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It’s so difficult not to be truly hu-
man. Not to resent. Not to fear. Not 
to shame, scold, disdain, and so many 
more negatives. But at the same time 
it’s so common for us, who are weak 
human beings, to have these feel-
ings. We hear, we read, that nega-
tive feelings do much more harm to 
the person who harbors them than 
to anyone else. They serve no good 
purpose. Yet, we have them. At times 
such as these people on every side of 
whatever aisle you might be sitting on 
seem to have them in florid prolifera-
tion.

I could enumerate them at length. 
Believe me, I could. But for your 
sake, I will not. I will only say that I, 
too, have them regarding our society, 
our culture, our Church, our world. 
I don’t think that’s going too far. It’s 
only a reality.

This summer I’ve been reading a 
lot. It’s my favorite form of exercise.  
I’m halfway through a scholarly work 
on the archaeology and history of 
Jerusalem. It’s a real plod. But it also 
reminds me over and over of the 
bloody, brutal history of the so-called 
Holy City. Across time it has been a 
locus of unrest, violence, outright 
war, hunger, intrigue, and more.

In my daily devotions I’m reading 
regularly about some of those things 
in 2 Samuel and 1 Kings. It’s abso-
lutely embarrassing to know that the 
horrors of the ancient world visited 
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by one warlord upon another, by one 
people upon another, are categorized 
as holy writ. I leave my devotional 
time feeling like there is nothing new 
in the world, including salvation from 
destruction and mayhem.

In addition, I read a nearly 1,000 
page biography of President Harry S. 
Truman, in which there is one wicked 
political manoeuver after another. 
Nothing new today.

Now I’m taking a break and read-
ing the first Sherlock Holmes novel. 
Blood, murder, darkness prevail.

Where can I, where can we who are 
called to be faithful to the Gospel – 
the Good News – of Jesus the Christ 
find solace?

I’ve told many of you that I pro-
found despise getting out of bed at 6 
am on Sundays. But I do it. I do it be-
cause I am a creature to whom habits 
are important, and that’s what I do on 
Sundays. But another habitual act of 
Sunday mornings is more important: 
I always – always! – am enriched and 
spiritually embraced as our faithful 
little group prays together at the the  
8 am service in the Chapel. It never 
fails to assuage any ill feelings I’ve 
allowed my weak nature to wash over 
me beforehand.

Times are tough. All times are 
tough. It does not go without say-
ing. But it is true. We, as orthodox 
Christians in the Protestant tradition 
have the opportunity to be drawn into 
the tether of the Holy Spirit over and 
over again, even as the world, even as 

history, even as current events seek to 
destroy our inner nature. 

This is a call to renew your commit-
ment to regular, weekly worship at St. 
James, or wherever your travels might 
take you. Be energized by the gift of 
community, Word, Sacrament. Be en-
ergized and sent out for a life of deeper 
joy, celebrating in the full knowledge 
that our weak human natures are not 
only forgiven, but blessed to be sources 
of peace and life for us and for all 
whom we meet.

October  
Epistle
Send articles to Beth Harvey 
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and bhpens@mac.com)  
by Wednesday, September 20th.
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On Sunday the 17th we’ll have a chance 
to discuss goings on at the ECMN Con-
vention that will have been completed 
only hours earlier in Duluth. Fr. Heisley, 
Deacon Greeney, Jinny Bouvette, and 
Debbi Ramos will be voting members  
and will be eager to talk about their  
experiences.

Then on Sunday the 24th free copies 
of the Gospel of Thomas and background 
information about this relatively unknown 
book will be presented. We’ll begin to 
explore what is good about it and, on the 
other hand, what is wrong with it. After 
all, the Church Fathers did not canonize  
it has Holy Scripture. Instead, they  
condemned it. Why?

It’s going to be interesting. Join us!

Building and Grounds Assessment
The Vestry has engaged Macdonald & Mack Architects to do a compre-
hensive assessment of the SJOTP building and grounds. The information 
will be used to make recommendations and decisions about our direc-
tion as a congregation. An introductory meeting was held at the church 
on Tuesday August 22nd including representatives of the firm and the 
Vestry. Topics included the visions of Saint James and our Acorn2020 
work, and building access methods and protocols. Current and former 
congregants and Wardens will be consulted and historical documents 
will be analyzed to provide a complete picture of the history and needs 
of the building. A letter has been sent to the congregation with an op-
portunity to contribute to the cost of the assessment. A presentation will 
be made to the congregation when the assessment is completed. Junior 
Warden Ted Gerold is primary SJOTP contact for this project. Please 
bring questions and comments to Ted or any Vestry member.
 

Community Garden
The garden is a great success, thanks to the hard work of a small core 
group of volunteers. More volunteers are needed and welcome. We are 
well on track to surpass our initial goal of pounds of produce donated 
to Minnehaha Food Shelf. Work is underway to clean up the fence line 
area adjacent to the garden to be used for more planting next season. A 
garden celebration is being planned for October 8th after church; guess 
the total donated pounds and win a prize! Look for more information to 
come. Direct any garden questions to Anne Scheible or Ted Gerold.

Building Assessment  
Under Way
The Building Assessment for which the 
Vestry contracted with MacDonald & 
Mack Architects of Minneapolis is now 
under way.  We are promised that we will 
learn much valuable information and gain 
direction in how to proceed insofar as 
to how to make  plans for the building’s 
needs, and how all of this might affect our 
ministries.

The Assessment is costing $14,220, 
of which generous amounts have been 
pledged.  But we still need your help.  
Reference the letter you received from 
Fr. Heisley and Neal Cuthbert, or talk to 
either of them about how you can help.

Update on Property
From the Junior Warden Ted Gerold

Adult Forum Resumes

Please join us in Chapel Hall on Sunday, September 10th during 
the Education Hour — 9:30 to 10:20, and again during coffee hour, 
for our annual all-ages Peace Flag-making extravaganza.   Tibetans 
believe the prayers and mantras of prayer flags are blown by the 
wind to spread the good will and compassion into all pervading 
space.  Similarly, we believe our Peace flags spread our prayers 
for peace throughout the neighborhood and into the larger world in 
which we live.

Over the years we have decorated the Chancel area, the entry-
way, the boulevard (our ‘face’ to the community), sold strands at 
the Episcopal Convention, and most recently have given them to 
families at baptisms.  It’s a great tradition that is uniquely ours.  We 
hope you can join us, and paint on one, two, or more flags.  They 
come in a range of colors, and are printed with various symbols 
that mean peace in a variety of languages and cultures.  No RSVP’s 
required—just join in the fun!

Peace Flag Sunday: September 10
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Bonne Nouvelle Students Excel as 
Teachers Prepare for Minnesota Visit

Onè! Respe! (Honor! Respect!)

By Susan Maas on behalf of the Haiti  
Committee

Our partner community of Bonne 
Nouvelle in Bigonet, Haiti, is begin-
ning work on the long-planned fence 
around the school campus. And resi-
dents are dealing with the mechanical 
(and political) challenges of maintain-
ing their water well, which has suffered 
overuse since it was built seven years 
ago by Finn Church Aid, a Scandina-
vian NGO.

Great news, once again, on the 
academic front: School principal 
Louis Noncent reports that 26 out 
of 28 Bonne Nouvelle ninth-graders 
passed the challenging national exam. 
According to one education founda-
tion working in Haiti, that’s far above 
the national average. Louis credits 
the school’s exceptionally dedicated 
teachers, as well as the community’s 
relationship with St. James, with the 
students’ success.

Plans for our friends’ autumn visit 
to Minneapolis continue to take shape, 
despite uncertainty about the likeli-
hood of travel visas being issued under 
the current administration’s “extreme 
vetting” policy. The upcoming trip will 
be funded with extensive help from our 
partners at Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Hovland. We’ve sent our share of 
the visa paperwork and await news of 
the four travelers’ embassy interviews, 
likely mid-September at the earliest. 
Please keep them in your prayers.

If your household might have an 
extra bed and the interest in hosting 
for a couple of days, please let us know! 
We’ll provide help with interpretation, 
guidance regarding breakfast, and day-
time/evening activities so you’re only 
“on” in the morning and at bedtime. 

It’s a relatively easy but wonderfully life-
changing experience.

Or if you’re potentially interested 
in helping out as a driver, or hosting 
a meal at your home, please speak to 
a Haiti Committee member: Louise 
Robinson, Kurt Hall, Ruth Anne Olson, 
Susan Maas, Liz Athorn, Mary Heltsley, 
or Fr. William. Please also share any 
ideas you have for activities during this 
visit: What outings/experiences might 
our friends enjoy? What could we do 
together that will help give them a sense 
of what it’s like to be a Minnesotan?

A delightful revelation from the 
early August phone call with Louis: 
The famous Madame Militte Bachant, 
subject of an iconic, nearly decade-old 
St. James photo (in it, she’s riding a 
donkey to church at Bonne Nouvelle), 
survives in good health . . . at age 117! 
Lately she attends church in Leogane, 
as it’s easier for her to get to.

Stay tuned for updates about the 
visit.  Thanks for all you do to sustain 
and deepen this relationship—Onè! 
Respe!
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All of us have been deeply moved, 
deeply saddened, by the devastation 
wrought by Hurricane Harvey.   
Episcopal Relief and Development is 
helping those in need, but they need 
your help. You can contribute to  
Hurricane Harvey Relief by going to 
Episcopalrelief.org and clicking on 
Hurricane Harvey Response pop-up 
box pictured below.

You may also 
watch a brief,  
inspiring video made 
by Presiding Bishop 
Michael Curry in 
regards to our  
support for the  
victims of Harvey  
at Episcopalchurch.org.

Hurricane Harvey Relief


