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  I’ve recently been a part of a book
club (Rooting For Rivals) with Mission
Increase Foundation. It talks about
helping build up those that are
considered rivals in the industry.  I
don’t see other organizations who are
doing similar work as rivals but as
collaborators. I realize we can not do
everything on our own. We need to
work together to meet all the needs of
those we are serving. We have different
areas of expertise, resources, and
availability that offer a wrap-around
approach to really help those at risk to
develop better coping skills, healthier
relationships, and more positive life
decisions. 
  This month I wanted to share with you
some of those we are collaborating
with, so you can rejoice in these
partnerships with us and be praying for
them as well.
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  As you can see, we are not an island.
We need each and every one of these
collaborators as well as many others I
did not mention. We can make a
difference when we all work together. It
is never about who gets the credit (that
belongs to God anyway), but how we can
best meet the needs of those we serve.
Together we can empower and encourage
each other. I would much rather be a part
of a team than a lone ranger.
Wouldn’t you? 

Counting it All Joy,
Nikki

  Family & Youth Initiatives honored several community
members with a new, unusual award in 2021: Grinch for
Good.
  “We really wanted to showcase others in the community
who exemplify exactly what Family and Youth Initiatives is
all about – empowering families and providing hope,” said
FYI Executive Director, Nikki Stefanow.
This year’s three winners were selected from the numerous
submissions: Jeanne Lewis, Jill Hedges, and Ben Thomas.
They were chosen because of their generous nature and
overflowing compassion for others.
  The idea came from FYI’s Mentoring Coordinator, Julie
Driskill, who proposed a new type of event to celebrate the
Christmas season: a recognition of those in our community
who act as a “Grinch for Good” and are actively making a
huge impact on those around them.
  “Grinch for Good” winners were surprised with their award
by none other than the Grinch himself. The Grinch presented
the winners with their award, a copy of their nomination
form, and only a little bit of sarcasm. The Grinch was played
by Rick Perkins from Pleasant Hill, Ohio. When asked why
Rick was asked to play the Grinch, Julie excitedly replied,
“Rick and I were high school friends who have stayed in
touch over the years. He has always had a bent for the
dramatic and loves to encourage and make people laugh.”
“I love this Grinchly endeavor because it spotlights people
who are uplifting, compassionate souls who still believe in
the Spirit of Christmas year-round. Our Grinchly angle
allows us to think outside of the Santa Claus box and include
a complex personality that lightens the holiday load, helping
us to laugh & appreciate one another,” said Julie Driskill.
  “While FYI strives to provide encouragement and hope to
those in our community, we recognize fully that we cannot
do it alone,” Nikki Stefanow said. “It is important to us that
those spreading positive change and equipping others for
their future receive the recognition that they deserve. Our
community is one full of kindness and compassion – we
want to highlight a few of those who are helping make a
difference.”
  FYI wants to continue this tradition and expand it to feature
and highlight even more “Grinches” next year.
“Through continued collaboration, we can cultivate
relationships with community members and further FYI’s
vision and mission. We felt that the Grinch’s growth and
transformation highlighted what we wanted to convey with
this award. All of the nominees and winners certainly have a
heart three times the typical size for giving,” said Erica
Stefanow FYI Communications Director.

Videos and pictures of the Grinch with the winners can be
located on the FYI Facebook and Instagram pages. Visit
www.fyiohio.org for more information or social media links.

Grinch for Good

http://www.fyiohio.org/


  FYI Board of Directors member, Lauren Spencer, emceed the
evening's events as the 139 guests were provided a hands-on look
at the real-life situations FYI staff are faced with daily. Guests
were given real-life scenarios that the staff have encountered over
the years. The guests were then tasked with evaluating the
situation and determining how they would assist the client. After
a passionate and thoughtful discussion, Executive Director, Nikki
Stefanow, revealed how the scenario was handled. This activity
provided real insight into the interactions between the FYI staff
and those they serve. 
  Table hosts also reviewed “Impact Statements” with their table
guests. These impact statements were compiled from firsthand
experiences of those FYI has assisted over the last several years.
Through the words of the clients, guests were able to witness the
struggles they are faced with and what they have managed to
overcome with FYI’s support. 
  To further enforce the depiction of how they make a difference
in the lives of those they serve, a video displaying each of the
four programs in action was played for the attendees. Throughout
the evening, pictures were also shared of the renovations to their
facilities, events from the past year, and the staff interacting and
impacting their clients.
  Those in attendance were able to purchase raffle tickets for
baskets and gifts generously donated to help FYI raise funds for
their four programs. The funds received will be instrumental in
aiding FYI to continue their mission of rescuing children from
potential trauma. 

Continued collaboration with Ohio Game Changers to bring
alternative and additional after-school programs.
Purchasing additional “I Decide for Me” workbooks for our
Real Life Teen Choices in-school program.
Purchasing curriculum and materials for our three Parenting
Network locations.
Operations expenses for our main office in New Carlisle and
our Parenting Network locations in Fairborn and Springfield.

  In total, the 2021 Harvesting Hope event raised close to
$20,000 in funds to further the mission of empowering families
and providing hope to our community. Some of the plans for the
funds received include:

  During the final segment of the evening, Lauren Spencer
challenged the guests to ask themselves how they could see
themselves joining FYI’s mission. Everyone has something to
offer in the pursuit of helping families create a strong bond and
foundation - making a monetary donation, volunteering with one
of our impactful programs, or simply asking for more
information about FYI and their cause. 
  After the event, FYI increased their “Life Changers” members
by 50% and received several volunteer inquiries. FYI could not
be more thankful for the continued support and encouragement.
It is safe to say that Harvesting Hope 2022 is sure to be an event
that you will not want to miss!

  If you would like to become a Life Changer or learn more
about how to volunteer and support FYI, give me a call at 
(937) 845-0403 or email nikki@fyiohio.org.
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On Thursday, September 23rd, 2021, 
Family & Youth Initiatives held its second annual
Harvesting Hope event hosted at Grace Lutheran

Evangelical Church in Springfield, Ohio. This year's
theme built on last year, focusing on the “how” in FYI’s

impact on the community. 



  This past fall, the Mentoring Program began hosting a new type of
afterschool program, “Drama 101.” The New Carlisle Library
graciously hosted the program within their Children’s Library, the
perfect space for children to feel comfortable and inspired. 
  Mentoring Coordinator, Sarah Spradlin, leads the program by
encouraging the children to use their imagination, get the wiggles out
with dancing, and strengthen their voice and self-expression. Inclusion
and encouragement are at the forefront of the program with Sarah’s
use of icebreakers and different activities to make sure that all the
children feel comfortable and welcomed. 
  Mentoring Director, Bryan Moore, has been overjoyed with the
results so far. “The partnership with the Library is a wonderful
platform to mentor and pour love into those kids. Creating
conversations with kids is the key to mentoring,” Moore said. “They
will always say or do something that can trigger a response so mentors
can help guide them into making good choices and feel good about
themselves and others. We are so happy that Miss Maggie thought of
FYI to have us come in and lead this program. It is one of many ways
that we can build a positive community relationship with the New
Carlisle Library and reach more kids. This opportunity will open so
many doors for the kids in the community.”

  If you are looking to make a difference in a child’s life by becoming a
mentor or would like to make a donation for the Mentoring Program
please reach out to Bryan Moore at bryan@fyiohio.org.

The Mentoring Program
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  Each year, Gardening for Health helps teach members of the community the
skills they need to grow, harvest, cook, and preserve fresh vegetables.
Individual and group plot spaces are free but require maintenance from the
gardener. Each season, fresh produce is donated to two local food pantries:
Bethel Churches United Food Pantry and Park Layne United Food Pantry.
This access to free, locally grown, and healthy produce makes a huge impact
on those the food banks serve. 
  Since July 2021, FYI’s Gardening for Health program provided 740 pounds
of vegetables to the Park Layne Food Pantry and over 800 pounds of
vegetables to the Bethel Churches United Food Pantry. The garden also
provided ten personal gardeners an average of 75 pounds of vegetables each.   
  The personal gardeners met monthly to share some of their produce,
gardening tips, and preservation ideas. These get-togethers were essential
during COVID as many had felt isolated and alone. They were able to get
physical exercise as well as a boost to their mental health.   
  Julie from the Bethel Churches United Food Pantry wrote about our
Gardening Director, Jim Tipton, “We really appreciate Jim's efforts. He's
brought us some beautiful produce and our clients have been delighted to
obtain fresh items each week. Thank you so much for your contributions to the
community.” 

Gardening for Health

Real Life Teen Choices

  Following a year filled with uncertainty and a need for flexibility, our Real Life Teen Choices Community
Educators are thrilled to be back in the schools. Over the summer, Real Life Teen Choices Director, Rebecca
Swearingen, and the group of Community Educators that she lovingly refers to as, “The Dream Team,” were hard
at work reviewing, planning, and implementing a new curriculum. 
  When determining which curriculum would be most impactful and appropriate for the students, Swearingen was
elated when “I Decide for Me” was presented. When asked why “I Decide for Me” was selected, Swearingen said,
“Tracy Pike, who helped write the curriculum, currently works for Ascend, and before that she was the director of
Clarity. When Community Educator, Jen Kennedy, attended "Sexual Risk Avoidance Education" training with
Ascend she was able to meet Tracy Pike in person. When Jen returned to the office she asked if we could look into
the Clarity curriculum for our own program as she felt it would be a great fit. I really liked how they introduced
puberty in the sixth grade as it is such a huge part of their development. I also like the way they present all the
topics we have discussed in the past as part of the whole body and how it pertains to different boundaries.”
  The switch to “I Decide for Me” has proved to be the right move for Real Life Teen Choices as the Community
Educators have received glowing feedback from both teachers and students. As the 2022 school year continues,
Real Life Teen Choices is excited to continue sharing the new curriculum and finding even more ways to educate
and empower the students they serve. 

  If you are interested in learning how you can help support the new curriculum and be part of helping students
make healthier, informed choices, please contact our office at 937-845-0403.
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Get to know Parenting Network Director, 
 Trish Williams-Chase

A. Getting to know everyone and what everyone does at FYI. I really enjoy
letting other organizations and the public know what we do and getting their
feedback to discover what more we can do or do better to serve the Clark
County Area.
Q: Do you have a favorite quote?
“A.  Don’t worry so much… that you forget to take care of yourself… and
remember to have fun.”
-Nicholas R. Chase
Q: What does true leadership mean to you?
A. Supporting your team in their roles, learning everything possible about
what they do, how they do it, and why they do it. Never ask someone to do
something that you would not do yourself. Recognizing a job well done.

Q: How did you first learn about FYI?
A. Many years ago, I attended Cole’s
Warrior's meetings that were held at the
New Carlisle office.
Q: What drew you to FYI originally?
A. The ability to help and work with
parents and babies.
Q: What has been your favorite project
so far?
A. Promoting the Parenting Network
through coalition work and event
attendance.
Q: What aspect of your role do you
enjoy 
the most?
 

  As we entered this new year, we said goodbye to our current Board Chair, David
Johnston. FYI would like to thank him for his dedication to seeing the organization move
forward and his consistent presence at nearly every function. David has a true servant’s
heart. Whether unloading toys at a toy drive, setting tables for a dinner, updating
processes to make them more efficient, taking pictures of auction items, or setting up
meetings with contractors, his only goal is to help someone else. Previous Vice-Chair
Ryan Wallace was elected to fill the position. 
  Although David may not be labeled as a “board member” in the technical sense, David
has assured us that his unconditional support, guidance, and encouragement will continue
for many years to come. All of those who have had the opportunity to work alongside
David will agree, growth is inevitable when he is in your corner. Thank you, David!

  This past year was filled with major changes at our three
Parenting Network locations. Specifically, our Springfield
Parenting Network office underwent a massive transformation
that has allowed them to expand their services. “It was more
than just a renovation,” said FYI Executive Director Nikki
Stefanow, “we changed the way we can serve our clients. We
are in the same facility but a different location which allowed
us to have more square footage and we really needed that. The
Springfield staff sees the most clients and this move allows us
to serve twice as many.” 
  The newly renovated office hosts an inviting waiting room
for clients, double the counseling offices, an expansive baby
store, and more privacy for clients. Nikki Stefanow added,
“Some of the clients are coming from truly traumatic
environments. These clients are sharing their hardest moments
and deepest concerns about their pregnancy or parenthood. It
was vital to us that we create a space that feels comfortable
and safe. It is so important to us that they feel valued because
they are valued.”
  None of these necessary changes would have been possible
without the assistance of Weavers Pro Paint, volunteers from
Just Serve, or the help of several gentlemen from Mary Help of
Christians. “It truly took a village to accomplish this change
and we are incredibly excited for this opportunity to educate,
encourage, and empower more parents,” explained Nikki
Stefanow.

Parenting Network

Ways to Help Support FYI

Volunteer: If you feel compelled to donate your time, energy, ideas, and
compassion -- we would love to have you join us as a volunteer this year.
Our volunteer application can be found on our website under the “Support
Us” tab. 
Monetary Donation:  Monetary donations can be mailed via check or
delivered in-person to our main office in New Carlisle.
Join our “Life Changers” club: By committing to a $50 monthly gift, you
will be helping change a life each month.
Text to Give: If texting is more convenient, there is also the option to text
“FYIohio” to 269-89 which will lead you to our donation platform.
Website Donation: Monetary donations can also be received via our
website, fyiohio.org. 
Investment Fund: Website donations allocated to this campaign will be
placed in an investment fund to further the sustainability of Family &
Youth Initiatives.

Pictured above: Trish (left) and
friend attend Harvesting Hope 2021


