. Sewage poured into the areas 
from floor drains and toilets for over 2 
hours at an astounding clip. Needless to 
say the damage left behind when the City 
of Minneapolis sewer personnel finally 
located the blockage two blocks to the 
east and cleared it, was extensive. Before 
describing that I want to say that the 
following week after the incident there 
was a flurry of action from many people: 
myself, Ruth Anne Olson, Beth Harvey, 
Louise Robinson, Neal Cuthbert, Liz 
Athorn, Tony Morley, William Heisley, 
Louis Hoffman, Jeanne LaBore, John 
Heintz, and Ted Gerold, to name a few. If 
I’ve missed someone, let me know. 

While this was a bad moment for St. 
James it was even worse for our tenant 
Mandala Montessori as many of their 
supplies are stored in the basement. 
They have filed a claim with their insur-

Decisions about rebuilding 
lie in the future

while painful,  
has led me to gratitude.

ance company, and we are making every 
effort to assist them in keeping their 
school open and running.  

The fall out:  
We are in the process of determining 

what is salvageable at the time of this 
writing but suffice it to say, most items 
will be lost. St. James has insurance but 
it is not infinite, and we are working 
with The City of Minneapolis, Church 
Insurance Agency, and a clean-up 
contractor to settle our claims. There 
is strong likelihood that will involve 
asbestos abatement procedures which 
are necessarily meticulous and slow. 
We have contacted Episcopal Church 
of Minnesota to inform them of the 
incident and, if necessary, ask for their 
involvement should it be needed as we 
pursue our claim against the City. 

stress, particularly when it is so clear 
there is no place to lay blame or 
responsibility for the bad luck except 
on God. Yet even pointing at God and 
asking “why us?” seems inadequate. 
“Why not us?” is probably the better 
question, not because we’re deserving 
of some special retribution from God 
for some specific evil we are knowingly 
or unknowingly committing, but be-
cause we are part of humanity and bad 
things happen to good people every-
where and every day. Just the way it is.  

So this “unmitigated disaster” has 
helped me understand the depth of 
acceptance of God required to live our 
lives in faith on a daily basis. It helps 
too to push me to quickly and readily 
empathize with people I don’t know at 
all, living in places like Nebraska and 
Iowa experiencing feet, not inches, of 
water in their basements and fields, and 
of our friends in Haiti who worship in 
a church with a tarp roof and makeshift 
walls and no basement at all, just a slab 
foundation. So ultimately, this problem, 

Decisions about rebuilding lie in the 
future. 

While I initially described this as “an 
unmitigated disaster” it has spurred 
me to reflect on how my faith is tested 
in times of incredible and sustained 

while painful, has led me to gratitude. 
Like any wounding it will take some 

time to heal; but we will heal and 
have stories for future congregations 
to listen to in grateful awe (since they 
weren’t there for it). 

In the coming weeks there will be a 
lot of activity at church with regard to 
repairs, all of it downstairs and all of 
it during the week so we do not expect 
Sunday services to be disrupted. Every-
one will be updated regularly. 

“And the Lord restored Job’s losses when 
he prayed for his friends.”  

– Job 42-10 
Peace be with you.

May Epistle
Submission Deadline: April 26
Send submissions to  
Ruth Anne Olson  
olson248@gmail.com
Publication Date: May 1

Comments or suggestions  
are always welcome:
Content: Ruth Anne Olson         
Design & Publication:  
Beth Harvey
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From the Treasurer Tony Morley
 

Financial Report: February 28, 2019
Two months into the year,  
St. James pledge payments 
were somewhat below budget, 
but non-pledge income was well 
above budget. Total expenses 
were above budget too, mostly 
due to property and utility costs. 
Nevertheless, thanks to prepaid 
pledges, we ended the month 
with an operating surplus, close 
to expectations for this time 
of year. Here are the numbers 
through February: 

YTD Budget YTD Actual over / (under)

Pledged Income 39,323 37,701 (1,622)

Other Income 7,874 11,673 3,799

Total Income 47,197 49,374 2,177

 Expenses 36,296 39,747 (3,451)

Net 10,901 9,627 (1,274)

Non-budget Restricted Funds: Non-budget restricted balances on  
February 28 totaled $16,595, as follows: Mary Anderson Better Space $1,674; 
Piotrowski-Music $693; Piotrowski-Altar $1,754; Haiti $8,446; Tri-Faith $3,882; 
Priest’s Discretion $146.

By Tony Morley 

Like most small congregations,  
St. James both needs and cannot 

afford an independent financial  
audit. The need is that parishio-
ners should receive professional 
assurance that their money is 
being responsibly handled. Also, 

canon law requires it every year. 
The unaffordability is obvious:  
audits are a lot of work, and  
auditors are expensive.

So in place of a full-blown  
professional audit, the Diocese 

of Minnesota (ECMN) offers a 
yearly Audit Day as a practical 

alternative for congregations 
with simple finances. On Audit 
Day volunteers from two con-
gregations audit each other by 

professional guidelines and with 
professional guidance from 
ECMN financial staff.

Audit Day this year was 
March 23.  As Treasurer I 
went that Saturday morn-

ing with Cliff Athorn and 
John Heintz, members of our 

Finance Committee. At ECMN we 
were paired with three financial 
volunteers from St. Anne’s, Sun 
Fish Lake. The six of us spent 
three hours looking at each others’ 
church records, quizzing each other 
about documents and procedures, 
sampling Sunday collection counts, 
bank deposits, bills, checks, bank 
statements, payroll taxes, reim-
bursement requests and even 
Vestry minutes.

Our team made recommenda-
tions to St. Anne’s; we brought 
home their suggestions for our own 
improvement. The checklists and 
paperwork go to the Vestry and the 
ECMN files. Next year we’ll report 
on whether we followed the other 
team’s advice.

Were there problems uncov-
ered? Of course. Some record-
keeping we need to improve; some 
safeguards against unauthorized 
spending we need to tighten. But 
can you rest assured no one’s 
pilfering your pledge? We and the 
Audit Day say Yes; but really you 
should ask your Vestry.

Mutual help checking church numbers
The Audacity of Audits
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As tulmult persists
Onè! Respe! (Honor! Respect!)

By Sue Maas, on behalf of  
the St. James Haiti Committee

After a series of demonstrations in  
Haiti this past fall and winter – in 
which citizens protested the skyrock-
eting cost of living and called for the 
President Jovenel Moise to resign –  
tumult persists. Economic woes are  
hitting every corner of the country, 
with an inflation rate that’s currently 
over 15 percent. Bonne Nouvelle School 
Principal Louis Noncent reports that 
“people who could stand up on their 
own, now cannot. People are hungry.” 

As this issue of the Epistle goes to 
press, the St. James Haiti Committee is 
prepping for our monthly phone call 

10-year mark in our partnership with 
the parish of Bonne Nouvelle. Watch 
for your annual letter from the Haiti 
Committee, and listen for special an-
nouncements on May 5, 12, and 19.  As 
we reflect on a decade of mutual friend-
ship, learning, support, and solidarity 
in May, we’ll be asking you to make or 
renew your financial commitment to 
this one-of-a-kind endeavor. 

Please consider the United Nations 
Millennium Development Goals sug-
gestion of giving 7/10 of 1% of your 
yearly income – but also know that 
whatever your household can give, it 
will truly make a difference. And please, 
plan to join us for birthday cake after 
the 10:30 liturgy on May 19!

(April 1) with our partners in Bigonet. 
We hope to learn more about whether 
and how daily life for our Bonne  
Nouvelle friends has been affected, and 
what we might do to help. In the mean-
time, please keep them in your prayers.

And we continue to work toward an 
autumn visit from four of our partners. 
We are fervently hoping that unlike last 
time, our friends’ travel visas will be 
approved. Committee member Louise 
Robinson is hard at work pulling to-
gether letters, of support, travelers’ bios, 
and other supporting documents with 
the goal of bringing our friends to  
Minneapolis in October.

Finally: get ready for a birthday party! 
Next month we’ll be celebrating the 

By Urve Daigle

There are many changes going on at 
St. James. Recently Neal Cuthbert has 
enriched the Gallery space by curating 
a new exhibit of photographs united 
under the theme of crosses. I have 
enjoyed looking at these new pictures 
for a few Sundays now.

My favorite is a photograph of a 
field of pink flamingos with the shadow 
of an airplane in the shape of a cross 
floating above the birds. It is not only 
pleasant to look at, but amazing to 
think about because I have never seen 
such an expanse of pink birds so close 
together, totally covering the ground. I 
cannot imagine ever actually seeing it 
in real life.

A view of the dark interior of a 
church in Japan is another photo that 
has caused me to stop to look and 
think. It is an austere, plain space il-
luminated by one vertical thin window 
line and one horizontal thin window 
line, a cross, floor to ceiling and side 

Photographic images of the cross
Art in Review

wall to side wall, a square wall at the 
front of the church sanctuary. I have 
stood in front of that picture, trying 
to imagine how it would feel to be in 
this space. Calm? Comforting? Dark, 
foreboding? How would soul talk to 
me in that space? 

Both photos have a cross as a 
focus, one a dark shadow over a pink 
light-filled ground, the other a light 
cross illuminating a dark enclosed 
space. In fact the unifying feature of 
all the photos in this exhibit is the 
cross shape. The invitation is to look 

and contemplate our own reactions to 
the photos and what the cross means 
to us as we spend time in the Gallery.

Thanks to Neal for contributing his 
time, experience, interests and skills 
to create this exhibit. 
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Abrahamic Tri-Faith Center Exploration
Friends at Friday prayers
By Louise Robinson 
For more than a year, St. Jamesians have volunteered  
at the food shelf at the At Taqwa Mosque in St. Paul,  
a lovely outgrowth of our Abrahamic Tri-Faith initiative. 
Following the tragedy in a mosque in New Zealand in 
mid-March, we were invited to join them for prayers on 
Friday, March 22. Neal and I, along with Ruth Anne Olson, 
were fortunate to be able to accept that invitation.

It was the first time Neal and I had been to the Mosque, 
located in a building that appears more business than 
worship. Unsure where to enter, we were happy to cross 
paths with a mosque-member parking next to us who 
directed us to the front door with a large, welcoming 
smile on his face. We were immediately introduced to 
other members, directed to their equivalent of our Gallery 
Space and offered coffee and a place to sit while we waited 
for prayers to begin. While there, we met members of a  
St. Paul church who would be standing outside the 
mosque during the service brandishing signs of love and 
unity—an external, political expression of support. The 
three of us of St. James would remain inside, providing a 
more intimate, personal form of support.

When the time came, Imam Elfallah gave us a  
choice of how to participate. Neal sat outside the men’s 
worship area, watching from a discreet distance. Men 
moved about, including through the hallway where he  
sat, greeting him warmly with smiles and handshakes—
several thanking him for showing support.

Ruth Anne and I joined the women in their prayer 
space. We first listened to the Imam’s sermon, all in  
Arabic. When the time for prayers came, the women 
gathered to stand shoulder to shoulder in two lines,  
Ruth Anne and I included, and proceeded to go through 
a series of movements —bowing, kneeling, praying— 
in unison with one another. It was a very powerful  
moment to share simple movement in very close  
proximity and in complete unison. As prayers ended,  
several of the older women turned to us with broad, 
bright smiles and through interpreters (the younger 
women) thanked us warmly for joining them.

It was all so simple, and all very moving.

Leeban, Imam Elfallah and Ruth Anne

Neal and Louise at At-Taqwa
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Sunday Schedule
      8:00 am  Worship: Nave
      8:45 am  Coffee & Conversation: Gallery
      9:30 am  Adult Forum: Gallery
    10:00 am  Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room
    10:15 am   PrayGround for kids and youth of all ages: 

Sanctuary
    10:30 am  Worship: Sanctuary
    11:45 am  Coffee & Conversation: Gallery

4/3 6:30 pm Evening Prayer: Sanctuary 
 7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal: Sanctuary

4/7 See Sunday Schedule

4/9 7:00 pm Vestry Meeting, Gallery

What’s Coming Up?
April 2019

4/10 6:30 pm Stations of the Cross: Sanctuary 
 7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal: Sanctuary

4/14 See Sunday Schedule 
 Palm Sunday (No Adult Forum)

4/15 4:30 pm  3-Church Initiative Planning:  
Lake Nokomis Lutheran

4/17 7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal: Sanctuary

4/18 7:00 pm Maundy Thursday: Sanctuary

4/19 Noon Good Friday: Sanctuary 
 7:00 pm Good Friday: Sanctuary

4/20 11:15 am   Food Shelf, At-Taqwa Mosque,  
1608 Como Avenue, St. Paul  
(Info: olson248@gmail.com)

4/21  See Sunday Schedule 
Easter Sunday (No Adult Forum)

4/24 7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal: Sanctuary

4/27 10:00 am Building Work Day: Gather in the Gallery

4/28 See Sunday Schedule
 1:30 pm  Laughing Waters Friends Meeting: Gallery


