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For the good of  
the Church in the world

From Fr. William Heisley

I’ve been fascinated to learn during our three 
recent Sunday morning discussions about 
the transition that we have some misunder-
standings among us about property issues in 
the Episcopal Church. First, I need to note 
that our denomination’s name is Episcopal 
for a reason. The word episcopal comes to us 
from Greek (episkopos = overseer) through 
Latin (episcopus = bishop) through French 
and Late Latin to the late Middle English 
episcopal. The name indicates that the 
Church that we love so much adheres to an 
episcopal form of church governance, that is, 
governance by bishops.

Phew. Did you follow that? The bottom 
line is, well, the bottom line. We are governed 
by our bishops. We are thus hierarchical. 
That means that the power lies for us in  

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and in 
ECMN Bishop Brian Prior. Insofar as they 
approve of a thing, it is approved. Insofar 
as they do not, it is not. Sidebar: it is also 
fascinating to me that, in the many conver-
sations I’ve had with priests from around 
the Twin Cities lately I’ve often heard stories 
about a priest asking the Bishop’s permis-
sion to do something a bit…off center…
and the Bishop’s response is, “Don’t tell me. 
Just do it.”

Continued on page 2

Insofar as they approve of a 
thing, it is approved. Insofar 

as they do not, it is not.

Sunday, September 15

Big Things Happening
9:45 am

By-Law Amendment to Permit Absentee Ballots
Collect Straw Polls

10:00 am & again during coffee hour
Peace Flags Painting
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That puts an interesting spin on the 
hierarchy of our Church. I’ve learned 
through all of this that while bishops 
hold the power, good bishops are 
eager to give it away to the people they 
care for, the sheep they tend, us. They 
want us to form and be formed by our 
Beloved Community, the Church of 
Jesus Christ. They want us to un-
derstand that each and every person 
is loved and is of the highest, equal 
value in the eyes and the heart of God 
and should be the same to and for us. 
Beloved, every one of us, every one of 
them.

The longing for the wholeness of a 
grace-filled Church across the nation 
and across our state is about all that 
we are as a faith community. Theol-
ogy and ecclesiology shape the way we 
look at and manage temporal things, 

For the good of  
the Church in the world
Continued from page 1

… living up to their vows 
to tend to the entire 

Church as best they can

else our theology and ecclesiology are 
shams. 

People have often posed questions 
at St. James this summer about what 
would happen to our worldly goods 
as a congregation if we were to depart 
from the Parkway. In our conversations 
with Bishop Prior and the Trustees of 
ECMN (the committee that manages 
properties) we have learned that we 
hold all that we have, both real and 
financial, in trust for ECMN who is to 
some extent personified in the bishop. 
This means that the bishop along with 
the Trustees, which he chairs, will de-
cide what will become of our things.

Here’s the most important point: 
they do this not out of greed or any 
other impulse short of living up to 
their vows to tend to the entire Church 
as best they can. If we were to consoli-
date with another faith community 
they might very well want to support 
us into the future by sending along 
our financial resources. If they see 
that there is a greater need elsewhere 

they would have the option of sending 
resources in that direction.

It is all for the greater good of the 
Church, the Body of Jesus Christ in the 
world. I know that this might taste like 
a somewhat bitter pill, but we need to 
understand that our resources are sim-
ply tools and that, since the Church has 
few of these tools, they need to be very 
carefully used so that they will bring 
the greatness glory to God. 

Thus, no matter what becomes of 
all that God has endowed us with, it 
will be used in the best way humanly 
possible at the direction and with the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

What could be better than that, 
Dear Christian?

By Neal Cuthbert and Louise Robinson

Please join us in the Gallery on Sunday, September 
15th, at 10 am and again during coffee hour, for our  
annual all-ages Peace Flag-making extravaganza. 

Tibetans offer prayers and mantras of prayer flags, 
blown by the wind to spread good will and compassion 
into all pervading space. Similarly, we offer our Peace 
Flags to spread our prayers for peace throughout the 
neighborhood and into the larger world in which we live.

Over the years we have decorated the Chancel area, 
the entryway, and the boulevard — our ‘face’ to the 
community. We’ve given them to families at baptisms, 
presented them to partner churches in Haiti, Hovland 
and St. Paul. Check out their photos on our website 

Peace Flag Sunday:  
September 15th

and pew cards. We’ve even sold strands at the annual 
Episcopal Convention.

It’s a great tradition that is uniquely ours. We hope 
you can join us, and paint on one, two, or more flags. 
They come in a range of colors, and are printed with  
various symbols that mean peace in a variety of  
languages and cultures. No RSVP’s required—just  
join in the fun!
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Lots of thank you’s this month:
•  First, to all the parishioners who 

attended our last informal conversa-
tion on August 18th. We had about 
30 people and great participation.  
Lots of good questions, comments, 
suggestions.

•  To Mary Nease for facilitating all 
three conversations.

•  To Louise Robinson, Rebecca  
Hamblin and Greg Fedio for 
volunteering to do some research 
for the Transition Working Group 
regarding past ECMN dissolutions/
mergers.

•  To Vince Nelson for vacuuming 
up 450 gallons of water that leaked 
into the basement over a 48-hour 
period.

•  To Max Athorn, Jeanne LeBore,  
Ted Gerold, Katie Mytty and Ruth 
Anne Olson for all their work on 
the Transition Working Group.

Lots of thanks—and looking to 9/15
From Senior Warden Kerry Nelson

I continue to be amazed at what  
St. James accomplishes on a  
weekly basis.

Our next Parish Meeting will be on 
September 15th at 9:45 am. This will 
be a short but very important meeting. 
We have two important tasks to ac-
complish at the meeting. First, all straw 
polls will be turned in that day. Each 
parishioner will have the opportunity 
to complete one ahead of time or on 
that day. The polls and information 
will be sent to each parishioner and the 
Transition Working Group would like 
to have as many completed as possible 
to provide them with the information 
needed to plan for the future of  
St. James.

The second task for the Parish 
Meeting is to vote on a bylaw amend-
ment. This amendment will allow the 
Parish to accept absentee ballots. The 
Vestry feels that this is important in 

order to give all Parishioners a say in 
the future of St. James. We will vote on 
this only if the amendment to ECMN 
Canon Law is approved at the conven-
tion on September 14th. Only Mem-
bers as posted on the Action Wall can 
qualify to vote on the bylaw amend-
ment. Please make sure your name is 
on the list. If it’s not and you think 
it should be, check with Fr. William,  
wheisley@mac.com or Beth Harvey, 
stjamesotp@comcast.net.

As defined in our Bylaws, a  
Qualified Voter is “each member  
who is at least 16 years old … who  
has received Holy Communion in  
the church at least three times in  
the preceding year.”  Passage of the 
amendment requires a two-thirds vote 
of all Qualified Voters present and vot-
ing at the meeting where the vote  
is taken.

From the Treasurer John Heintz

Financial Report: July 31, 2019
Through July, pledge payments 
and other income were both 
below budget, partially offset 
by expenses also slightly lower 
than budget. The net result was 
an operating deficit of about 
$11,250, about $3,100 worse 
than budgeted. Seasonal correc-
tions, a pending special dona-
tion and added payments from 
the Dahl endowment should 
get us back on track to meet 
our income expectations as we 
move into the fall.  Conversely, 
the pending furnace replace-
ment will worsen the outlook on 
the expense side of the ledger. It 
looks likely that our cash re-
serves to cover a deficit will be 

YTD Budget YTD Actual over / (under)

Pledged Income $78,931 $76,541 ($2,390)

Other Income $37,865 $35,054 ($2,811)

Total Income $116,796 $111,595 ($5,201)

 Expenses $124,970 $122,845 ($2,125)

Net ($8,174) ($11,250) ($3,076)

Non-budget Restricted Funds: Non-budgeted restricted balances on 
July 31 totaled $18,276, as follows: Mary Anderson Better Space $112; 
Piotrowski-Music $693; Piotrowski-Altar $1,754; Haiti $11,958; Tri-Faith 
$3,638; Priest’s Discretion $121.

further eroded by year-end. The best 
help will be for members to bring 

their pledges up to date. The budget 
summary follows below.



September 2019 The Epistle                                                                  54        The Epistle September 20194      The Epistle September 2019

Absentee Ballots at St. James? *

Proposed addition to the Bylaws of the  
Episcopal Church of St. James on the Parkway.

Qualified voters may vote either in  
person or by absentee ballot. An  
absentee ballot shall be valid only  
when it is cast in strict compliance  
with the procedure as follows:

(a)  Application. A Qualified Voter  
desiring to vote by absentee  
ballot shall apply to the parish  
office for such ballot no less  
than three (3) days prior to the  
meeting at which the vote is to  
be taken. Application may be  
made in person, in writing,  
by phone or by email.

(b)   Ballot Issuance. Such  
absentee ballot shall be issued  
to the Qualified Voter prior to the  
meeting. It shall be enclosed in  
a sealed envelope bearing the  
name of the Qualified Voter, marked  
by the Qualified Voter and returned  
to the parish office not later than the  
time of the meeting at which the vote  
is to be taken.

      (c)    The Rector or Presiding Officer shall maintain 
a list of Qualified Voters who have requested  
absentee ballots.

          (d)    Privacy Assurance. The returned 
ballot must be placed in a sealed 
envelope. The Qualified Voter 
must print his or her name on the 
outside of the envelope, but not 
on the ballot itself.

                                  (e)   Absentee ballots will be  
kept confidential and will 
be counted with all other 
ballots at the meeting at 
which the vote is taken.

               (f)  Absentee ballots received  
after the meeting at which  
the vote is taken are void.

              (g)  Noncompliance with  
Procedure. Any submitted 
absentee ballot that does not 
comply with this procedure will 
be deemed invalid and will not 
be counted.

*  Assuming ECMN amends Canon Law, at its annual convention on 
September 14.

Come cast your ballot:  
September 15, at 9:45 am

Bylaws of the Episcopal Church of St. James

Are you a member of St. James? 
Check-out the list on the Action Wall.
Article II. Section 1. “All persons who have received 
the sacrament of Holy Baptism with water in the Name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
whether in this church or in another Christian Church, 
and whose Baptisms have been duly recorded in this 
congregation, are members thereof.”

That’s the way our bylaws define membership. And to 
make sure we’re in compliance we’ve been checking  
to make sure all is in order. A list of members is posted 
on the Action Wall in the Narthex. Take a look, and  
let us know if you think it’s wrong. Fr. William,   
wheisley@mac.com or Beth Harvey, stjamesotp@ 
comcast.net.
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By Ruth Anne Olson, Transition Coordinator

When the time comes that the St. James 
sanctuary stays dark on Sunday morn-
ing, every one of us will choose where 
we will worship. In preparation, each of 
us is, even now, looking at our own cir-
cumstances, is discerning what’s best for 
ourselves and our families. So why don’t 
we each just go where we want? Why are 
we fussing around about joining some-
how with another Episcopal Church?

The answer: because the purpose of 
that “fussing” would be to establish a 
formal agreement that makes room for 
the culture of St. James — in gover-
nance and liturgical traditions — in 
fashioning education and service activi-
ties — in shaping partnerships such 
as St. James relationships with Bonne 
Nouvelle, Minnehaha Food Shelf and 
the like. In addition, only in the con-
text of a formal up-front arrangement 
will St. James maintain influence over 
ECMN’s disposition of our assets — 
potentially endowing our partners and 
strengthening their futures beyond the 
life of our building. 

That’s different from what might 
emerge if some significant number of 
people from St. James decides to join 
a particular Episcopal Church — and, 
once there, possibly to wield the power 
of their numbers to influence activi-
ties already strong and established. One 
approach is not better than the other … 
but they are different from one another. 

Within days you’ll receive informa-
tion about Episcopal churches who’ve 
told us they’re interested in being part 
of our exploration for a formally-de-
fined shared future. You’ll also receive a 
straw poll, asking the likelihood of your 
attending any of them if St. James does 
work out a collective relationship with 
one. Based on the results of the poll, the 
Transition Working Group will recom-
mend to the vestry whether to delve 

Transitions

Choices: individual and collective

more-deeply into a formal collective 
decision with one or more of those 
parishes. 

Importantly, even if St. James does 
develop an up-front “merger” arrange-
ment, all members of St. James will re-
tain their right, ultimately, to go where 
they choose.

In the meantime, Karen Alexander 
and Jeanne LaBore are exploring a 
future for St. James in “alternative sites” 
such as a storefront or community cen-
ter. Greg Fedio, Rebecca Hamblin and 
Louise Robinson are finding out what 
we might learn from other metro-area 
Episcopal churches that have recently 
closed. And William is staying in touch 
with ECMN staff and trustees to make 
sure they’re in-the-loop.

So, there’s a lot going on. Personally, 
I delight in hearing the conversations 
of people checking out churches near-
est their homes or which have other 
special attractions to their families. I 
relish the energy of people exploring 
ways that might keep some numbers  
of us together. It’s all lively; it’s all 
important.

Transition Working Group: Congregational 
reps are Max Athorn and Ted Gerold. Vestry 
reps are Jeanne LaBore and Katie Mytty.

Straw poll. 
To see which way the wind is blowing,  

toss some straw into the air. 

An unofficial vote to discover what people 
think about an idea or how they might act 

under a particular circumstance. Often  
taken to see if there is enough support for 
an idea to devote more time to the issue. 

October  
Epistle
Submission Deadline:  
September 25

Send submissions to:  
Ruth Anne Olson  
olson248@gmail.com

Publication Date:  
October 1

Comments or suggestions 
are always welcome:

Content: Ruth Anne Olson         

Design & Publication:  
Beth Harvey
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Service

Transitions and opportunities
By Anne Scheible

Transitions – For many years,  
St. James has supported several 
community service projects in South 
Minneapolis – First Nations Kitchen, 
Minnehaha Food Shelf, Families  
Moving Forward and Simpson  
Housing Services. As we transition 
into a new phase, please keep these 
programs in mind. Even though our 
situation is changing, the people  
we have served over the years will  
continue to need our help.

First Nations Kitchen – First  
Nations Kitchen serves a community 
meal at All Saints Indian Episcopal 
Church at 3044 Longfellow Ave. S.  
on Sunday evenings. St. James and  
St. Christopher’s will be hosting on 
September 8. There are volunteer  
opportunities for the Prep and  
Set-up Shift from 1:30 – 4:00 pm  

and the Serving and Clean-up 
Shift from 5:00 – 7:30 pm A sign-up 
sheet is on the Action Wall or you  
can contact Anne Scheible at  
annebillscheible@gmail.com.  
Save the dates: We host on  
Sunday, September 8 and again 
on Sunday, October 27.

Simpson House – Last month we 
provided school supplies to three 
students for this upcoming school 
year. Thank you for your generous 
donations!!!

Minnehaha Food Shelf – Watch for 
information about the Fall Food Drive 
in September. Also, the Minnehaha 
Food Shelf has been working on its 
new communication plan which will 
help you stay informed of food shelf 
news and will incorporate ways to 
donate to the food shelf on line.  
St. James has supported the  

Minnehaha Food Shelf for many  
years and this new communication 
plan will allow our church members  
to stay connected.

Giving Garden – The Giving  
Garden has already produced over 
250 lbs. of fresh produce. The bulk 
of the deliveries have gone to the  
Minnehaha Food Shelf with smaller 
deliveries going to the Riverview 
Senior Apartments and Every Third 
Saturday. The Giving Garden’s next 
work day is Saturday, September 
14. New volunteers are always ap-
preciated. We usually start at about 
9:00 am and work for about 3 hours. 

Families Moving Forward –  
St. James helped Lake Nokomis 
Lutheran host two families in  
August for Beacon’s Families  
Moving Forward Program. A big 
thanks to all of the volunteers.
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Piti piti.
Onè! Respe! (Honor! Respect!)

By Ruth Anne Olson, on behalf of  
the St. James Haiti Committee

Piti piti zwazo fè nich. Little by little, 
the bird builds its nest.

When I first heard this Haitian  
proverb, I thought immediately of our 
own saying, “One step at a time.” But 
eleven years of friendship with the 
people of Bonne Nouvelle has taught 
me, and many of us at St. James, that  
it means more than that. A lot more 
than that.
•  Good things take time, with hard 

work, diligence, and patience.
•  Life is built of pieces. We find  

them one by one. We weave them 
together with precision and care.
Last winter, St. James Haiti  

Committee and leaders of Bonne  
Nouvelle spent months writing a  
grant proposal to United Thank  
Offering. We’d hoped for $80,000 for 
materials and labor to, finally, replace 
Bonne Nouvelle’s church destroyed 
by earthquake in 2010. UTO staff was 
super-encouraging until—due to a 
bureaucratic blunder in the Diocese of 
Haiti—our proposal was disqualified 
from competition.  Arrrrgghhhh! 

But while several of us at St. James 
indulged in expressions of frustration, 
disappointment, even a little anger—
our friends in Bigonet, without  
visible hope of a single dime to pay  
for anything, set to work. They blessed 
the site, broke ground and enlisted 
church members to carry foundation 
rocks from the nearby river.

Eventually, our St. James Haiti Fund 
came up with $1,000 or so. Soon our 
partners of Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Hovland, raised another $1,000. Then, 
our vestry voted to cash-out $3,008  
that St. James had long-ago invested 
in Kiva … now lying unused for many 
months … and transfer it to the Haiti 

Fund. To us, it’s like a mere pittance 
next to what we’d hoped to get from 
UTO. But to our friends in Haiti, it gave 
an enormous jolt of energy and hope. 
And construction began. They’ve dug 
huge holes, set rebar, built part of one 
wall and, yes, moved many more rocks.

The latest twist involves skilled 
workers in Hovland who’ve volunteered 
to go to Bigonet in the spring—to  
take direction from our Haitian friends 
and help with construction. Our  
own Haiti Committee is wondering 
who from St. James might go along. 
And we’re hoping an application  
to Minnesota’s Episcopal Mission  
Innovative Partnership program—
maybe yielding $5,000—will provide 
the construction materials while  
Minnesotans are there.

Do you want to be part of that trip? 
Do you have ideas of how we might 
raise a little money to buy bags of  
cement and tiles for the floor, plywood 
and metal for the roof, or food to  
provide lunches for volunteer  
workers—Minnesotan and Haitian?

Piti piti zwazo fè nich. Get busy,  
with whatever you have at hand. Big 
hopes are one thing, but mainly life is 
just plain hard work. 

When Bonne Nouvelle’s Louis  
Noncent sends us photos of church 
members carrying rock and digging 
holes to build their new church, it’s 
hard not to reflect on St. James own 
hard tasks of deciding when, how  
and where to say goodbye to our  
own beautiful building. The contrast 
sometimes gives me chills of wonder. 

Piti piti zwazo fè nich. Bonne  
Nouvelle fashions a new building.  
St. James fashions a new … A new 
what? We don’t know. But with hard 
work, precision and care, we move 
forward.
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Sunday Schedule
      8:00 am  Worship: Sanctuary
      9:00 am  Coffee & Conversation: Gallery
    10:15 am   PrayGround for kids and youth of all ages: 

Sanctuary
    10:30 am  Worship: Sanctuary
    11:45 am  Coffee & Conversation: Gallery

What’s Coming Up?
September 2019

9/1 See Sunday Schedule

9/8 See Sunday Schedule

9/10 7:00 pm Vestry Meeting, Gallery
 7:00 pm Haiti Committee Meeting, Office

9/15 See Sunday Schedule
 9:45 am     All Parish Meeting – Straw Polls Due, 

Church
 10:00 am   Peace Flag Day: Gallery

9/19 6:30 pm  Yarn Crafters, Gallery  
(Info: Debbier582002@yahoo.com)

9/22 See Sunday Schedule
 1:30 pm  Laughing Waters Friends Meeting: Gallery

9/28 10:00 am  Building Work Day: Gather in the Gallery

9/29 See Sunday Schedule


