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Wednesday, March 6th 
Noon and 7:00 pm 

Spring-cleaning used to be an an-
nual ritual in the homes of people 
across the United States, and probably 
anywhere that winters are cold. Houses 
that were long closed up were opened 
to the softer, warmer breezes of the 
new season. Trash, broken items, worn 
out things were sorted and bid good 
riddance. Surfaces were dusted and 
mopped and polished. Draperies and 
upholstery were cleaned. And a new 
fresh light, clear at noon and misty at 

Lent approaches fast

night, filled homes with the hope of 
nature awakening. 

The custom of spring housecleaning 
has broadly fallen into disuse as fewer 

From Fr. William Heisley

Continued on page 2

… new fresh light  
… filled homes with hope

Ash Wednesday  
Services

and fewer families have a stay-at-home 
person to spend the hours that it takes. 
Spring, the season for freshness and 
newness has become spring, the season 
of allergies and graduations, the season 
of hope for a less stressful summer 
season. Seasonal customs may have 
changed, but spring is still very much 
a part of our lives here in northern 
climes.

The same is true in the Church. Lent 
means spring. Lent is the Church’s 
springtime. It used to be that Lent was 
a profoundly holy season in the life 
of the Church and it shaped the daily 
lives of the faithful. As houses were 
examined for the detritus of the winter 
and as the household was made over in 
a new, fresh way, so were people. Self-
examination would call forth all of the 
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The huge variety of life
Continued from page 1

ways in which sins were committed and 
good was omitted. Confession would 
set these bits and pieces of the detritus 
of people’s spirits before the One Who 
Forgives, God Almighty. And new life 
would burst forth.

While we have lost spring house-
cleaning, and I guess that’s OK, we have 
largely lost spring self-cleaning and 
that’s not OK. You and I need the sea-
son of Lent to remind us that yet again, 
things have got away from us. Yet again 
we have gone too far, or not far enough. 
Yet again our lives are out of balance 
and we need to return to a spiritual 
equilibrium. We need a spiritual house-
cleaning.

I long for the goodness of the Lenten 
season, Pull quote 2  the emptying of 

that which would destroy us and the 
lightened burden of lives forgiven and 
renewed. I long for this to be your 
reality. I will be away from St. James 
for nearly three weeks in Lent. But I 
plan to live fully in the season as my 
husband, Victor, and I travel in north-

I long for the goodness of 
the Lenten season

Ash Wednesday: March 6
The Holy Eucharist at Noon and 7:00 pm

Wednesdays in Lent:  
March 13, 27, April 10: Stations of the Cross at 6:30 PM
March 20, April 3: Evening Prayer

Maundy Thursday: April 18
The Holy Eucharist at 7:00 pm

Good Friday: April 19
The Good Friday Rite at Noon and 7:00 pm

The Resurrection of Our Lord – Easter Sunday: April 21
The Holy Eucharist at 8:00 and 10:30 am

Laying a foundation for 2019
3-Church Initiative

The newly expanded committee to discuss the 
3-Church Initiative held its first meeting on Feb-ruary 
25. Since a majority of members had not served on the 
committee theretofore, considera-ble time was spent on 
introductions and discussion of the process undertaken 
to date by Living Table United Church of Christ, St. 
James, and Lake Nokomis Lutheran. 

The group talked about perceived advantages for 
congregations sharing space. Included were thoughts 
of building community among the three faith bodies, 

becoming a community center in a new and lively way in 
the heart of the neighborhood, and creating sustainabil-
ity for the partici-pating congregations. The discussion 
ended with the possibility of working with a specialist on 
the future of churches in the Twin Cities in order to put 
research and recommendations on a firm footing. 

The group will meet on the 3rd Monday of each 
month at 4:30 pm. St. James’ representatives are Stacey 
Athorn, Louis Hoffman, Jeanne LaBore, and Fr. Heisley.

ern Europe, the home of many of our 
Lenten customs. All will proceed at St. 
James as usual. So, I ask you to do this:

Make a new start this Lent. Examine 
yourself, seek forgiveness for the sins 
that you discover and for those about 

which you do not know, and give up 
any greed and selfish impulses that 
keep you from radiating the generos-
ity and love given to you, to us, in the 
abundance of Jesus our Savior.

All of this means: Worship! 
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Laying groundwork for 2020
From the Senior Warden Ruth Anne Olson

First I want to acknowledge how easy 
it is to take over as Sr. Warden when 
so much is already in-place from 
2018. Louis Hoffman’s leadership in 
many areas — especially creation of 
the Better Space Task Force and the 
PrayGround — has energized St. James 
immeasurably. So, too have previous 
vestry’s insights to adopt and carry 
forward the preliminary work of the 
3-Church Initiative. We can all be 
enormously grateful for the work that’s 
come before.

Which leads us to the obligation to 
continue to focus decisions in 2019 on 
our long-standing mission statement: 
A community growing in Christ, called 
to worship, learn and serve.

Here’s what’s happening.

First, we’re digging into the  
reality that within a handful  
of years, the ownership and  
management of St. James’  
property is likely to change.  
In February, Fr. William, Cliff Athorn 
and I met with staff and trustees of 
the Episcopal Church of Minnesota 
(ECMN). Our purpose was to help 
them understand the promise and 
complexity of our explorations, and to 

ask them to connect us with people 
and expertise to ease our way. It was a 
lively and exciting meeting; one could 
feel the energy that surrounds all of 
us at St. James seeping into the think-
ing of ECMN folks.

The practical outcomes: 
•  William (along with Louis Hoff-

man, Jeanne LaBore and Stacey 
Athorn) will continue to explore 
implications for our property 
within the 3-Church Initiative,

•  Cliff will work with ECMN trustees 
to explore the intentions behind 
our Dahl Oil Trust Endowment, 
and

•  I will explore opportunities if we 
choose to vacate some-or-all of our 
property and invest in the organi-
zations we currently support with 
our time and talents.

Second, we’re laying the  
groundwork for parish elections 
in 2020. To assure the legitimacy 
of each vote, Beth Harvey is pulling 
together a list of St. James mem-
bers. Soon we’ll be able to share that 
information broadly — to affirm that 
everyone entitled to vote is included. 

By Tony Morley

Adult Forum ends Epiphany March 3, with a special 
session on Christian meditation. Then the Forum enters 
Lent, starting March 10, with several sessions pondering 
heresy. 

Bhakti Ishaya will lead the meditation session from 
9:00 am (not 9:30 am) to 10:25 am on March 3. In a variety 
of denominational settings, Mr. Ishaya has taught medi-
tation for many years. It’s a powerful and positive prac-
tice, he emphasizes, for young and old alike. And easily 
learned. Don’t miss this meeting with a special guest.

First meditation; then heresies
Adult Forum

And in March, the vestry will consider 
whether to offer an amendment to EC-
MN’s Canons which forbid absentee 
ballots in parish elections. Somehow it 
seems a bit old-fashioned to think that 
only members physically able to get to 
church on a particular most-likely cold 
day next January can cast a vote about 
our future. Those same Canons define 
an amendment process, and ECMN 
staff has offered us practical advice 
should the vestry choose to move 
forward.

Do you want to work on any of this? 
Offer a word of encouragement? Or 
let us know your questions and maybe 
cause-for-concern? Send me an email 
olson248@gmail.com, and we’ll find 
time to talk. Or contact any member of 
the vestry (see below). Or come to any 
vestry meeting: the 2nd Tuesday  
of each month, 7 – 8:30 pm in the  
Gallery. It’s a fun group of people,  
doing hard work.   

(Vestry: Fr. William Heisley; Sr. Warden – 
Ruth Anne Olson; Jr. Warden – Pat Morley; 
Vestry members – Karen Alexander, Julie 
Brauninger, Jeanne LaBore, Jim Larson, 
Katie Mytty, and Kerry Nelson; Clerk –  
Brianna Broman; Treasurer – Tony Morley)

At the regular time on the following four Sundays, 
9:30-10:25 am, Adult Forum will get ready for Easter 
by giving up orthodoxy for Lent — sort of. In our 21st-
century way, we’ll ask the same questions that great 
heretics asked in centuries 2, 3 and 4. Will we accept the 
answers heard by them in their Adult Forums? Come join 
us and find out!

 March 10, 17, 24, and 31; in the Gallery, with  
coffee and usually something more. Discussion led by  
Fr. Heisley or Tony Morley.
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Financial Report: January 31, 2019
Financially, the first month of 
the new year was so-so for St. 
James. Pledge payments (includ-
ing prepaid pledges for 2019) 
were below budget, but not by 
much. Non-pledge income was 
below budget too, but also not by 
much. Total expenses were well 
above budget, mostly be-cause 
of roof repair above the corridor 
from Chapel Hall to the Education 
Wing. 

Nevertheless, thanks to 
prepaid pledges, we ended the 
month with an operating surplus. 
Ac-cording to budget, that will 
change to a deficit as the year 
goes on. Here are the numbers 
for January:

YTD Budget YTD Actual over / (under)

Pledged Income 31,071 30,144 (927)

Other Income 4,015 3,746 (269)

Total Income 35,086 33,890 (1,196)

 Expenses 19,547 23,142 3,595

Net 15,539 10,748 (4,791)

From the Treasurer Tony Morley

Non-budget Restricted Funds: The Haiti committee sent $1,790 in  
January for support of teacher salaries at Bonne Nouvelle School.  
Restricted-fund balances now total $16,318, as follows Mary Anderson Better 
Space $1,674; Piotrowski-Music $693; Piotrowski-Altar $1,754; Haiti $8,169; 
Tri-Faith $3,882; Priest’s Discretion $146.

By Anne Scheible

Minnesota has a program called 
HUNGER SOLUTIONS that helps 
connect hungry Minnesotans with 
food resources and supports Min-
nesota food shelves. 

They give one check annually 
to each food shelf based on how 
much money they raise during the 
March FoodShare Drive after bills 
are paid for the month. 

With your help, in 2018 we:
• served 230 new households,
•  distributed 227,381 pounds of 

food, and  

Volunteer Opportunities
Minnehaha Food Shelf

•  helped an average of 507 
clients a month: 25% of whom 
were children, 56% adults, and 
18% seniors (65+)

Please consider giving a donation 
to the Minnehaha Food Shelf dur-
ing the month of March to help us 
receive this extra money to support 
this needed program. Write your 
check to Minnehaha Food Shelf, 
put it in a yellow envelope, available 
from the usher’s table in the nar-
thex, and drop it in the offering plate 
anytime in March. Thanks so much.

“Photographic  
Images of  
the Cross” 

Curated by Neal Cuthbert —  
on the north wall of the Gallery.
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Cries for justice in Haiti
Onè! Respe! (Honor! Respect!)

By Ruth Anne Olson,  
St. James Haiti Committee

As I write this, we are witness to vio-
lent disruption of life for millions of 
people in Haiti, including our friends 
in Bigonet. Bonne Nouvelle’s priest 
Pèr Sonley Joseph and principal Louis 
Noncent have described the situation to 
us — speaking of people seeking fair-
ness and justice, “thugs” paid by outside 
influences to create violence, and the 
hardships for people desperately trying 
to hold onto stability for their commu-
nities and families.

In addition to these wrenching tales 
from our friends, stark evidence of the 
situation was highlighted on February 
14, when the U.S. Department of State 
ordered the departure from Haiti of all 
non-emergency personnel and their 
family members.

A recent Star Tribune article (Feb. 18) 
summarizes some of the facts behind 
the drama. “Haiti is facing a 15% infla-
tion rate, a huge budget deficit and 
free-falling domestic currency.” These 

worked since their original beautiful 
church was destroyed by the earthquake 
of 2010. Many of you will remember 
the little blue boxes of UTO a program 
that faded from St. James catalog of ser-
vice and justice more than a decade ago. 

So as we move toward spring, think 
good thoughts about our UTO grant 
proposal, pray for Haiti, and ponder 
ways that we all can reduce the waste of 
affluence in our lives.

United Thank Offering Blue Box  
and Bonne Nouvelle’s Church

statistics make Haiti’s prime minister’s 
pledge “to hold several discussions with 
the international community,” sound 
feeble and out of touch — especially 
against a backdrop of alleged misspend-
ing of nearly $2 billion from a Venezuela 
Petro-Carib discount oil program that 
was supposed to be invested in programs 
for the poor.

It’s helpful to connect all this to Sue 
Maas piece in St. James February Epistle 
summarizing some of the ways that our 
own lives lead to Haiti’s corruption and 
poverty.

In the meantime, St. James Haiti  
committee is busily completing  
a proposal to the United  
Thank Offering (UTO) in  
hopes of receiving money  
that would help build a new  
church and community center  
for Bonne Nouvelle to replace  
the jumble of salvaged materials  
in which they’ve worshiped and  
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Sunday Schedule
      8:00 am  Worship: Nave
      8:45 am  Coffee & Conversation: Gallery
      9:30 am  Adult Forum: Gallery
    10:00 am  Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room
    10:15 am   PrayGround for kids and youth of all ages: 

Sanctuary
    10:30 am  Worship: Sanctuary
    11:45 am  Coffee & Conversation: Gallery

3/3 See Sunday Schedule

3/6 Noon Ash Wednesday Holy Eucharist: Sanctuary
 7:00  pm Ash Wednesday Holy Eucharist: Sanctuary

3/10 See Sunday Schedule

3/12 7:00 pm Vestry Meeting, Gallery

3/13 6:30 pm Stations of the Cross: Sanctuary 
 7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal: Sanctuary

3/16 11:15 am   Food Shelf, At-Taqwa Mosque,  
1608 Como Avenue, St. Paul  
(Info: olson248@gmail.com)

3/17 See Sunday Schedule

319 7:00 pm Haiti Committee: Gallery

3/20 6:30  pm Evening Prayer: Sanctuary
 7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal: Sanctuary

3/21 6:30 pm  Yarn Crafters, Gallery  
(Info: Debbier582002@yahoo.com)

3/23 10:00 am Building Work Day: Gather in the Gallery

3/24 See Sunday Schedule
 1:30 pm  Laughing Waters Friends Meeting: Gallery

3/27 7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal: Sanctuary

3/31 See Sunday Schedule

What’s Coming Up?
March 2019

April Epistle Submission Deadline: March 27
Send submissions to  
Ruth Anne Olson  
olson248@gmail.com
Publication Date: April 1

Comments or suggestions  
are always welcome:
Content: Ruth Anne Olson         
Design & Publication:  
Beth Harvey


